HALEAKALA
NATIONAL PARK

The Hawaiian Alphabet

The Hawaiian alphabet consists of 13 letters:
Five vowels and eight consonants.

Vowels
A = ua'hn" E — uehn’ I = uee”’ O = ”Oh”_, U = IIOOII

Consonants
HKLMNPW (V)

Diacriticals

-is a kahako or a line over the vowel.
Hold the vowel sound under the line longer.
The sound does not change.

4

is an ‘okina, or glottal stop. This sound is
much like a pause or “hiccup”,
as in “uh-oh” in English.

Pronunciation and Meaning

Haleakala is pronounced:
ha lay ah kah lah
and means: house of the sun

HALE



