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MY STORY
by HI.ES P GREENBTERG

I AI'1 !,IRITING ltlls LITTLE AUTOBI0GMPHY WITIi N0 INTENT 0F PRODUCING A BEST SELLER
AND A},1 ADDRESSING IT TO I'IY CHILDREN AND GRAND-CHILDREN AND LIKEWISE TO MY BROTH-
ER'S CHILDREN AND GRAND-CHILDREN.

I HAVE TWO REASONS roR I^|RITING THIS STORY, FIRST TO BETTm ACQUAINT YOU WITH
YOUR ROOTS OR BACKGROLTND AND SECOND AND MOST IMPORTANT TO GIVE YOU KNOI.ILEDGE
TI{ROUGH MY EXPERIENCE OT I{HAT IT MEANS TO BE BORN A JEW. AI,SO I SEE}I TO BE
THE ONLY ONE LEFT WITH A RECOLLECTION OF THE OLD COUNTRY AN]D OF THE OLDER
GENERATION.

TO BEGIIi THE STORY MY REAL SI.JRNAME IS ''COLTONI' AND WAS CHANGED TO ''GREENBERG''
AN I]NCLE'S NAME ON FATHM,IS'MATERNAL SIDE WHO SPONSORED THE FAMILY MEMBERS ENT-
MING ITIE I,]NITED STATES.

FATHERiS OLDER BROTHER AND N.IO SISTERS PRECEDED HIM INTO THE STATES AND WM,E
FOLLOWED THREE YEARS LATER BY HIS MOTHM, AND THO YOI.JNGER SISTER AND HIS YOI'NGM,
BROTHER LATER.

MOTHB.'S SI.]RNAME WAS FLEISCHER. SHE WAS THE YOUNGEST IN A FAMILY OF TWO BROTH-
ERS AND FIVE SISIERS. THE OLDEST BROTHER CHANGED HIS NA},IE TO EREEMAN DURING
THE L5T WORLU..lrf"RrI,lllO SHE NEVm MET DURING HER ENTIRE LIFE, AND A SISTER h-Ai'tED
VEDENBIJRG CIIIINGED TO S[0N8, EMIGMTED T0 LEEDS ENGIAND. HER oLDEST SISTER 0R
AUNT LIBBY LIVED IN THE SAME SMALL TOWN THAT WE LIVED IN AND THE TI'IO OTHER
SISTERS IIVED IN NEARBY S}IALL TOWNS OR YILI,AGES IN RUSSIAN POLAND.

AUNT LIBBY'S OLDEST DAUGHTER OR MOTHERIS NIECE }IRS . YABLONOWTTZ, WHO WAS

OI{LY A FEW YEARS YOIJNGER THAN MOTHER AND HAD PRECEDED US TO THE STATES,LIVED
IN NEW YORK CITY. OTHER NI.ECES OF MOTHER'S LIVED IN CHICAGO AND IN CALIFORNIA.

COUSINS CFMOTHERIS, THE SAMSOHNS,EMIGMTED TO AMERICA IN THE ].880'S AND.1890'S
SETILED IN NEW YoRK CITY. OTHER MEMBERS 0F THE CLAN ENDED Lrp rN DEIROIT, MICH,

THE NEW YORK BMNCH OF THE SARASOHNS WERE THE OWNERS AND PTDLISHERS OF THE
.'TAGEBLATTI' AN OIIISTANDING EDDISH DAILY NEWSPAPER CATERING TO THE IR,EDOI'IINAFT
JEWISH ORTHODOX SECTION OT THE COMMUMTY.

THE PA]RIARCH OF THE DETROIT BRANCH OF THE SARA,SOHN FAI"IILY MADE HIS WAY ON FOOT
rROM NEI^I YORK TO MICHIGAN BY PEDDLING WITH A PACK ON HlS BACK, SELLING NOTIONS
TO FARMERS IN THE COIJNTRY SIDE.

NOW IT IS TIME THAT I STARTED THE STORY WITH MY ENTRY INTO THIS WORLD AS ALL
GOOD AUTOBIOGRAPHIES SHOULIJ. I I.IAS BORN ON THE SECOND DAY OF TiANUKKAH IN THE
YEAR OF 1896 IT\i THE LITTLE TOI"iN OF I,APY IN THE PALE OR RUSSIAN POI,AND. AT NO

TIME DID MY PARENTS GIVE ME THE REAL CALENDAR DATE AND AS A RESULT I NEVM
REI"IEMBMED THE DATE OF BIRTH THAT I GAVE WHENEVER I HAD TO REGISTER AND THAT
CERTAINLY FOULED I.JP MY OFFICIAL RECORD. FINAIIY GOT TIRED OF THIS SITUATION
AND WHEN MY BAR-MITZVAH FELL ON THE 25TH OF DECEMBR, I ADOPTED CHRISIUAS AS
AS MY BIRTHDAY, OF COIIRSE, ANOTHER JEW HAS THE SAME BIRTHDAY. THE YEAR OF
1896 IS ALSO OUTSTANDING, THAT IS THE YEAR THAT HERZL STARTED ZIONISM. JUST
IMAGINE WHAT I HAD TO LIVE UP TO.
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BROTHER SAM WAS TWO UEARS OLDtr( AND SISTER IDA, TWO YEARS YOIINGER. SISTER MINNIE WAS

BORN IN T}IE USA ON ELECTION DAY 1905. HER BIRTHDAY WAS ALI^IAYS CELEBRATED WII}I HUGE

BONFIRES.

LT\PY WAS LOCATED ON THE MAIN RAILROAD LINE RIINNING TO I"IARSAI.J AND BIALYSTOK AND AND

ABoUT A T}IREE QUARTER HOUR DBIVE BY S?RINGIBfSI.IAGON TROM BIALYSTOK THE NEAREST I,ARGE

CITY.

WE T}ID NOT ORDINARILY RIDE THE IRAIN BECAUSE THAT COST HARD CASH BUT WAITED UNTIL
THE.JCICAL BAIIIGAIA CIR IRUCKER HAD OCCASION TO MAKE THE IRIP AND AS A RIDER THE FARE

!.IAS QUITE SMALL.

I,APY WAS LIKE HIJT{DREDSAND,HIJNDREDS OF OTHER SHTETELS IN POLAND AND ITS LIFE HAS

BEEN SO ABLY DESCRIBED BY SHOLEM ALEICHEM AND OTHER HRITERS.

LAPYTS ONLY REASON FOR DISTINCTION I^IAS THAT IT BRAGGED OF A RAIIAOAD SHOP AND IT WAS

ALSO THE CENTM. OF A FARMING AREA. FORMING A MINORITY OF THE TOWN WAS THE JEI.JISH
COMMIJNITY, A GROI.JP OF ABOUT 2OO CIOSELY KMT SOULS.

THE TOWN ITSELT WAS BUILT AROI.JI.ID THE MAIN PAVED SQUARE AND THE TWO STREETS RADIATINC
FRoM THE SQUARE Wm,E rHo UMAVED HARD DIRT RoADS WITH NO CL'RBS AllD 1i0 S13EET LIGHTTNG.
IF ONE HAD TO IIENTI'RE OUT AT NIGHT YOU CARRIED YOTIR OHN LIGHTING, KEROSBEE LA}IFS.
ALL INTERIOR LIGHTING HAS BY CANDLES OR KEROSENE LAMPS. THE I,AMPS WERE SOMEIIMES
WORKS OF ART.

LAPY WAS LUCKY BECAUSE IT WAS LOCATED SO NEAR TO SUCH CENTM.S OF INDUSTRY, LEARNING
AND YESHIVAS LOMZHA, GRODNO, WILNA, BREST.LITOVSK (OR PI.AIN BRISK) AS WE KNEI,I IT AND
MANY OTHER CE}tTERS,

BRISK WAS THE BIRTH PLACE OT MENACHEM BEGIN THE FUTI'RE PBIME MINISTER OF ISRAEL.
BIALYSTOK A LARGE TEXTILE AIiD I'IANUFACTT]RING CITY GAVE BIRTH TO LIVINOF THE FIRST
A}IBASSADOR OF COMMI'IiIST RUSSIA TO THE UNITED STATES AETER RECOGNITION BY FRANKLIN D.
ROOSEVELT.

BIALYSTOK WAS A HOT BED FOR SOCIALISM WHICH ATIRACTED THE YOUNGER JEWISH WORKING GEN-
MATION. ALSO LET US NOT FORGET BIALYSTOKTS GIFT TO HIJMANITY THE TASTY AND WELL KI{OWN
BIALYS.

THE JEWS OT LAPY EXISTED MAINLY BY A BARTM SYSTM{ A}IONG THEMSELVES AND WITH VERY FEH
OPPORTI.]NITIES FOR EARNING CASH OF THE REAI.,M. ALL OF THIS WAS A YERY BLEAK OUTLOOK FOR
THE AWAKENING YOUNGER GEI{ERATION.

THE ONLY INFUSION OT MONEY CAI"IE BY WAY OF REMITTANCES FROM RELATIVE IN AMEICA OR BY
EARMNGS BUSIMSSES AS THE BAKER OR TIIE OPERATION OF A I,TIhDMILL OPERATED BY FATHERIS
TAMILY A}ID WHICH I^IENT OUT OF EXISTENCE I,iHEN FATHM. AND HIS YOUNGER BROTHM. WENT INTO
MITITARY SERVICE. ALSO A LITTLE MONEY WAS EARNED BY BUrING AND SELLING FARMERS PRO-
DUCE AT THE REGUI.AR BI-WEEKLY FAIR.

TATHER WAS A TALMIJDIC SCHOLAR OT NOTE, ENJOYED READING AND }IRITING HEBREI^I AND SI'BSCRIBED
TO HEBREW NEI.ISPAPERS. WHILE YIDDISH WAS THE MAIN I,ANGUAGE, FATHM COUI,D ALSO SPEAK AI{D
READ POLISH, RUSSIAN AND GERMAN, HE MUST HAVE BEEN SELF TAUGHT BECAUSE I I.IAS NEVER ABLE
T0 FIIrD OtlT WHAT SCHOoLS, IF ANY, THAT HE HAD ATTENDED.

FATHm PMCTICED AND ENIoYED ORTHoDOX JUDArSrtrIN ALL FACETS, NoT By ROTE BUT By CONVIC-
TION, ALTHOUGH HE DIED IN L943 AT THE AGE Or 76, t\Evm. IN HIS ENTIRE LIFE DID HE BREACH
THE OSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH OR TTIE VARIOUS HOLIDAYS AND THE OBSERVANCE OF ALL THE DIET-
ARY I.,A,WS. DESPITE HIS VERY SMONG TEELINGS AS TO Ti{E VARIOUS REGUI"A.TIONS AND OBSERVANCES
HE WAS LIBMAL ENOUGH TO HAVE COMPASSION FOR TI{E ISN-OBSm.VER,
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MOTHER HAS ABLE TO READ AND I'IRITE YIDDISH AND ALSO TO READ A,'L THE PRAYER BOOKS AI{D

rOLlOW TI{E SEVIAT EVEX THOUGH EiI' WOUEU WERE CONSIGNED TO THE BALCONY' THESE

ACCoupLrsr{MENTS wmr ran BEyoND iiosn 0F THE AvsRAcE JEwrsH woMAN AND AT sERvrcES

MOTHER ilAS ALWAYS THE CE,,ER OT E CNOUP OT }IOMEN WHO COULD ONLY REPEAT THE PRAYERS AS

}IOTHER READ THEM Ot'T LOUD.

},IHILE MOST JEWISH YOUNG ME{-}I4I!RALLY SHIRKED-MILITARY DUTY IN THE CZAR'S ARMY'

FATHER ,oorr,D Nor 
-uurrurs HrMser;-6il-d?-iiiifloTirm.-iGeNs rN 0RDER r0 ESCAPE sERvrcE'

I,{HEN HIS CALL CAME HE ANSWERED SAUU AUO ATTTN INDCTION IIAS SHIPPED OUT TO THE VOLGA

RIVER AREA IN DEEP RUSSIA. MTS WAS A SYSTEU THAT THE GOVENMENT USED AND STATIONED

THE sotDrERS FR.M THE ,uESr rN IIIE EAsr 0R P0[,AND. THrs ,oAs D0NE s0 THAT rF TR'UBLE

OR RIOTING STARTED BECAUSE OF ?OOR HARVESTS OR HHATEVER' AS IT VEIY OFTEN HAPPENED'

THERE WOUI,D BE NO SPLIT IN LOYALTIES IN THE RANKS TO PUT DOWN SUCH DISTI'IRBANCES'

AFTER HIS ASSIGNMEM FATHER D(PERIENCED A PMIOD OF HARASSI"IENT AND OR PHYSICAL PUNISH-

MENTBECAUSEHIScowlcTloNs!'IoutDNoTPmMITHI}lToEATBEFFElggDl.lS-II.TIMEHIS
COMMANDING OFFICERS RLENTED AND LEFT HIM TO OWN RESOURCES' BECAUSE FATHER WAS ABLE

To READ AND TdRITE HE t.tAS pRoMoTED To MEss SATIGEANT. THIS DESIGNATION l{As QUITE DIF-

FRENT FFROM ITS MEANING IN OTHM' ARMIES.

AT THIS TIME THE RUSSIAN ARMY LIVED OFT THE LAND WI1EREVER IT WAS STATIONED AND IT
WAS THE DUTY OF THE t,lESS SA|RGEANT TO FORAGE OR BUY OR PAY FOR ALL PROVISIONS AND

GOODS THAT HE TOOK BUT IN TRACTICE THAT RARELY HAPPENED WITTI THE OTTIER SARGEANTS'

BUT NOT WITH FAT- HE WAS ALWAYS VM.Y FAIR HITH THE FARMERS OR TRADERS' IN TIME

TATHER WAS LEFT STRICfl,y ON HIS OWN, WITH HIS OWN WAGON AS IRANS?0RTATION, CARRIED

HIS OWN KOSHER DISHES AND EVEN PREPARED HIS OITIN MEALS, AND ALL THIS AS I.ONG AS HE

EB,ODUCED FOR HIS ULITTS REQIJIREMENTS.

HIS FOUR YEARS OT SERVICE ENDED WITI{ FOT'R MONTTIS OFF FOR GOOD BEHAVIOR' AT HIS DIS-
CHARGE HE WAS GIVEN THE OPTION OF RE-ENLISTING AND BE SENT TO MEDICAL SCHOOL AT

GOVERNMNET EXPENSE PROVIDING HE COI\MMTED TO CHIRSIANITY. NEEDLESS TO SAY THAT THIS

OFFER WAS TURNED DOWNI OUT OF HAND' FATHER WAS HONORABLY DISCHARGED AND THEN PUT ON

THE ACTIVE RESERVE LIST.

FATHER RETURNED HOME TO LAPY AND EVEN THOUGH HE WAS A VETMAN AND AS A JEW HE DID
NO? RATE PERMISSION TO LIVE IN RUSSIA PROPER WHERE THERE HERE MAI{Y MORE OPPORTUNI?IES

TO EARN A LIVELIHOOD.

TATHER MARRIES AND I'IITH THE ADVENT OF A FAMILY THE PROBLET-I OF SUPPORTING SAME BECAME

ACCUTE. IN A SMALL CLOSED COMMUNITY LIKE LAPY THAT EXISTED ISIMARILY BY BARTER

LEARNING WAS A COMMODITY COTJLD NOT TIND A READY MARKET. TATHER HAD NO PARTICUI,AR

MANUAL SKILL OR TRADE SO FIE TRIED A NIJI'IBER OF THINGS BUT IT WAS NO GO.

THE GOVERNMENT OFFERED TO SIiBSIDIZE HIS EFTORTS IIi STARTTNG A CHEDER OR HEBREW SCHOOL

PROVIDENG THAT HE HOt'tD INCLT]DE IN THE CURRICULIJ}I A COURSE IN MILITARY DRILL OR ]3AIN-
ING TO BE SPECITIED BY TI{E ARMY, ?HIS WAS FLATLY REJECTED.

T.ATHER THEN LETT T'OR LEEDS ENGI.,AND I.IHME }TOTHERIS BROTHER AND SISTER LIVED AND IN THE

HOPE THAT IN A LARGE INDUSTRIAL CITY HE COULD FIND I,IORK. HIS RELIGIOUS BELIEF IN THE

SANCTITY AND OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH AGAIN SERVED AS A STTMBLING BLOCK TO OBTAIN A
JOB.

AFTER A TRIAL PERIOD OF SEVERAL }IONTHS FATHER DECIDED TO RETURN TO I,APY AND ON THE WAY

HOME STOPPED OVER IN GERMAM TO VISIT WITH ANOTHER BROTHER OF MOTHERIS WHO WAS IN THE
SHI?PING BUSINESS. UNSUCCESSFI.]L IN FINDING SOME USEFUL MEANS OF EMPIOYT'{ENT HE DECIDED
TO EMIGRATE TO THE T]NITED STATES WHERE AN OLDER BROITiER. AND TI,JO SISTMS HAD AI.READY

BEEN LIVING FOR SOME TIME IN NEWARK, N J.
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FATHER HAD STARTED HIS ISAVELS IN ].900 AND TO THE UNITED STATES'AT ABOUT THE END OF

1900.

I WAS TOO YOT'NG TO HAVE REMEI'EERED HIM IN ANI WAY AND USED TO TELL PEOPLE THAT I
FIRST MET MY FATHM, IN SEPTEMBER 1.904 WHEN HE BROUGHT US TO AMERICA AND I I'IAS THEN

ABOUT B YEARS OF AGE.

NOI"I BACK TO LAPY WHtrtE WE LIVED IN A I,ARGE ONE ROOU APART!{ENT IN A ONE STORY FRAME

BTII,DING OWNED BY A POLISH WOMAN AND WHII,E IT WOI'LD CMTAINTY BE CI,ASSED AS VERY

PRIMITIVE LIYING QUARTERS BY MODffi'N STANDARDS, IT WAS THE ACCEPTED NORM AT THAT

TIME. THE RooI-I HAD A LARGE TILE STOVE TTIAT WAS USED BOTH TOR COOKING AND HEATING

PURPOSES. LIGHTING WAS BY A KM.OSENE LAT"IP. A WATER P1IMP IN THE HALL HAS A COMMON

WATER SIJ?PLY FOR AtL OCCIJPANTS AND AN OUTHOUSE IN THE YARD REPRESENTED AI,L THE SANI'
TARY FACILITIES.

A CURTAIN SEPARATED THE SLEEBING QUARTERS FROI'J THE LIVING QUARTERS. TWICE A YEAR,

BEFORE PASACH AND ROSH HASHONAH, DIRT FLOOR WAS CoVERED I^IITH FRESH YELLOW

SAND.

AT AB0UT TI{E AGE OF F0rR I WAS ENROT.T.ED IN THE CHEDER OR HEBREW SCHOOL AND I^IHEN

BROTHM, SAM HAD ALREADY GMDUATED FROM THE BEGINNERS CLASS, THE CHEDER WAS FINANCED

BY THE DONATIONS FR,OM THE JEWISH COMMI.JNITY. JEWS WERE ADMITTED TO THE STATE OPERATED

scHool,s II{DER A FM pmCENT QUOTA SYSTEM, BI,T EVEN THAT WAS MEANINGLESS SrNCE WE

EOUTD ONLY BE PERMITTED TO ENROL BY CROSSING THE PAi.,M OF THE ?R,INCIPAL- IN ]CHARGE.

CONDITIONS I"TERE DIFFERNT IN GALICIA THE POLISH SECTION UNDER THE RULE OF THE MORE

ENGLIGHTENED AUTRO-HUNGARIAN EO1PIRE HERE NO QUOTA SYSTEM EXISTED AND EVERY ONE

WAS ENCOTJRAGED 10 ATTEND SCHOOL. THE JEWISH POPIII,ATION OF THE PALE OR USSIAN POLAND

WAS MANY TIMES THAN THAT OF GALICIA.

CHEDER BEGAN ABOUT SEVEN IN THE }IORNING A}{D EXCEPT FOR A LUNCH BREAK ENDED AT EARLY
EVENING WHEN MMRIV OR END OF DAY PRAYERS WERE RECITED. AS BEGINNMS WE WERE EXCUSED

FROI'I THE PRAYER SERVICES AND I WAITED FOR SAI"I TO

ITIE BEGINNERS WERE STARTED HITH ALPHABET, LEARNING TO RECITE TTIE PRATERS AI{D THEN IN- J:"'{i
1RODUCED To CHUMASH WHICH MEANS FIVE AND STOOD FOR THE FIVE BOOKS OT }CISES, THE TOMH.
WE WERE ALSO TAUGHT RASHI THE COMI'IENTARY ON THE TORAH AND WHICH WAS IdRITTEN IN AM},IAIC
THE LANGUAGE USED BY JESUS IN HIS TO THE }IASSES. ALL LESSONS WERE RECITED OUT

LOUD.

AFTER CHMASH WE WERE INTRODUCED TO TANACH THE hIRITINGS OF THE VARIOUS PROPHETS AND

FINALLY TO THE STUDY OF GEMORAH OR TALMUD A COMPITATION OF I,AWS AND THE VARIOUS COM-

I"IENTARIES UPN COMI'{EMARIES. ALL I]tE STDJECTS WERE IN BIBLICAL HEBREW AND WE WERE

ONLY PROMOTED }IHTEN THE REBBE T'IAS SATISFIED WITH OI,'R PROGRESS. MY FOR}IAL EDUCATION
WAS STOPPED IN 1904 WHEN I WAS ALMOST 8 YEARS OLD, FATHER SENT FOR US TO JOIN HIM IN
A}IERICA THE ''GOLENE MEDINATI).

I^'HEN OUR FORMAL EDUCATION ENDED REGARDLESS OF AGE THE TARENTS HAD A CHOICE OF LETTING
US CONTINUE OUR STUDIES AS A YESHIVA BOCHER IN THE SHUI, UNDER THE S1IPERVISION OF THE

ELOERS AND RABBI OR APPRENTICESHIP; FOR A TRADE. THE APPRENTICESHIP USUALLY L,A,STED

rOR THO YEARS WITH HARDLY ANY PAY AND JUST FOR KEEP. EVENTUALLY AT ABOUT THE AGE OF

rOIJRTEEN OR FIFTEEN A}]D EVEN IF YOU MASTERED A TRADE lTlERE HERE FEI.I PROSPECTS OF EM-
rLOYIIENT AND THE EYER PR,ESENT TEAR OT EVEMUAL CONSCBITTION INTO THE ARMY. THE ONLY

ANSI{ER WAS EI'IIGRATION TO AMERICA AT THA? TENDER AGE AND IN MOST CASES SEPARATION FROM

FAMILY FOR MOD AND NEVER SEEING THEI'I AGAIN.
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m BASHTRASK soMEwHAT, I,APY llAS A TYPICAL SHTETEL, 1'Io DocToRS AVAII,ABLE AND oNLY A

FELSHER OR PHARMACIST WHOSE ADVICE WAS SOUGHT IN EXTREME EMERGENCIES AND ORDINARILY

REMEDIES WM.E HANDED DOWN FROM ONE GENERATION TO ATiOTHER' THE TOWN BARBER PULLED

TEETH AND IN THE CASE OF A TOOTH ACHE, COTTON SOAKED IN VODI(A I^IAS THE PRESCBIBED

r,{EDrcrNE. oF COURSE, }CI NEWSPAPERS REACHED US AND LrrrLE CoI'$IUMCATTON WrrH THE

OUTSIDE WORLD.

ANTI-SEMITIS}I OF THE I^IORST VIRULENT TYPE HAS RAI'IPANT IN THE SURROUNDING GOIESHA COM-

MUNITY WHICH WAS ALMOST ENTIRELY POLICH. THIS WAS A RESUTT OF THE FACT THE RUSSIANS

JUST SUFFERED THE STUBBORN JEWS rc EXIST BUT TTIE PALE I^IAS CONSIDERED AS SUB-HI'MANS

AND A THREAT TO THE CONIROI, BY THE RUSSIANS AND AS A RESULT THE POTES VENTED TTIEIR

SPLEEN AND ANTI-SEMITISM ON THE AGE OLD G0AT THE DETENSELESS JE}IS'

THE MOST DANGEROUS PART OF THE YEAR FOR THE JEWS IN LAPY WAS THE EASTER AND CHRIST-

MAS PERTODS WHEN rr WAS NOT SAGE TO $Ny JEW T0 BE TOLJND OUTSTDE OF HrS HOME. THE

DRT,NK cELEBMNTS INcLIJDING Alry SOLDIM STATIONED IN THE VICITY AND EGGED ON BYI

THE CHURCH AND pOLrCE, GOUND GREAT S?oRT rN HARASSTNG JEWS. oNE SrDE EFFECT 0F

ALL TI{IS WAS TO I'IAKE THE JEWISH COMMUNITY MORE COHESIVE.

rJnnN a WEDDINc TOoK PLACE N0 IWITATIONS WERE NEEDED' THE ENTIRE C0['${UNITY RICH 0R

POOR CELEBRATED THE EYENT. BY THE SAME TOKEN HHEN A DEATH OCCURED THE ENTIRE GROUP

WENT INTO MOURNING.

THE SHi]L, THE CHEDEI AND EVEN MY AUNT LIBBY'S HOME WERE SITUATED AT THE CENTER OF

TriE TOWN NEAR THE PAVED SQUARE. I PARTICULARY ENJ0YED IllE PRETARATIONS FoR lIlE
PASSOVm.

THE SCHOOL TERM ENDED AND TTIE HHOLE TOHN PITCHED IN TO BAKE THE MATZOS UNDR THE

SUPERVISION OF THE RABBI AND MAKE SUCH OT}IER ITEMS AS MICHT BE NEEDED FOR TTIE WEEK.

AUNT LIBBY KOSHm|ED THE STOVE AND HOME AND WAS THE CENTER OF ALL ACTIVITIES' EVMY'
ONE INCLUDING ALL YOI.]NGSTERS CONTRIBUTED TO THE EFFORT IN BAKING Tl{E MATZOHS AND

PRE?ARING THE FARFEL AND FIOI.'R. ALLOTMENTS WME MADE ACCORIND TO ONES NEED. WE

LOVED TO ALI,OWED TO WORK THE HUGE WOODEN PESTLE,

I ALMOST FORGOT TO MENTION THE PURIM CELEBRATION OF A MONTH BEFORE PASSOVER, THE

RECITATIONS OF THE SCROLL OT ESTIIER,THE HANGING OF HAUAN IN EFFIGY, IHE PURIM

SPIEL A}IDGIFTS. WHAT A PERIOD OF JOY FOR US KTDS.

TIME MARCHED ON IN A MORE OR LESS QUIET WAY AND HARDLY EFFECTED BY OUTSIDE POLITIC-
AL OR NEWS EVEMS. WE KNEI"I LITTLE OR WERE HARDLY TOUCHED BY THE FERMENT TAKING

PLACE IN THE I,ARGE CITIES AND OF THE TT]RN TO SOCIALISM BY THE WORKERS SUTFERING

I'NDER THE YOKE OF SUPRESSION OF THE CZARS AND THEIR HENCHMEN.

MOTHEI RECEIVED HER MONTHLY R&TITTANCE FROM TATHER AND EVENT WAS CEISRATED BY

BI.MNG WHITE BREAD AND CAKE AT THE BAKRY A CHANGE FROM THE HOME BAKED BLACK

BREAD. OuR DIET DID NOT INCLIJDE SUCH LII{URIES AS MILK, EGGS AND SUCH FANCY ITEI'IS

AS ORANGES THAT ONLY EXISTED IN DREAMS. WE DID HAVE PLENTY OT CABBAGE SOI]P' BORSHT,

KASHE, POTATOES AND ANY VEGETABLE THAT NEIGI{BORING TARMERS WOULD SELL OR GIVE AWAY

A}D RARELY SOME I'{EAT.

THE ONLY PROBLEM THAT IRESENTED ITSELF WAS THE AGRf,EMENT ON ADDRESSING THE LETTMS
TO FATHER. FATHER WROTE OUT IN I'IDDISH THE NEHARK, N J ADDRESS BUT THE ONLY MAN

IN TOWN WHO COULD 
',IRITE 

ENGLISH AND CHARGED A FEE TOR ADDRESSING LETTERS SAID THAT

TATHER HAS I,IRONG AND THAT NO NEWARK EXISTED ONLY NEW YORK WAS ON THE MAP. SO WITH

THE LETTM.S GOING ASIRAY TATHER FINALLY DECIDED TO EI\CI.OSE SELT-ADDRESSED ENVELOPES.
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THE YEAR ]-903 BROUGHT TWO WORLD SHATTERING EVENTS TOR US. THE RUSSO-JAPENESE WAR

AI{D THE IERRIBLE PROGROMS OR MASSACRES PMPETRATED ON IHE JEWS.

FATHM NEVM INTENDED TO REMAIN PERMANENTLY IN THE GODLESS AND NON-OBSERVANT

AMERICA FOR HIS HOPE HAD ALWAYS BEEN TO RAISE HIS TI.IO SONS AS STRICT FOLI.OWMS OF

ORTHODOX JT'DAISM AND THAT COI]LD ONLY BE PRACTICED IN THE GHETTOS OF EIIROPE,

WITH THE OUT-BREAK OF THE WAR BETWEEI.J RUSSIA AND JAPAN FATHER BEING IN THE ACTIYE
RESERVE WAS IMMEDIATELY CALLED T,P FOR AC?IVE DI}TY, BEING IN AMMICA HE DID NOT
ANSI.IM. THE CALL TO ARMS AND WAS THMEFME SUBJECT I.'PON APPREHENSION TO BE SHOT AS
A I3AITOR. THIS SITUATION THBEFORE FORCLOSED ANY THOUGTIT OF TATHER EVM. RETURN-
ING TO RUSSIA ( A UTAVTN SENT CTTI) I ,

THE SECO}ID TMRIBLE EVENT WAS THE I'II]RDEROUS PROGROM, TTIE FORERUNNER OF MANY OTHERS
IN KIEV, THE CITY WHERE GOLDA'MEIR WAS BORN WHICH EVENT SHE SO ABLY DESCRIBES WHEN

SHE WAS 5 YTARS OtD.

THE NEWS OF THE PROGROM REACHED US IN LAPY BX I.IAY OF A TRAVELING PREACHER, T}IE
RABBI ST]MMOMD THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY TO SHIJL. THE HOIY ARK WAS OPENED AND PRAYERS
rOR THE DEAD WERE RECIIED. THE JEWISH COMMUNITY I{AS SHAKEN TO ITS ROOTS FOR WE

ALL KNEW THAT IR,AYM,S Wm.E NO GURANTEE FOR OUR SAFETY.

NEWS RACHED US OF PS,OGROMS TAKING PLACE IN OTHER PARTS OF RUSSIA AND POL,AND A}ID IN
OUR LITTLE TOWN OUR POLISH NEIGHBORS WARNED US TO ffiPECT SIMILAR TREATMEM. }IOTHER

QUICKLEY HID OT'R FEW BELONGINGS IN THE COCK.IOFT AND I,ETT FOR THE NEAREST LARGE
CITY OF SAKOLA WHER.E WE HAD SOME CIOSE RELATIVES OF FATHERS. WE STAYED THERE UNTIL
THINGS SETTLED DOI^IN AND BECAME NORMAL.

IN NEARBY BIALYSTOK, A TARGE TEXTILE CENTER WITH A LARGE WORKER'S ELE}IENT, THE
YOUNG JEWS DECIDED T0 DO SOMETHING TO PR0TECT THEMSELVES. THEY ORGAMZED THE['I?-,
SELVES, HENT TO THE WOODS ON THE SABBATH, PRACTICED TTIE USE OT ARMS. LACKING ARMS
USED BROOM-HANDLES AND WOODEN CIUBS. THEY WERE fl(COMMI.'NICATED FOR THEIR EFFORTS
IN BREAKING THE SABBATH BUT WHEN THE PROGROM FINALLY TOOK PLACE, THEY GAVE FAR
MORE THAN THEY RECEIVED. AS A RESULT OF TIIESE EVENTS FATHER HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO
SEND FOR US AIID TO IMMEDIATELY MOVIDE FOR OUR PASSAGE.

THE USUAL MEANS OF LEAVING RUSSIA WAS BY A SMUGGLER WHO WOULD SNEAK YOU ACROSS THE
BORDER INTO GERMANY FOR A FEE. AN OFFICIAL PASSPORT COULD NOT BE OBTAINED. GER:
MANy PM.MITTED THIS PASSING THROUGH BECAUSE IT MEANT BUSINESS FOR ITS SHIPPING
LINES.

MOTHER SAID fiIAT UNDM, }O CIRCI.]MSTANCE WOULD SHE TRUST A S}'UGGLER ANE WORK WAS
STARTED BY RELATIVES TO OBTAIN THE PROPER PASSPORTS BY PAYING T}IE OFFICIALS IN
CHARGE. FINALLY AFTER WEEKS OF }'AMPUI,ATION WE HERE INFORMED THAT PROPER PASS.
PORTS WOIILD BE ISSUED BUT ONLY ON A TEMPORARY BASIS AND FOR HEALTH AIqD MEDICAL
TREAII{ENT IN GERI*IANY. THIS RESIRICTION WAS FOR SHOW O}{LY ATD PERMANEMT PERMISSION
DENIED BECAUSE OF TWO FUTURE CANDIDATES FOR THE ARMY.

MOTHER NOW WROTE FATHER TI{AT WE W0U,D BE LEAVING 0N A CERTAIN SHIP At\D NOT To D(-
PECT ANY FTiRTHER I'{AIL. THEN BAD FORTI'NE AND ANOTHER DELAY IN THE ISSUING OF THE
PASSPORT WH CH FI.IBTHER PAY}IEMS CLEARED UP. THIS DELAY TTIRNED OUT TO BE THE
GREATEST GIFT OF LIFE AS WILL BE SEEN IATER.
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PRE\TTOUS TO THE LAST DELAY WE SPENT A HEEK IN BIALYSTOK, STAYING WITH SOME SARASOHNS

AND GETTING MEDIC.I\L CHECX-UPS.

THE U. S. IMMIMATION AUTHORITIES WERE VERY SIB'ICT IN DGMINING ALL IMMIGRANTS FOR

TRACHOMA OF THE EYES OR ANY OTHER COMMI,'NICABLE DISEASES.

FINALLY THE GOOD NEI.IS THAT THE PASSPORTS WERE READY. WE WERE THE ENVY OF THE WHOLE

IOWN AND WERE IOADED DOWN HITH ADDRESSES OF REI,ATIVE OF THE TOWNSPEOPLE IN THE U. S'
A}ID HAD TO TROMISE TO BE SURE TO ?ASS ON,PERSONAL REGARDS. AS FAR AS THE LANDSLEIT
WERE CONCERNED NE[d YORK WAS THE T,IHOIE UNITED STATES AND THE RELATIVES IN TEXAS I'JERE

ONLY NEXT DOOR TO NEW YORK CIfi.

WE T.IEM TO A NEARBY VILTAGE HHERE WE SAID GOODBYE TO GMNDFATHM, FLEISHM, OF COURSE,

ALL GOODBYES WERE FOREVER AND TINAL. SANNG GOODBYE TO A1JNT LIBBY, UNCLE AND COUSINS

AND NEIGTIBORS WAS NOT AN EASY MATTER.

MOTHER PACKED OUR FEI{ BETONGINGS, IRI}IARILY THE FEATHER BEDS, THE SAMOVAR, COPPER-

WARE, CANDLESTICKS AND SOME BOOKS. MOTHER TOI,D SAM THAT NOW HE WAS THE HEAD OF THE

FAMILY OR LEADER AND TO BE IN FUI.,L CHARGE. THROUGHOUT THE EMIRE TRIP HE PERFORMED

ABLY AND TOOK CARE OF US IN A MANNER'TTIAT NO GROWN-UP COUI.D HAVE BETTERED.

THE FIRST I,AP OF THE TRIP TO THE UNITED STATES CONSISTED OF A 24 HOUR RAILROAD RIDE
TO LIBAU IN LATVIA WHICH IS A SEAMRT ON THE BALTI]C SEA. OUR ACCOMADTIONS ON THE

IRAIN WERE FAR TROM FIRST CI4,SS. WE CARRIED OUR OWN FOOD, MAINLY BI,ACK BREAD AND

HERRING AND OF COURSE THE TIN TEAKETTLE WITHOUT WHICH NO RUSSIAN IRAVLER COULD

VENTT'RE TO GO ABROAD. AT EVBRY TRAIN STOP OF ANY LENGTH, SAM WOTJLD RUSH TO THE

ENGINE AND HAVE TI{E ENGINEER FILL THE KETTLE WITH HOT WATER SO THAT WE COULD WASH

DOWN Ot]R MEAL WITH GOOD HOT TEA.

IN LIBOU WE ERE QUARTERED AT A HOTEL,TTIAT WAS INCLLUDED IN OUR FARE, FOR AN OVER-
MGHT STAY TO WAIT FOR A SMALL BOAT TO TAKE US TO COPENHAGEN.

THE TRIP TO COPENHAGEN OR THE SECOND LAP OF OUR JOURNEY WHERE I^iE WOUI,D BOARD THE

LARGE STEAMER OF THE RUSSO.AMERICAN LINE TO BE TAKEN TO NEW YORK, LASTED TWO DAYS.
WE Wm,E ALMOST SCARED INTO RETURNING TO LAPY WHEN ON THE }IORNING AFTER OUR ARRIVAL
IN LIBOU A CROT'P OF JEHS CHECKED IN AT THE HOTEL I.IITH THE STORY TTIAT THEY WERE DE-
NIED ?TRMISSION TO SAIL AT CO?ENHAGEN TOR TTIYSICAL REASONS AND WERE WARNED TO EX.
PECT THE SAME ISEAIUENT. THE SHIP LINES Wm'E OBLIGATED TO RETT'RN FREEE OF CHARGE

ANY IMMIGRANT WHO WAS DEMED ENTRY BECAUSE OF MEDICAL RESONS. FINALLY AND WITH
}IUCTI 1SEPIDATION MOTHER DECIDED TO CONTINUE THE JOURNEY.

WE ARRIVED IN COPNEHAGEN AND STAYED ABOARD SHIP FOR ABOUT THREE DAYS WAITING FOR

OCEAN GOING LINER TO TAKE US ACROSS THE BIG POND. THE DOCK OR QUAY WAS LARGE,
CLEAN AND BEAI.I]IFUL. THE DAY AFTffi' OI.R ARRIVAL A COI''MITTEE FRO}I l}iE COPENHAGEN

JEI^IISH COMMMIITT TAI.IK AI,L THE CHILDREN FOR A SIGHT-SEEING TOUR OF THE CITY AND

}ROVIDED US WITH ENTERTAIMIENT, REFRESHMENTS AND TREATS OF FRUIT AND C,ANDY.

AFTER SEVERAL DAYS WE WERE IRANSFERRED TO THE OCEAN LIMR AND THE THIRD OR FINAL
LEG OF OUR TRIP BEGAN. WE ]RAVELED STEERAGE, LOCATED IN THE HOID OF THE SHIP A}ID
CONSISTED OF ONE VERY LARGE OPEN ROOM WITH ACCOMODATIONS FOR ABOUT 2OO PEOPLE.
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THE ACCOMODATIONS CONSISTED OF IRON IRIPLE DECKER COTS LINING THE SIDES OF THE ROOM,
NO GT'RTAINS SEPARATING THE UMTS ANTD OPEN SPACE IN THE CENTER TOR A LARGE TABLE WHERE
IARGE BOWLS CONTAINING MOIJNDS OF POTATOS AND OTHER SLOPS AND BREAD AND UTENSILS WERE
DTMPED.

WE HAD TO SERYE OURSELVES AND IF YOU WERENT ADELPT AT PUSHING OR ELBOWING YOUR I,IAY
TI{ROUGH YOU JUST WENT WITHOIJT. SAM SOMEHOW MANAGED THAT IDA AND I DIDN'T GO HI'NGRY.
MA}{Y OF THE OLDER PEOPLE DID NOT EAT THE TOOD THAT WAS ST'PPLIED BECAUSE IT WAS NOT
KOSHER.

I'IOTHER WAS CONFINED TO BED FOR MOST OF THE TRIP WITH SEA-SICKNESS AND }{TIEN HER
STOMACH PERMITTED SHE EXISTED MAINLY ON BREAD AND TEA, FOR SOME I]NKNOWN REASON
TH8 THREE OF US GROWN-T,P YOI'NGSTERS SHOWED NO SIGNS OF SEA-SICKNESS AND RATHER ENJOY-
ED THE TRIP.

THERE WERE SEVERAL STAIRWAYS LEADING FROM STEERAGE OR ?HE NETHER REGIONS TO THE
UPPER DECKS AND UNDER NO CIRCT]MSTANCES HERE WE PERMITTED TO THE FIRST AND SECOND
CI,ASS DECKS. OCCASIONALLY THE 1JPPER CLASS PASSENGERS LEAMNG OVER THEIR RAILINGS
WOI'I,D S?ORT THEI'ISELVES BY TI{ROWING FRUIT OR CA}iD DOWN AND WATCH US SCRAMBLE TOR
SAME.

rN GENERAL THE TRrP WHrCH IOOK ABOITT r}{o WrrDS WAS QUrrE UNEVEMIFT]L EXCEPT THAT ONE
FOINT THE SHIP STOWED DOWN AND PRAYERS WERE OFFERED TOR THE PEOPLE ffi{O IOST THEIR
LIVES WHEN THE SHIP AND LL PASSENGERS AHEAD OT OURS SANK AT ABOUT THIS LOCATION.

I.,ATER WHEN WE ARRIYED IN THE U. S. WE LMRNED TTIAT TTIE SHIP THAT SANK WAS THE ONE
WE I,IERE SCTIEDULED TO SAIL ON. SINCE MOTHER NEVER INEORMED FATHER OF THE DEI,AY IN
SAILING HE JUST ASSUMED T1IAI I,IE WERE ABOARD THE FATAL SHIP. FOR SEVERAL DAYS HE
SPENT A 24 HOI]R VIGIT AT THE NEW YORK OFFICE OF THE LINE TO SEARCH THE PASSEMER
LIST OF TI{E SHIP THAT SANK AND ALMOST LOST HIS MIND WHILE WAITING. FINALLY THE
GOOD NEWS THAT TOR SOME REASON WE WERE NOT ABOARD. SO}MWHERE TT]ERE MUST HAVE BEENA GIIIDING SPIRIT ?HAT OI.IR TIME WAS NOT UP, IT IT WERE NOT THE DEIAYS IN ISSUNG THE
PASSPORTS I WOULD I{OT BE I-]RIfiNG THIS MEMOIR.

TIMI,LY THE GREAT BAEAUTIFUL DAY ARRIVED WHEN OT]R SHIP SHIP ENTERED NEW YORK HARBOR
AND WE DOCKED. I DONT REMEMBER AT }&IICH RIVER OR PIER WE TIED-I.]P BUT I DO RECALL
BEING TRANSFERRED TO A FERRY THAT TCIOK US TO EELIS ISLAND THE GATEWAY TO AMERTCA
FOR PROCESSING. THAT DAY ALSO STANDS OUT IN I"IY MIND THAT BECAUSE OF TI{E ARRIVALIN U.S. tr,IATERS THE SHIPS MASTER CELEBRATED THE EVENT BY sERvINc US HARD-BoILED
EGGS AND HOT ROLLS FOR BEAKFAST. THE RECEIVING ROOM AT THE RECEPTTON CENTER HAS
D(CEPTIONALLY IJRGE WITH MANY HUMINING ROOMS, OFFICES AND HOLDING ROOMS FoR
IMMIGRAI{TS.

SINCE OUR SHIP I.JAS THE THIRD OR LAST ONE M ARRIVE THAT DAY WE WERE TOLD ?HAT OI]R
TURN FoR PRoCESSING CoirLD NoT BE REACHED THAT DAY,THAT WE WoULD HAVE T0 SLEEP oVERAT UNCLE SAM'S II{PENSE AND BE PROCESSED AND RELEASED THE FOLIOIiING DAY. FATHER AND
AND HIS SISTM AUNT LENA WHO HAD BEEN AIfrIOUSLY WAI?ING FOR US THE WHOLE LONG DAYFINALLY PREVAILED ON THE AUTTiORITIES TO TAKE US OUT OF TIIRNFOR INTERVIEWS AND PRO.CESSING, IT WAS EVENING WHEN WE WERE DELIVERED TO FATHER_A,TN-AUTII LENA.-
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I WELL REMEMBER THE RIDE ACROSS THE BAY TO JMSEY CITY AND THE LONG RIDE BY ELECTRIC

TROLLEY TO NET.IARK. THE THRILL OT SEEING ALL I}IOSE ELECTRIC LIGHTS TI.]RNING NIGHT INTO
DAYLIGHT 15 SOMETHING THAT I MULD NEVER TORGET. AI,L T}IOSE BEAUTIFUL WELL PAVED

SIBEETS, TA1I BIIILDINGS AND GMI\D SHOPS TRI.]LY THIS MUST BE THE LOND OF GOLD.

THE FIRST THING THAT AUNT LE}.14 DID WHEN I"IE ARRIVE AT HER FLAT WAS TO GIVE US A GOOD

SOAP AND HOT WATER SCRI]BBING BY WAY OF TTIE KITCHEN SLATE WASH TIjBS. I.trE I{ERE FED

GIVEN SOI'IE NIGHT CLOTHES AhD BI.]NDLBD OFF TO BED WITH HEAVENTY DREAMS, AI'NID LENA WAS

CHII,DLESS AND WE LIKE ALL HE NEPHEWS AND NIECES WERE IMMEDIATLEY ADOPTED AS HER OI.IN

CHILDREN. AUNT LENAIS HUSBAND I.]NCLE MOISHE RABINOWITZ, A PAINTER BV TRADE, HOVERING
IN THE BACKGROI]ND AND ALTTIOUGH STERN IN AP?EARA}iCE, DID HIS BEST TO LIVEN THINGS UP

FOR THE NEWLY ARRIVED GREENHORNS.

ATINT LENA RENTED A FLAT FOR US IN A FOI]R STORY EIGHT FAMILY FRAME BTIILDING TWO DOORS

FROM WHERE SHE LIVED ON BRUCE ST. T1IIS WAS A GOOD ARRAI.IGE}iEM BECAUSE SHE COTJI.D

THEN KEE? A 24 H0UR I,IATH ON US AND INITITATE TIiE NELI GREENHORNS li0l,[ TO LIVE IN A

CIVILIZED Mf,RICA.

TTIE FLATS WERE E'IVE RMMS RAITROAD TYPE OF THE USUAL PLAN WITH THE BACK ROOM THE

I{TCHEN OR FAMILY ALL PURPOSE ROOM, lHE FRON ROOM AND SAMLL HAIT BEDROOM HAVING
DIRECT LIGHT TO THE OUTSIDE. ON TTiE BACK PORCH T1IERE WAS A I'IALL TOILET ROOI{ COM}ION

10 BOTH FLATS ON THEFLOOR AND AN OVERHEAD FLUSH TANK I^ITIICH FROZE SOLID IN THE COLD

WEATHER.

THE LIGHTING WAS BY GT\S FIXTI.JRES WITH THE WELLSBACH MANILES, CELING MOTJNTED IN THE
CENTER OF THE ROO}I. THERE WAS NO CENTRAL HEATING EACH FI.AT HAVING A BLASK CAST IRON
STOVE IN THE KITCHEN FOR COOKING AND HEATING AIiD A GAS CONNECTION FOR A TWO BURNER

TABLE TOP GAS RANGE TO BE SUPPLIED BY THE TENANT.

I.IE IIERE PARTICUI,ARLY WANRD THAT TINDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WERE WE TO BLOW OUT AND PILOT
LIGHT OR THE LIGHTING FI}ETI.RES IN OBDER TO E(TINGUISH SAME BECAUSE THE ESCAPING GAS

MEANT SI'RE DEATH. SA}1 WAS PUT IN CHARGE OF MAINTENANCE OF THE GAS APPLIANES. THERE
WERE LOTS AND LOTS OT THINGS TIIAT WE HAD rc LEARN IN ORDER. TO ADJUST TO THIS NEW AND

MOVERN I.IAY OF IIFE.

WE HAD ARRIVED AT THE END OF AUGUST I9O4, JUST A FEH WEEKS BEFORE ROSH HASHONAH AND

ONE OF TI]E FIRST THINGS ffiAT FATHER HAD TO DO WAS TO BT'Y US NEI.I CLOTHES FROM INSIDE
OUT AM TROM HEAD TO TOE. THE CLOI}IES I^IE CAME WITH IMMEDIATELY LABELED US NEH GREEN-
HORNS FROM T}IE SHTETEL AND THAT WAS UNTHINKABLE.

ON ARRIVEING IN THIS COUNTRY FATHER BECAME THE FIRST HEBREW TEACHER IN NEWARK AND DID
QUITE r.tELL SINCE THE ORTHODOX JEWISH COMIIUNTTY WAS GROWING BY LEAPS AND BoirNDS AND
THIS WAS THE ONLY I.]AY THAT RELIGIOUS TEAO}IING COULD BE PROVIDED. WHILE THE STUDENT

FEES WME SMALL SO WAS THE COST OF LIVING. FOR EXAMPTE RENT WAS ONLY NINE DOLLARS
A lONTTi, ROLLS I{ERE TEN CENTS A BAKERS DOZEN r\ND MOTHER WITH A D0LLAR AND A HALF IN
HER POCKET COULD CO SHOPPING ON THURSDAY EVENING AND BTIY A CHICKEN, TISH AND ALL
THE IRIMMINGS FOR THE SABBATTI MEAL.

WE LIVED AT THE BRUCE ST ADDRES ONLY A COI]PLE OF MOMTiS AND THEN MOVED TO BOID ST
ABOUT EIGHT BLOCKS FROM AUNT LENAIS FI,AT. FATHER WAS A STRICT OBSEVANT JEW BUT
HIS OI,DER BROTHER AND SISTERS ALTITOUGH OBSERVING THE DIETERY LAWS DID NOT FOLLOW AIJ,
OF THE RELIGIOUS DICTATES AND WERE SCIALIST IN THEIR POLIfiCS. ALTHOUGH MILES APART
IN THEIR APPROACH TO LIFE THEY AND FATHER RESPECTED EACH OTHERS WAYS AI{D IN NO WAY
CHANGED THE FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS. FATHER WAS AFRAID OF OUR BEING CONTAMINATED AND
SO THE CHANGE IN RESIDENCE.
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BOYD ST WAS A STREET ABOUT FIVE BLOCKS LONG, PAVED I.IITII PAINTED COBBLESTONES. WE
CERTAINLY NEEDED NO AI.ARH CTOKS TO I.IAKE US MORNINGS. THE VARIOUS DELIVERY WAGONS
WITTI THEIR IRON RIMMED I.IHEELS DID THE JOB QUITE WELL.

BoYD ST AllD THE SIRROm{DrNG STREETS WERE IN THE THIRD WARD, ONE OF THE oLDEST SEC-
TIONS OF THE CITY HHICH IIAD BEEN OCCT,PIED PR.IMARILY BY PEOPLE OF GER},IAN BACKGROT'ND
AI'ID IRISH Cd,THOLICS AT{D NoW BEmMING THE CEl{tB. oF JEwIsH LIFE.

MWARK LOCATED ON THE PASSAIC RIVER ACROSS THE BAY FROM NEI.I SORK CITY !{AS SETTLED
I.I{ 1566 BY A BAND HEADED BY ROBERT TB,EAT ORIGINATING IN RHODE ISI,AND sEEKING
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. THE PI.'RITANS IN RHODE ISLAND, AS IN OTHER PARTS OF NEW ENGI.AND,
BELIEVED IN REIGIOUS ONLY FOR TIIEMSETVES.

NEWARK AT THAT TIME COVERED WHAT IS NOW ALL OF ESSD( OOI.JNTY AND F8.OM I.'HICH EVENTU.
ALLY ABOUT FIFTEEN CITIES WERE CARVED AND BECAME A MECCA TOR THE TIDE OF II4MIGRA-
TION THAT STARTED AT THE TURN OF THE CENII.'RY. THE MAIN ATIRATION BEING THE OPPOR.
TTJNITIES TOR EMPLOY!'ENT AND AI,SO THE SIGHT OF AN OCCASIOML TREE OR A POT OF GRASS.

MOST OF THE U.S. WAS WASP TERRITORY UNTIL THE INDUSTSIAL REVOLUTION OF 185OIS IN
EI.'ROPE AND THE POTATO FAMIM IN IREI.AND. WHEN TTIE NEWS OF THE GOLD DISCOVERY IN
CALIFORMA IN 1848 BROKE, TT{AT WAS THE FINAL DRAWING CARD, TTIE AMEBICAN SLEEPING
GIANT AWOKE AND ITIE TIDE OF IMMIGRATION STARTED.

NEWARK BECAUSE OF ITS GOOD WATER SUPPLY EYENTUALLY BECAME SECOND TO MILWAUKEE IN
THE BREWING OT BEER, !.IHLCH INDUSTRY WAS E(CLUSIVETY IN THE HANDS OT THER GERMANS.
AS A RESI'LT OF THE IARGE NI.MBER OF ETHNIC GERMNS IN ESSEX COTJNTY AND IN NEWARK
THEY BECAME A POLITICAL FORCE ELECTING A GERMAN, JAKE HAUSTING AS MAYOR OF NEWARK.

SCHOOL TIME NOW ARRIVED AND WE REGISTERED AT EIGHIEENTH AVE SCHOOL. }TE DID NOT
KNOH A WORD OF ENGLISH AND FAIIIER IOLD US TO GIVE OUR HEBREI, TIRST NAMES WHEN REG.
ISTERING, BUT OtR AUNT KNEW BETTER AND PINNED tHE NAMES OF SAlt, LOIIIS AND IDA TO
OIA SHIRTS ALTHOUGH STRICTLY SPEAKING THEY ARE NOT A TRUE INTERPETATION OF OI.'R
GIVEN I.IAMES.

THE THREE OF US REGARLESS OF OIIR AGES I.IERE PUT IN CI,ASS ONE B THE FIRST CIASS IN
PRIMARY SCHOOL. FATHER PR.OVIDED US WITH TUTORS IN ORDER TO CATCH I,'P WITH OUR AGE
GROUP. THE ?UTORS WERE BY A BARTER ARRANGEIENT AND IN RETTIRN TOR FATHER'S IEACH-
ING OF HEBREI.I AI\D I^IE LEARNED FAST,

THE NEIGHBORHOOD STILL CONTAINED A SPRINGKLING OF GERMANS AND IRISH AND FIRST
WORDS TTIAT WE LEARNED IN THE NEW LAI{D WERE S.O.B, SHEENEE AND CHRIST KILLER, BE-
FORE WE EVEN KNEW WHAT THEY MEANT. WE HAD TO ASK FOR PROTECTION BECAUSE OF PHYS-
ICAL HARASSMEM. ANTI-SEMITISM FOLIOHED US TO AMERICA ALTHOUGH NOT IN THE SAI"IE
VIRULENT }TANNER THAT WE HAD EXPERIENCED IN POLAND. TIIE YUDEN-HATE OF THE GERMANS
AND THE INCITEMEM TO HATRED BY THE PRIESTS FOR TIIE SIN OF EAYING GIVEN BIRTH TO
TO THE JEW KNOWN AS JESUS WAS ACTIVE.

ALMOST FROM THE rtME THAT I^IE I,ANDED IN THE U.S. SA}M STARTED TO COMPIAIN OT SEVERE
HEADACHES. IN ORDER T0 OBTAIN THE BEST MEDICAL TREAISIEI\iT FOR HII'I MY ALINT TOoK HIH
TO ROOSEVELT AND GOWERNETTN HOSPITAL CLINS IN NEH YORK CITY. THEY WERE UMBLE TO
DISCOVER THE REASONS TIOR HIS HEADACHES AND ADVISED THAT HE GET PLEHTY OT REST AND
FRESH AIR. FINAIJY IN ESPEIiATION FATHER DECIDED SO ENLIST THE HELP OF OI.'R BRISKER
KtIv COTOR. ATTER EXAMIMNG SAUE, DR PRICE FOUND THAT SAU WAS FAR SIGHTED AND
II4T_IIE ONLY CL'RE 1{AS FOR THE RECTJRRTNG HEADACHES tpULD BE THE }TEARTNG OF pRopERKIASSES. THAT CI.'RED SAMIS HEADACHES.
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THE FIRST TERM WAS SOON OVER AND NO FT'RTHER NEED FOR TUTORING. BOTI{ SAM & I DID
WELL BUT IDA FOR SOME UNKOWN REASON REFUSED TO COO}ERATE AND T}IE TEACHER SAID
THAT IDA WAS BEING PROMOTED ONLY BECAUSE OF THE FEAR OF THE HARMFUL EFFECT OF

MAKING IDA REPEAT THE CI,ASS AND SEPARATION FROM US.

OIIR PROGRESS AT SCHOOL WAS GOOD WITH IDA FINALLY GETTING A CHANGE OF MIND. THE

CONTINUAL DAILY I,ECTURES AND REMINDERS BY FATHER OF WHAT A WONBERTUL OPPORTUNITY
I.JE I{AD FOR A GOOD EDUCATION, SOMETHING RUSSIA WOT LD NEVER HAVE GMN US ALSO
HELPED. THIS HOT,IE MOTIVATION UNFORTI'IrIATELY IS I.,ACKING IN A GOOD MANY HOMES OF

TODAY. A FRIE}ID OF MINE AN ATTORNEY SAID I.T HAS A MONTH OF BREAD AND WATER IF
YOU BROUGHT HOME A POOR REPORT CARD.

IT !,IAS HARDLY STRANGE THAT OUT OT THE CI,OSELY PACKED GHBTTO CATIE A DR H H KESSLER
A WORLD REKNOWN OTHOPEDIC SI'RGEON AND WHO A GREATFT]L COHMI.'NITY B1IILT A WONDERTUL
SANITORIIJ}'. HIS FOLKS RAN A GROCERY STORE ACROSS THE STREET FROM US AND AT THE
OTHER END OF THE BIOCK THE FI,AX ['A!{ILY WITH TITREE SONS ALL DOCTORS. THERE WERE
MANY OTHEER PROFESSIOI{AIS AND OUTSTAIIDING BUSINESS MEN REARED IN THIS AREA IN
SgtTE OF MANY HARDSHIPS. I CAN NEVER FORGET THE STATE!{EM MADE TO ME BY ONE OF
THE TEACHERS THAT SHE WAITED LONG FOR A TMNSFER TO EIGI.ITEENTH AVE SCHOOL BE.
CAUSE OF THE }OTIVATION AND THE GREAT WILLINGNESS OT THE STTJDENTS TO LEARN,
THE EIGHTEENTH AVE SCHooL WAS oNE 0F THE oLDEST, pROBABLY BUrLT ARomlD L860,
THOSE TEACHER I CALLED DEDICATED AND INCIDEMAI,LY THERE WASNTT ONE JEWISH TEACHER
IN TIIE WHOTE SCHOOL.

AFTER ABOUT A YEAR OF THE PARENTS PINCHING PENNIES THEY SAVED ENOUGH TO SATISFY
TT{EIR DREAM AND PUT A DOWN PAlryTENT FOR A HOUSE THEY COULD CAIT THEIR OWN, THE
HOUSE WAS LOCATED ON L VINGSTON STREET, JUST A STONES THROW FROI"I THE FOURTH
PRECINCT rcLICE STATION. MINME WAS BORN HERE ON ELECTION DAY IN ].905. THE
GREENBERG ESTATE CONSISTED OF A FRA}IE TT.IO STORY TT"IO FA}'ILY DWELLING AT TI{E FRONT
OF TTIE LOT AND A T'{O STORY FRAME THREE TAMILY DWELLING AT THE REAR OF TTIE LOT
AND IN BETWEEN THE TIiIO DWELLINGS TI{REE SMALL FBAM STORAGE CIOSETS. THE TOTAL
COST OF THIS REAL ESTATE WAS THIRTY FIVE HI'NDRED DOIJARS.

FATHER ATTHOUGH A BORN TEACHER WAS GETTING MORE BORED EVERY DAY WITH THE CHORE OF
TRYING TO ROUSE A INTEREST IN HIS STT'DEN?S IN HEBREW, THE TORAH, ETC. THE STU-
DENTS WERE NOT INTERESTED AND ONLY ATTENDED AFTER REGUI,AR SCHOOL CASSES BECAUSE
OF PAREMAT PRESSI,'RE AND ALSO K}IEW THAT SUCH ATTENDANCE WOIJI,D END I.IITH THEIR
BAR-UITZVAH.

FATHER WAS SO SINCERE IN HIS EFFORTS TO GET HIS MESSAGE ACCROSS THAT ON SEVERAL
OCCASIONS I HEARD HII'{ TELL SOUE OF HIS TT]DENTS THAT HE COULD NOT ACCEPT THEIR
WEEKLY PAYMEM OF FIFTY OR SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS BECAUSE HE WAS NOI SUCCESTUL IN
TEACI1ING TIIEM ANYTHING THA,T WEEK. AS A RESTILT THERE WAS A GOOD DEAL OF ARGTS{ENT
BETWEEN FATHER AND MOfiIER AS TO WTIAT HOT'I.,D BE USED TO BTry GROCERIES WITT{OUT
COLLECTTNG TEES.

FAI}IER FI}IALLY DROPPED TACHING AND WENT INTO THE BUSIESS OT INSTALLMENT SELLING,
A FIELD IN WHICH HE COULD MAKE OUT BECAUSE OF HIS I,ARGE FOLLOWING. IN A SOCIETY
WHER.E BUSINESS IS BASED ON THE PRINCIPLE OF fiIE BUYER BEWARE, FA?HER WITH HIS
DAILY LIFE BASED ON RELIGIOUS PBINCPLES PROCEEDING OTHERI.IISE, HIS NOT BECOMING A
BIG SUCCESS WAS TOREDOOMED.
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O1,8. HOME WAS T3,T'LY OPEN HOUSE TOR IT WAS THE TIRST STOP FOR ANY NE'I{COUER TO

A}IERICA BE HE FA},IILI OR JUST A PI.AIN I,ANDSMAN. HE WAS EREE TO STAY AND BE

FED I'NTTL A JOB OULD BE OBTAINED AND ARRANGEMEMS UADE TOR PERMANENT ROOU

AND BOARD. ETHET KORICHINSKY, IATER }'ARRIED SAM FISCHER AND FOLI'WED BY HER

BROTHER ISAAC, NIECE AND NEPHEW OF MOTIIER BECAME MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY.
ETHEL IN PARTICTJIAR I'NTIL HER MARRIAGE LIVED WI$I US AND HOW ER MANGED IN
SUCH A S}TALL FI,AT IIIT NEVER KNOW. WE AI,SO HAD A}OTTIER KIND OF GUEST,

FATHER HAS THE IAST TO TEAVE FRIDAY MGHT SERVIGES AT SHUL AND FOLLO}IING nIE
AIMONITIO}I ICI PROVIDE FOR TRAVELING OR HOMEI,ESS JEWS IdHO HAD NO ACCOMODATIONS

WOI'I.D II{STALL THEM WE WEEK-EI{D GT'EST IN OT'R HOME. IT WAS A HARDSHIP ON

MOTHER BECAUSE SHE NE1IER KNEI.I HOW MUCH WATER TO ADD TO THE CHICKEN SOI,P OR

HOI.I TO APMRTION THE GEFILTE FISH, SOMETIMES SUCH A GUEST WOTiLD REPAY OT'R

HOSPITALITY BY WALKING OTT WITH A!ff CASH OR JEWETRY BE COIJIJ I,AY HIS HANDS

ON, IN SPITE OF ANY INCO}WENIENCE FATHER NEVER CHARGED.

I'IY SCHOOL WORK WAS NO ?ROEIE},I Bt'T THE CONTINUATION OF MY HEBRAIC STUDIES WAS A
PROBLET.I FOR FATHER AND HE TINALLY MADE ARRANGEMEMS I,TITH A WE'T,L IO{O}TN TALMI'DIC
SCHOI,AR FOR UE TO JOIN A CIASS FOR ADVANCED SfiTDENTS, IT DID NOT WORK O1II BE-
CAUSE 0N THE ONE HAID I !'lAS GREATLY INTRIGUES IN SCHOOL I{ITH A GREAT NEW W0RLD

oF scrENcE, HISToRY, LITEMflIRE, ETC. r ALL IN IODERN ENGLISH AND ON THE oTHER
HAND I WAS ASKED TO OCCUPY UY !{IND WITH WHAT SEBTED A DEAD T.ANCUAGE AND A
WORLD THAT WAS THOUSANDS OF EARS IN THE PAST. MY TAI,MUDIC STI]DIES WITH AN
OUTSIDER EI{DED AND A NEW ARRANGEMENT MADE, I WAS AI{AKENED AT SIX IN TIIE
MORNING EVERY DAY H(CEPT SATURDAY, SpENT AN HOIR IIIITII FATHER oVERSEEI].IG STUDY-
ING THE TORAH PORTION OF THE }JEEK AND OTHER STIBJECTS. AFTER STUDY RECITING
tHE PRAYERS, BREAKFAST AI{D oFF T0 ptBLIC SCHoOI,, SAM WAS RELEASED FROU STL'DIES
A}ID STRICT SCHEDTILE BECAUSE OF THE DOCTORS PRESCIPTION OF PLENTY OF RESH AIR
AND OUTDOOR ACTIWTIES AS A REMEDY FOR HIS HEADACHES, ACCORDING TO MY PARENTS
VIEWS EVERY WAKING MOMENI HAD TO BE USED FOR SCHOOL, RELIGIOUS STI,'DY OR ANT
ctoREs, LEAVING N0 TrME EOR SUCH UNNECESSARY SINS AS PIAY,

AT TI{IS TIME I WAS VERY MUCH IMERESTBD IN AMMICAN HISTORY AND SPENT A LOT OT
TIME AI THE WELL STOCKED NEIGHBORHOOD FREE LIBRARY. HISTORICAL NOVEIS REALLY
FIRED MY IUAGINAIIoN. LIKE MOST BOYS OF ffiAT TIME, SA]IE AND I r{EM ALL oUT rOR
PAPER BACKS OF HORATTO ALGER, FBANK AI{D DICK MERRIWEL AT YALE AND NICK CARTER
DETECTT1IE STORIES. THE LATTER WERE ALSO KNOWN AS DIME NOVEI,S A}ID WERE FROWNED

UPON BY OT'R PARENTS BECAUSE TT{EY WERE NO TEXT BOOKS OR ADDED NOTHING TO O1IR

KIS}ILEDGE AIID AS A REST]IT WE COIJLD ONLY READ THEM ON THE SLY. SAM DID A GOOD

DEAL OT TRADING AND ETCHANGING WITH TI{ESE PAPERBACXS AND ENDED UP WTTH A
WHOPPING ACCT]MUI,ATION OF SAME HIDDEN IN A STORAGE BI.ELDINC. FINALLY ONE DAY
sAM HIRED A PUSH CART FoR TEN CENTS, ?ILED ALL THE BOoKS ON THE CART AlrD WE

WHEELED THE PUSH CARRT WITH A MOUNTAIN OF B00KS DolrN MARKET ST, lHE UAIN DRAG, TO
A BOOKSTORE AND ALD THE ENTIRE LOT. THE T}TO OF US PUSHING THE CART WITH BOOKS
MUST HAVE BEEN A SIGHT TOR THE LOCAL CITIZENRY.
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IN SPIIE OF THE SIRICT REGIMEN AND BASIC WAY OF LIFE THAT WAS MAINTAINED WE STILL
HAD SOME TIME FOR PERIODS OF JOY AND GI,ADNESS. HOW CAN I EVM FORGET THE SMELLS

OF THE SABBATH GOOD BEING PREPARED OR THE PT]RIFICATION OF T}IE BODY TO GREET THE

SABBATH. AS A RI]I.E ON TRIDAY WHEN SCHOOL WAS OVM, WE HAD TO BATHE, PIIT OUT OtiR

SHABBOS CLOTHES AND PASS INSPECTION BY OIIR FATHEN THAT HANDS AND NAILS I.JERE CLEAN,

SHOES SHINED AND THE REST OF US IN ORDER. LATE ATTERNOON WE LEFT FOR SHI]L AND

EVENING SERVICES 1O USHER IN THE SABBATH AND THEN HOME FOR KIDDUSH AND A LEISIJRE.
LY MEAL WITH ALL THE IRII'IMINGS. WE DIVESTED OURSELVES OF ALL TOUGHT OF WEEKLY

CARES. AFTm, RECITING THE MEAL END BLESSING A FEELING OF ATMOST DEVIM SPIRIT OT

PEACE AND REST DESCENDED UPON US AI{D IT WAS AGIAN TIME FOR REJWINATION OF T'IIND

AND BODY. I MISS TTIIS SPIRITUAL FEELING MORE THAN ANYTHING IN LIFE. THIS WEEKLY
SHUCKING OF ALL CARES AND PROBLEMS IS I.IHAT GAVE THE BELIEVING JEW THE STRENGTH TO

CARRY ON.

WE I'IERE ABLE TO SNEAK IN PMIODS OF PLAY SUC}I AS ROLLER SKATING, VOLLEY BALL AT A

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER ACROSS THE SIREET, STEDDING IN THE I.IINTER ON HOME MADE

BOX SLEDS. MONTHS OF SPARE TIME SPENT IN THE GAThERING OF WOOD CRATES AND BOXES

FOR THE ELECTION NIGHT BONTIRE. OUR BIGGEST THRILL CAI'18 FROM HARASSING THE POLICE.
MEN AT THE NEARBY PRECINCT STATION. WE USED TO HANG AROUND THE STATION, NEWW ALL
THE POLICE}IEN, RAN ERRANDS FOR THEM AND WERE ONE HUNDRED PERCENT GOOD CITIZENS
THAT IS UNTIL NIGHT CAME.

ONE OF Ot'R FAVORITE TRICKS WAS TO TAKE A I.ARGE HEADED STEEL NAIL, RUN A RIEBER
WASHER OVER THE NAIL SO THAT BY IH SUCTION OF THE WASHER WHEN ATTACHED TO THE
GLASS FRAME OF A WINDOW A}ID PULLING ON THE NAIL WE COI.JLD SET UP A TMRIFIC
RATTLING, BY ATTACHING A LONG CORD TO THE NAIL, RUN THE CORD OVER THE TELEPHONE
WIRE AI{D HIDING IN AN ALLEY WE COULD PULL ON TTiE NAIL AND SO O?ERATE THE CONIBAP-
TION. THIS INFERML MACHINE USUALLY ATTACHED TO ONE OF THE WINDOWS IN THE RESERVE
RO6{ WHERE THE POLICEMEN WERE AT THEIR ETERI{AL GA}IES OT CARDS. BY CHANGING THE
LOCATION OF OUR CONIROL WE KEPT THE POLICEMEN BUSY TRYING TO LOCATE THE SOTIRCE OF
THE OPERATION.

WE HAD AISTHER TRICK TO PLAY ON THE POLICE. IN THOSE DAYS THE POLICEMBN'hIERE
DRESSED JUST LIKE THE OLD TIME MOVIES "KEYSTONE COPS" WITH GRAY BOWLER HATS AND
THREE QUARTER LENGTH BLUE COATS. THE NIGHT SHIPT WOULD LEAVE THE PRECINCT A QUAR-
TER TO MNE ON THE DOT, MARCHING FOI'R ABREAST TO THEIR ASSIGNED POSTS, ALL WE DID
I.IAS TO STRETCH A ROPE FRO}I BTIILDING TO BTITLDINC ACROSS THE STREET AND AS THE POLICE
APPROACHED WE PULLED THE ROPE GIGHT AT BOUT KNEE LEVEL AND IN THE DARK THEY NEVER
SAW THE TOPE AIiD DOWN THEY WENT. WE DISAPPEARED IMMEDIATELY AND TRY AS HARD AS
THEY WOULD ALL THEY COIJLD FIND WAS THE SLEEPING ANGELS. }IHAT FIJN.

AS FAR BACK AS I COULD REMEMBER I ALWAYS LIKE TO DRAE OR COPY ANTHING THAT STRUCK
MY FANCY, BUT OF I,ATE I SKETCHED ONLY BUILDINGS WHOSE APPEARANCE TASCINATED ME.
THE SCHOOL BIJILDING WHERE I WAS A PT'PUL WAS TIiREE STRIES HIGH, BRICK AND BUILT
LIKE AN OLD ENGLISH CASTLE WITH A CENIRAL TOWER AND MAIN ENTRANCE DOOR NEEDING
ONLY TO DROP THE PLATFOR}I SO THAT THE KMGHTS IN ARMOB COULD CROSS THE T1OAT FOR
PROPER ENTRY. AFTER SOME @AXING MOTHER FINALLY OBTAINED SOME GRAY WHITE WRAPPING
PAPER FROM OUR GROCER AND WITH A TWELVE INCH RULER I SET TO WORK PREPARING A
DRAWING OF THE ERONT OF ITIE BUILDING. ATTIIR COMPLETION OF THE DRAI^IING I PRESENTED
MY MASTERPIECE TO THE PRINCIPAL. HE SUGGESTED THAT I TAKE UP DRAWING IN EARNEST
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THE PRINCIPAL TOLD ME ABOUT THE MWARK DRAWING SCHOOL WHLCH WAS SI.iPPORTED BY THE

CITY AND FREE FOR ALL RESIDENTS OF THE CITY. I COULD ATTEND THE ARCHITECTUAL DE-

PARruEM AT NIGHT AND KEEP T'P WITH MY REGULAR SCHOOL WORK DAILY. THE FLY IN IIIE
OINTMENT WAS THAT I HAD TO BE AT LEAST SIXTEEN YEARS OF AGE AND I WAS HARLY FOI'R-
TEEN. T}IE COUSE WAS OF FIVE YERS DURATION AND WAS INTENDED FOR PERSONS WORKING

DAYTIME IN BUILDING CONNECTED T.IORK. ATTER MUCH PRESSI}RE I WAS ACCEPTED AS A STU-
DENT MMITIONALLY. I WORKED HARD, TOOK THE ENfiRE COURSE AND WITH MY HIGH

SCHOOL WORK SIJPPLE!,IENTING THE THE NIGHT SCHOOL WORK I GRADUATED IN ].914 NEAR THE

HEAD OF THE CLASS. MY LIFE WORK WAS NOW ESTABLISIIED.

Its,OM THE TIME THAT WE LALIDED IN THE U. S. WE DEVELOPED A VMY CLOSE BOND WITH

MOTHMTS NIECE YENTA YABLONOWITZ WHO HAD TRECEDED US, NOT ONLY BECAUSE OT BLOOD

REL/TTIONSHIP BUT ALSO BECAUSE oF HERSCHEL YABL0NOWITZ Hm HUSBAND. HERSCHEL AND

FATIIER MADE A GOOD TEAM SINCE THEY BOTH BELIEVED THE SAME WAY IN THEIR RELIGIOUS
LIFE AND HAD THE SA},IE O{'TLOOK ON LIFE. THIS BROTHERLY RELATIONSHIP EXISTED ALL
THEIR LIVES AND AIiSO I,TAS REFLECTED IN THE CHILDREI'I. HERSCHEL OPERATED A KOSHER

BUTCHER SHOP AND WAS SUCCESSFI'L IN A BUSINESS WAY. THE YABIONOWITZ'S HAD THEIR
STORE IN A FIVE STORY TENEMENT ON FITTH SIREET NEAR AVENUE C AND LIVING QUARTERS
ABOVE THE STOHE. I,ATM ON THEY MOVED THE STORE AND APARIUENT TO 112TH ST AND

rIFTH AVENUE.

IN ORDER TO VISIT THE YABIONOWITZIS, WHL CH WE DID QUITE EREQUENTLY, WE HAD TO

TAKE TTIE ELECTRIC IROLLY IN NEWARK, GO CI,ANKING DOWN THE PLANK ROAD TO JMSEY
crTy, THERE CROSS THE BAy By FERRY AltD TO IOWER NEW YoRK. rN NEW YoRK CITY I^lE

TOOK THE HORSE POWERED CAR TO OUR DESTINATION, THE RIDE ON THE HORSE DRAWN

TROLLEY WAS REAL SPORT FOR WE I^IOI.JLD ALWAYS SIT IN THE REAR AND WHEN THE CON-
DUCTOR WOULD APPROACH FOR HIS FARE 1.'E WOULD JIMP OFF AND THEN CATCH THE TROLLEY
AGAIN AS THE CONDUCTOR WOULD START TO THE FRONT, THE FARE }JHICH WAS ONLY FIVE
CENTS 1'lAS NEVER PAID.

THE YABLONOWITZTS WOI]LD RETURN OUR WSITS BY VENTURING TO THE COUNTRY IN JERSEY
WHERE TREES AND GREEN FIELDS COULD STILL BE SEEI(. THEY WOUI,D USUALLY VISIT IN
JULY AND AUGUST I^IHEN THE POLIO SEASON WAS IN FULL BLAST AIID WITH THE HOPE THAT
THE COUNIRY MIGHT ACT AS A PREVEMATIYE. ANOTHER ATTRACSTION FOR THE SUMMER

VISIT WAS THE TRIP TO EAGLE ROCK PARK IN WEST ORANGE A SUBURB OF MWARK AND

READILY REACHED BY IROLLEY. EAGLE RICK PARK WAS SITUATED HIGH IN TiIE ORANGE

MOI'NTAINS FROM WHICH ON A CLEAR DAY WE COT]LD SEE LOWER NEW YORK CITY WITH ITS
TALL BT'ILDINGS. THERE WERE TLENTY OT TABLES AND BENCHES FOR PICNIC PARTIES AND
OPEN AREAS FOR CHILDRENS GA}IES AND ALL IN ALL THE DAY WAS HIGHLY EI[.]OYED.

WITH THE RISING TIDE OF IMMIGRATION INTO NEWARK AND fHE RESULTING INCREASE IN
THE SCHOOL POPULATION, A LARGE ADDITION TO THE SCHOOL BUILDINGS WAS INEVITABLE.
ONE THING I HAVE TO ADMIT AND THAT IS THAT TTIE CTIZENS OF NEWARK DID NOT STINT
MONEY ON PROVIDING ALL KINDS OF EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES, NEW GRAMMAR AND HIGH
scHool, BUILDINGS 0r THE FINEST, CLASES T0 TEACH THE NEW ARRIVALS ENGLISH AND

CITIZENSHIP, NEW LIBRARY BRANCH BUILDINGS IN TI]E EXPANDING CITY.

ANEW SCHOOL WAS ERECTED IN OUR DISTRICT IN 1909 AND JUST BEING WITHIN THE NEW DIS-
?RICE WE HAD TO TRANSFER TO THIS NEI"I SCHOOL. IDA AND I DID NOT LIKE THE CHANGE
ESPECIALLY SINCE WE WERE WITHIN A YEAR OF GRADUATION AND FINALLY RECEIYED PERMIS-
SION TO STAY IN OUR OLD SCHOOL. SAM DID NOT CARE EITHER WAY AND MADE THE CHANGE.
I}IE NEW SCHOOL HAD A GYT'I, MANUAL TRAINING SHOPS AND COOKING OR HOME ECONOMICS
ROOM FOR THE GIRLS.
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ONE DAY IN GY}4 WHILE SA}I I.IAS DGRCISING HE LAMED ON HIS HAND MABE A CLEAN BREAK
IN HIS ARM ABOUT HALF WAY DOWN FROM HIS ELBOW. HE WAS TAKEN TO ST BARNABAS HOS.
PITAL AND THE ARM I^TAS SET AND PUT IN A CAST. A SHORT WHILE AFTER THE CAST WAS

REMOVED THE )tsLONOWITZ FAMILY PAID US A VISIT AND WHILE ROLLER SKATING ON THE
ASPHALT PAVED S13.EE, SAH DECIDED TO GIVE ONE OF THE YABLONOWITZ BOYS A RIDE ON
THE SKA?ES. IN ORDER TO PREVENT THE YOIJN COUSIN FROM FALLING AND HURTING HIM-
SELF, SAM SOMEHOW BROKE THE SAI'{E ARM AGAIN. THE FIRST THAT I KNEW OF THE ACCI-
DENT WAS WHEN SAU CAI'{E UP TO ME AND WITH HlS IOWER ARM AT RIGHT ANGLES ORDERED
ME TO PT'LL THE ARM SO AS TO RETTIRN IT TO ITS I{ATI]ML LINE. I DID AS ORDERED AND
WE RAN DOWN TO THE ST BARNABAS HOSPITAL ABOUT TEN BLOCKS AWAY WHERE THE ARM WAS
AGAIN PROPERLY SET AND A CAST APPLIED.

SAME DID NOT SHOW MUCH INTEREST IN SCHOOL WORK AND IN 1.9].0 UON REACHING SIXTEEN
HE APPLIED FOR WORKING PAPERS. T]NDER STATE I.T\W SCHoOL ATTENDANCE ?fAS MANAT0RY
I.II{TIL THE AGE OF SIXTEEN AND OR GMDUATION FROM GMMMAR SCHOOL. YOU COULD GET
WORKING PAPERS PRIOR TO GRADUATION IT HARDSHIP I.IAS SHOWN. AFTER GETTING HIS WORK-
ING PAPERS SAI'T WENT TO WORK FOR UNCTE LOU SAMUELS WHO WAS MARRIED TO A YOUNGER SIS-
TER OF FATHER. IJNCLE SAMUELS WAS A COOD ALL AROUND MECHANIC AND OPERATED A HARD.
WARE AND HOUSE FURMSHING SHOR IN NEH YORK CITY SOMEllltiERE ON UPPER AMSTERDAM AVE.
SAM LIVED WITH HIS AUNT AND TJNCLE AND WORKED IN THE SIORE FOR ABOUT FIYE YEARS
}IHEN i'NCLE SAMI]ELS BECAME ILL WITH TTIBERCULOSIS, THE SCOURGE OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE.
THE STORE WAS CLOSED DOWN AND UNCLE WENT TO LIBERTY, N Y TOR TREAT}IENT AT A SANITAR-.
It]M MAIMAINED BY THE WORKI'IENIS CIRCLE.

THE TIRST DECADE OF IHE TWENTIETH CENTI.'RY SAW THE GREATEST TIDAT WAVE OF IMMIGRANTS.
THE GREATEST NT]I{BER OF NEI.I ARRIVALS WERE THE JEWS OT EASTERN EUROPE THEN CA}'E THE
ITALIANS, IRISH, POLES CZECHS AND SOME RUSSIANS. THE ATTMTIONS WERE POI.:IIICAI, FREE-
DOM AND THE GUT ISSUE OF EMPLOYMENT. THE TIDE OF THE POLISH JEWISH IMMIGRANT WERE
MAINLY YOUNG AND QIIITE A FEW WITH SKILLS AS CARPENTERS, MASONS, PI.ASTERERS AND TIN-
SMITHS, ALL I}IE SKILLS IN DEMAND FOR THE EXPAMING CITIES WITH NEED FOR HOUSING.
NEWARK WAS A STRONG TJNION ORGAINIZED COMMUNITY AND THE TRAGEDY FOR THE JEWS WAS THAT
ALTTIOUGH THE A F L OR THE AI'{ERICAN FEDERATION OF IABOR WAS ORGANIZED BY SAMUEL COMPERS
A JEWISH CIGAR MAKER IN THE ].89OIS BECAUSB OF THE GRINDING SWEAT SHOP CONDTIONS THEN
EXISTING, YET JEWS T,IERE NOT ADMITTED AS MEMBERS IN ANY OF THE IOCALS CONNECTED WITH
THE CoNSTRUCTToN TNDUSTRY. A SOp WAS FTNALLY THROWN TO THE NEW ARRTVALS, MECHANTCS,
BY INSTITUTING LOCAS FOR JEWS ONLY FOR C/',RPEMERS AND PAINTERS. I.JoRK I^IAS ASSIGNED
TO THEM ONLY I.I}IEN ALL OTHER UNION I'{EMBERS WERE FULLY EMPLOYED. AS A RESI.'LT OF THIS
DISCR{MT}IATION J HARDLY SITUATION RESULTED, FOR AS SOON AS THE JEWS LEARNED TO SPEAK
ENGLISH AND FOI,JND THEIR WAY AROT]ND THEY SI}IPLY BECAME CONTRACTORS AND DEVELOPERS BE-
CAS{E EMPLOYERS.

THE JEWS WHO WERE TRAIMD AS TAIIORS, SHOEMAKERS AND BAKERS DID NOT HAVE TABOR UNION
PROBLEMS BUT LIKE ALL I.ORKM,S WERE LUCKY IF THEY AVERAGED 6 MONTHS WORK DI'RING THEEAR. AT ASOUT THIS TIME QUITE A FEW WORKERS, ESPECIALLY IN THE GARMENT INDUSTRY BE-
COMING FED T]P WITH SWEAT SHOP CONDITIONS AND THE HEALTH PROBLEMS IN THE SLI'MS OPTED
FOR FARMS OF NEW JERSEY AND CONNECTICUT.

T}IE ITALIANS WENT IN FOR TAILORING WORK AND INDUSTRY HHERE THE ENTIRE FAMILY COULD
PARTICIPATE, SINCE UOS? 0F THE I,I0RK WAS D0NE BY SIE CONTRACTORS. A cO0D MANY OF THE
I?ALIANS FOI'ND WORK IN STREET PAVING, EXCAVATING AND THE EXTENSIVE LAYING OF HATER, GAS
AND SAMTARY LINES. THE IRISH IITIO DID NOT CO INTO 11{E POLICE DEPARI}IENTS FOUND WORKIN THE SA}18 BACK-BREAKTNG JOBS I"IITH THE ITALIANS.
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JEWISH LIFE IN THE TI]IRD WARD OF NEWARK IIAS AI.}IOST LIKE 1}IAT OF THE GTiETTOS, WE

WERE PRETTY CLOSELY PACKED IN WITH OUR NEIGHBORS. THE MAIN SHOPPING CENTER WAS

PRINCE ST. THE IRISH CALLED IT SHA}IROCK I\LLEY, I^IITH STORES AND PUSH-CARTS LIN-
ING BOTH SIDES OF THE SIREET. THE PUSH-CARTS CARRIED EVERYTHING YOU COTJLD THINK
oF EXCEPT pIANOS, WERE REGULAR DEPAR]SIENT STORES. THE PEoPLE OF THE STEURBS

INCLUDING GENTILES WOIILD SHOP THERE FOR ITEMS THAT COULD NOT BE OBTAINED IN THEIR
OWN NEIGHBORHOODS. AS THE JEWISH POPT]LATION KEPT ON INCts.EASING WITH WITH THE MORE

VE}]TURESO}1E SPREADING OUT TO THE SIJBLBBS OR OUTER AREAS OF THE CITY WHERE THEY
FOUND GREATER OPPORTI.JNITIES IIq BUSINESS.

THE GERMAN JEWS W}IO CAME TO A}IERICA IN THE 1860'5 OR 1870'5 HAD INTEGMTED INTO
THE GEMRAL OOM}IUNITY AND BECA}IE LEADERS IN INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS. THEY WERE

NOhI LIVING IN BEAUTIFUL KANSIONS IN THE WEALTHY SUBIIRBS AND LOOKED DOI^I}i O}i THE
UNEDUCATED CO-RELIGIONISTS FRO}I EASTERN EUROPE AI{D LABELED THE}I AS KIKES.

THB VARIOUS I,EOPLE FROI'I EUROPE BROUGHT WITH THEI'I THEIR INGRAINED BMNDS OF ANTI-
SEMITISM AND I^IE YOUNGER JEI.IS WHO I^IERE IN CLOSER CONTACT WITH THE GENEML PT]BLIC
WERE THE RECIPIEMS OF IIUCH OF THEI{ATRED AND HARASSMEM. AS A RESTJLT I.iE I.JERE

COMPEI,LED TO FORM GANGS FOR OUR PROTECTION AND WHEN WE I4ERE ATTACHED WE WERE ABLE
TO DEFEND OURSELVES AND OUR OPPONENTS THOUGHT TWICE BEFORE STARTING ANYTIIING. THE
PARTICUi.AR ETHNIC GROT'PS THAT BOTHERED US MOST WERE GERMANS AND POLES.

FATHER T00K lTiE CITIZENSHIP TESTS IN 1912 AND Wi\S SWORN IN AS A NATURALIZED U S

CITIZEN., THE REST OF US THEREFORE BECAI"IE DSRIVATIVE CITIZENS.

GRADUATION DAY FROM GRAMI'IAR SCHOOL CAME AT THE BEGINNING OF FEBRUARY 1912 AND
THERE WAS N0 QUESTIoN AT ANY TII"TE ABoUT IDA AND I CoNTINT.TING ON T0 HIGH SCHoOL,
oNLY ASOUT TWENTy PER CENT OF oUR CI,ASS CONTINUED THEIR EDUCATION, THE REST
GOING TO I.IORK TO HELP SUPPORT THEIR FAMILIES.

FATHER KEPT ENCOURAGING US TO STUDY HARD A}ID THAT BY OBTAINING GOOD GRADES WE

l,lIGHT BE ABLE T0 QUALIFY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP TO CoLLEGE TO G0 PLACES. I ELECTED T0
ATTEND EAST SIDE COMMERCIAL AND MANUAL TRAINING HIGH SCHOOL, A BMT\D NEW AND MOST
MODERN BUTLDING I.IHICH HAD OPEND THE PREVIOUS SEPTEI.EER. I CHOSE ]}IE TECHNICAL
COURSE AND LATER ON BECAUSE OF I'IY GRADES I I,IAS PER}IITTED TO CARRY ALL THE OTHER
COLLEGE PREP STUDIES TAHT I DESIRED IN ORDER TO QUALIFY FOR COLLEGE ENTMNCE.

HIGIJ SCHOOL I.IAS A BREEZE AND I ENJOYED THE SHOP WORK VERY I'IUCH. I{HAT MADE HIGH
SCHOOL SO IMERESTING I{AS TIJE FACT THAT TIi[ TOTAL ENROLLMENT OF ALL DEPARI}IENTS
AT THE SC[iOoL I,JAS ONLY 250 STI-I"DENTS, THAT ]tEAtiT VERY S]IALL CLASSES, yOU BEALLY
HAD TO KNOI.I YOT'R LESSONS. WE BECAI'IE VERY CLOSE TO OUR DEDICATED TEACHERS AND
BECAUSE OF THIS RELATIOI\SIIIP THEY GUIDED US INTO STUDIES BEYOND THE PRESCRIBED
CI.JRRICI.JLU}1. TOR Dil}IPLE IN I'IY THIRD YEAR AFTER GOING THROUGH TRIG A COUPLE OF
US D(PRESSED AN INTEREST IN SURVEYING HHICH IS BASED ON TRIGONO}IETRY, OTIR }IATH
TEACHER GOT A LOAN OF A ST]RVEYOR'S TRANSIT AND CAME DOWN TO THE PARK, FACING
THE SCHOOL, ON SATI.IRDAYS AND TAUGHT US HOW TO USE THE TRANSIT AI\'D CLOSE A STJRVEY.
IIIGH SCHOOL WAS ABOUT THREE MILES FRO}I HOT'IE AND WEATHER PER}IITTING WE WALKED
BOTH WAYS EVERY DAY. IDA ATTENDBD SOUTH SIDE HIGHWHICH WAS A COLLEGE PREP SCHOOL.
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AT THE END OF THE SEMESTM IN JUNE 1912 I HAD A TUTOR COACH ME IN THE NEXT TERMOF ENGLISH, GERMAN AND MATH AND UPON OPENING OF SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBM I ASKED FoR
EXAMS IN THE,ABOVE SI.IBJECTS. I PASSED THE E(A}1I}TATIONS AND SO GAINED A HALFYEAR. THE REASON FOR THAT HIfrRY WAS THAT I COIJLD THEN GRADUATE IN JUNE ANDENTER COTLEGE IN SEPTEMBER THE ONLY TIME OF ENIRY IN COLLEGE AND NOT LOSE AYEAR.

IDA WENT TO STUI"IER SCHOOL TI^IICE AND MADE HIGH SCHOOL IN T}IREE TTARS THUS GAIN-ING A HALF YEAR ON ME, ON GRADUATION FROU HIGH SCHOOL IN FEBRUARY 1915 IDAENRoLLED rN NEHARK N0RMAI SCHOOL, NOW KNO!{N AS TEACHERS COLLEGE, A STATE Srrp-PORTED INSTITUTION THAT PREPARED STUDENTS TOR TEACHING IN THE PI.ELIC SCHOOLS.THE COTR'SE WAS A TWO YEAR AFFAIR. IDA WAS A UEMBER OF SOUTH SIDE HIGH FIRSTGMDUATING CI.ASS,

IN ADDI?ION TO A?TENDANCE AT HIGH SCHOOL, IB.EPARATION OF HOMEWORK ALIOTTED BYBY TEACHERS, I ATTEI{DED MGHT DRAWING SCHOOL AND ST,T{DAYS I I{AD To MAKE THEROUNDS TOR WEEKLY COLTECTIONS TROM FATHER'S INSTATLMENT CUSTOMERS. AS A RESULTOT ALL THESE ACTIVITIES THERE WAS LITII,E ROOI-I FOR SPORTS OR PLAY AND WHATLITTLE TIME I MI.JLD SPARE 
'fAS 

SPENT AT THE LIBRARY. OUR TIISTORY A}ID CIVICSTEACHERS ASSIGNED US OUTSIDE READING IN HISTORY AI\D ALSO INTRODUcED US TO THEN Y TIMES FOR DISCUSSION OF CURRENT EVENTS,

AS A JEW I DID NOT NEED ANY URGING TO FOTLOW THE COURSE OT ANTI-SEMITISM IN
THE WORLD SUCH EVENTS AS THE DREYFUS AFFAIR IN FRANCE, THE CONTINUII{G PROGROMS IN
RUSSIA, THE BLOOD RIALS AISO IN RUSSIA SUCTi AS THE INTAUOUS ACCUSATION OF MENDELE
BEILIS THAT HE KILLED A GEMILE BOY IN ORDER TO OBTAIN BLOOD FOR SEDER SERVICES.
IT WAS THE USE OF BORSHT DURING THE PASSOVER WEEK BY JEWS THAT THE GOERNMENT
USED AS AN EXCUSE FOR ITS OUIRAGEOUS ATTACKS. IT WAS BECAUSE OF THE ?RSSURES
BY SUCH JEHS AS THE FINANCIER JACOB SCHIFF ON ?RESIDENT TAFT THAT THE U S.
GOVERNMENT ISSUED A SOLEMN WARNING TO THE CZAR THAT IF THE PROMMS CONTINUED
THE U S HOULD BREAK DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH RUSSIA THAT CONDITIONS ABATED.

IT WAS AT'THIS TIME THAT WEALTHY JEWS IN ENGLAND DECIDED TO SO SOMETHING ABOUT
THE CONTINUING WAVE OF MURDER AND HARASSMENT AND RESCUE SOME OT THE INNOCENT
JE-I,IS. A}TONG MNCERNED JEWS WAS MOSES UONTEFIOR WHO CONCEIVED THE IDEA OF SET-
ILING THE JEWS ON THE I,AND AND SO PB,OVIDE A HOHE AND EXISTENCE FOR THEM. HE
TRIED THE AFRICAN COUNIRY OF UGANDA WHICH I.JAS iNDER THE CONTROT OF ENGTAND BUT
COT]LD NOT COME TO A}.iY AGREEMENT. WHEN THAT PROJECT FAILED HE BOUGHT I.AND FROM
ARGENTINA IN SOUTH AI'IERICA AND ACUALLY SET t'P A NID{BER OF JEWISH SETILEMENTS
THERE. NOT ENOUGH VOLUNTEERS TO MAKE THESE SETTLEh{ENTS THEIR PERMANENT HOME
AND THOSE THAT CAME CONSIDERED THE STAY ONLY AS TEMPOMRY AND A STEPPING STONE
TO THE U S. MORE SUCCESSFI.]L WAS BARON DE HIRSH WHO SET T'P A FARMING COMUI.]NITY
rOR JEWS IN WOODBINE, N J AND THAT LASTED A IONG TIME. BUT IN SPITE OF ALL
IDEAS, TALESTINE, AS EVER REMAINED THE ONLY ATTMCTION AND HO?E FOR A PERMAN-
ENT HOME.

MY HIGH SCHOOL DAYS WERE DMWING TO A CLOSE AND I HAD TO GIVE SERIOUS THOUGHT
TO COLLEGE. I HAD DECIDED THAT ARCHITETI.'RE WOULD BE MY FUTURE LIFEIS WORK.
THERE WERE AT THAT TIME ONLY FIVE UMVERSITIES ON THE EASTERN SEABOARD THAT
HAD SCHOOLS OF ARCHITECTURE, COLIFIBIA, CORNELL, M I T, HARVARD AND PENNSYLVA-NIA. THEY I^JERE ALL OUT OF MY REACH BECAUSE OF THE COST OF TI.TITION AND ALSO
THEY WERE GRADUATE SCHOOLS AND OT Sfi YEAR DURATION, I"IY MATH TEACHER ARTHUR
BELCHER A GMDUATE OF HARVARD TRIED TO INTEREST I'IE IN HARVARD AND HAD ME
APH"Y FOR THE SCHOI.ARSHIP THAT THE HARVARD CLI'B OF N J OFTERED TO A RESIDENT
OF NEW JERSEY. I TOOK THE ENTRANCE HAMS, PASSED SAME AND LOST OI}T ON THE
SCHOLORSHIP BECAUSE MY ONLY COMPETITION A FELLOW }IAMED FREY }IAPPENED TO BE A
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SON OF A HARVARD ALT]I'INUS. I'lY NEXT ATTENTION WAS NE(T FOCUSED ON RUTGERS A

COLLEGE WHICH WAS IN PART SI.IPPORTED BY PI'BLIC FTJNDS AND IN RETI,IRN FOR SOME

GAVE A SCHOLORSHIP TO EACH OF THE NEWARK HIGH SCHOOLS. ON THE QUTET I WAS

IMORMED THAT THE FIVE PER CENT QTNTA FOR JEWS WAS AIIREADY FILLED AND THAT

I WOI.JLD NOT BE WELCOME. SHORTLY AFTER I HIT THE CEILING WHEN I FOUND OUT

THAT A CI,ASS}IATE, NEUSCHAFER, AN OI.TTSTAMING FOOTBALL PLAYER WAS AWARDED

THE COVETED SCHOI.ARSHIP. WHAT I MENDED WAS THE DUPLICITY IN UMERWRITING
FOOIBAI,L ABILITY FOR SCHOLORSHIP. I tET T''Y FRIENDLY TEACHERS KNOW IN NO

IJNCERTAIN ?ERMS THE UNFAIRMSS OF THE DEAL AND THEY AGREED WITH ME.

I NOW WENT TO TIIE LIBRARY AND PULLED OUT THE CATALOGUES OF UNIVERSITIES
HAVING ACRHITECTIJRE DEPART}TEM PARTICULARLY THOSE IN THE MIDWEST. I WAS

A}IAZED TO SEE HOW MUCH THE MEDWESTERN STATES SPBND ON HIGHER EDUCATION,
TI{E EASTERN STATES SPENT PRACTICAI,LY NIL. I FINALLY SETTI,ED ON THE UNI-
VERSITY OF I'{ICHIGAN, THE HARVARD OF THE WEST, BECAUSE I HAS ATTRACTED BY
THE OUTLINE OF THE COURSES, SECOND BECAUSE IT CAITED FOR A FOUR YEAR

cor.,RSE 0r STUDY INSTEAD OF SIX, THIRD BECAUSE OF ITS LoCATION AND FIMLLY
ITS TUITION OF SIXTY-FIVE DOLLARS A YEAR FOR AN OUT OF STATER. I I{AS
PARTICT'I,ARLLY ATTMCTED BY THE STATEMENT OF OPPORTTJNITTES TOR WORKING

YOUR WAY THROUGH..

I CAME HOME A}iD TOI,D FATHER OT }IY DECISION ICI ENROL IN }IICHIGAN. HE

OFFERED NO OBSTACLES AND RECALLED THAT A FORMER STUDEM OF HIS, RUDOLPH
KRUGER WAS ATTENDING MICHIGAN. WE COMACTED KRUGER AM) WAS HAPPLILY
SURPRISED TO LEARN THAT HE TOO WAS STI.JDYING ARCHITECTI.]RE AND HAD JUST
COMPLETED HIS FIRST YEAR AND WOULD BE HAPPY TO GUIDE ME AND SHOI.I ME THE
ROPES. I SENT I"IY SCHOOL RECORD TO U M REGISTRAR AND AS A RESI.JLT OF BEING
IN THE TTPPER TEI.: PERCENT OF THE CLASS, FULFILLING ALL THE REQUIREMENTS OF
STI.]DIES AND THE RECOMMEMATIONS OF HIGH SCHOOL AUTHORITIES, I HAD NO TROIjBLE
IN BEING ACCEPTED. ONE FOOT NOTE, ABOUT THIS TIME I WAS VERY MUCH SURPRISED
TO RECEIVE A CALL FROM A FORMER HIGH SCTiOOL PRINCIPAL THAT T'NBEKNOWN TO ME

HE HAD OBTAINED FOR ME A FOIIR YEAR SCHOI$RSHIP TO NEW YORK T'NTVERSITY
SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING. I THANKED HIM MOST PROFUSELY FOR HIS EFFORTS ON

MY BEHALF BUT TTIAT I HAD AI,READY ENROLLED AT }TICHIGANIS SCHOOL OF ARCHI.
TECTURE.

TO GO BACK IN TIME A BIT TO TI{E PERIOD WHEN SAM WAS E}IPLOYED BY IJNCLE SAI"iUELS
SAM USED TO AVERAGE A VISIT HOME ABOUT EVERY TWO I^JEEKS. SAM TOOK GOOD CARE
OF }IE AND WITH HIS TIRST MONEY THAT HE SAVED HE PRESENTED }IE WITTI A BRAND
NEI.I IVOR JOHNSON JOHNSON BIKE, THE BEST THAT MONEY COULD BI.IY. AFTER THAT HE
PRESENTED ME WITH A ''BROWNIE" BOX CAMERA AND THEN AFTER THAT A REAL FINE
"KODAK" CAl"lEM. IN TIME I BECAME A QUrTE ?ROFIcilEt{T PHOToGRAPHER BtrT I WAS
SPARING TN THE USE OF THE USE OF THE CAI'IERAS TOR FII.,}' AND OTHER PARTS COST
}IONEY. I CONVERTED OUR PORCH BATH.ROOI'I INTO A DARK.ROOM, SWIPED SOME CHE}I-.
ICALS FOR DEVELOPING NEEDS FROI'I THE CHEM I,AB IN SCHOOL AND BLUE PRINT PAPER
FOR POSITIVES FROM THE MECHANIE\L DRAFTING ROOM. I DID T,IY OI.IN DEVELOPING
AND USED A GLASS EBAI'IE AND EXPOSURE TO RUN OFF THE BTIIE PRINT PAPER FOR I'IY
POSITIVES. ON OCCASION SAM TOOK ME TO CONEY ISLAND ON A SI.]NDAY TOR SUN AND
BATHING. ONE SUCH TRIP STAMS OUT IN MY MIND IT WAS A SUNDAY IN AUGUST 1914
WHERE I,IE MET COUSIN FREEMAN AND HIS PAL ABE GOLDMAN. IT WAS EARLY AFTERNOON
AND THE NEWSBOYS WERE SHOUTING, D(TM, HAR WAS DECI.ARED BY GERMANY AND ENG-
LAND AND WORLD WAR ONE I,{AS ON. THE DAY I^JAS SPOILED FOR EVERYONE ON THE BEACH.
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I RECEIVED MY HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOM JUNE 1-915 AN I}IMEDIATELY STARTED LOOKING FOR A
SI]MMER JOB IN ORDER TO EARN THE DESPMATELY NEEDED TUNiDS COR COLLEGE. I APPLIED
TO HYATT ROLLER BEARING CO IN HARRISON JUST AMOSS THE RIVER FROM NEWARK FOR A
JOB. THIS COMPANY LATER ON BECAME A PART OF ITIE GENERAL MOTOR COMTLffi, THE EM.
PLOY}'ENT OFTICE IMORMED ME THAT THERE WAS AN OPENING IN THE INS?ECTION DEPART-
MENT AND SINCE I HAD TAKEN MACHINE SHOP IN SCHOOL AND KNEI^J HOW TO USE THE VARI-
OUS GAUGES REQUIRED I THOUGHT TAHT I SI,'RELY HAD THE JOB SEWED UP. IN THE ATPLI.
EATION THAT I FILLED OUT I WAS TRUTHFI.TT AND GAVE NO PREVIOUS EMPLOY}IENT E(PERI-
ENCE ALTHOUGH I HAD ALL THE TECHNICAL EXPERIENCE I LOST OUT,

WORK WAS SCARCE, THE SI.JMMER WAS SLIPPING BY I^]HEN I HAD A BRANSTORM, AGAIN APPLIED
TO HYATT FOR AN INSPECTION JOB USING A RELATIVES NA}'E, HYMIE ALBOI]M, WHO WAS BOARD-
ING WITH US, SET UP TICTITIOUS PLACES OF FORMER EMPLOYMENT AND REFERENCES USING
FRIENDS AS FRONTS AND IF ANY INQIITRIES CAME I WOULD RESPOND TO THEM MYSELF. SURE
ENOUGH AN INQIIIRY CAME AI{D LATER ON A NOTICE TO REPORT FOR WORK. THIS I.{AS ONLY A
I.IEffi BEToRE I WAS T0 LEAVE FoR MICHIGAN, SO CoULD NoT ACCEPT THE OFTER. JUST
THEN ITNCLE SAMUETS CLOSED SHOP 0N ACCOUNT 0F ILLNESS AND WENT TO LIBERTY, Ny FOR
TREAIilENT AND SAM WAS OUT OF WORK. I HASTILY SHOWED SAM HOW TO USE C,ALIPERS AND
A MICROMETER TOLD HIM THAT HIS I{AME HENUEFORT}I WAS ALBOI]M AND WITH MY NOTICE TO
REPORT FOR WORK. HE FOLLOWED ORDERS AND WAS HIRED. WHILE STRICfl,Y SPEAKING THIS
SET TJP WAS NO KOSHER I FELT JUSTIFIED IN DOING THIS BECAUSE I FELT THAT I WAS DIS-
CRIMINATED AGAINST.

THE TOLKS BOWWOWED A HTEIDRED AND TIFTY DOLLARS TROU SARAH GOLDBERG TO START ME
FOR TO1IR TEARS OT COLLEGE. AS I LOOK BACK I WONDER HOI"I INNOCENT AND TRUSTING I,IE
WERE, I SPENT FIFTEEN DOLIARS ON TRAIN FARE, SIXTY-FIVE DOLLARS WAT TO BE USED
FOR ONE YEARS TIjITION, TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS FOR A ONE SHOT REGISTMTION AND THE
BIG BALANCE WALL ALL MINE FOR ROOM AND BOARD AND INCIDENTALS.

THERE WAS FOT'R OF US LEAVING TOGETHER FROM NEWARK, ANDY KRUGER AND KLEIN BOTH
SOPHOMORE, HERMAN HERBER A NEIGHBOR, A GMDUATE OF EAST SIDE HIGH WHO WAS ENROLL-
ING IN THE SCHOOL OT EORESTRY AND MYSELF.

IT WAS QUITE A TRIP BY TRAIN, FIRST TO BUFFALO BY TEHIGH VALLEY AND THEN BY MICHI-
GAN CENTRAL THRU CANADA TO ANN ARBOR. THE ISIP TOOK IWENTY HOURS AND WAS MADE BY
DAY COACH. I TOOK TEFILLIN AND PRAYER BOOK I.IITH ME AND PROMISED THE FOLKS THAT I
WOUTD DEFINITELY RECITE DAILY AT LEAST THE MORMNG PMYERS. I WAS ALSO PROVIDED
WITH T}IE ADDRESSES OF MOTHRS COUSINS IN DETROIT.

I.IE ARRIVED IN ANN ARB0R AT ASouT 3:00 ru 0N A NrcE t^lARr{ DAy IN THE MIDDLE oF
SEPTE}tsER ABOUT TOI.IR DAYS BEFORE REGISTRATION, THUS ALLOWING OURSELVES ENOUGH
TIME fOR INDING LMNG QUARTER AND JOBS, THERE I.iiERE NO DORMITORIES FOR MEN. WE
HAD D(PERT GIIIDANCE FROM RUDY KRUGER, AS WAS THE CUSTOM AT THAT TIME THE Y}.ICA
ERRECTED A BIG TENT ON STATE ST JUST OFF THE CAHPUS AND LISTS OF ROOMS FOR RENT
AND JOBS THAT WERE OPEN TO STUDENTS. SEMORS WERE ALSO ON HAND TO HELP OUT AND
ADVISE.
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WHILE EilMINING ItiE INFORI"IATION AVAILABLE A VERY ATTMCTIVE YOUNG MAN APPROACHED

ME AND INTRODUCf,D HIMSELF AS ABE JACOBY A FRESHMAN FROM BAY CITY, MICHIGAN LOOK'

ING FOR A ROOM}IATE. HE TOLD ME THAT HE WAS JEWISH, ASSiIMED THAT I WAS TOO, HAD

A ROOM AND A JOB FOR A PARTNER AT THE SG}IA CHI FMTERNITY, WOULD I CONSIDER

TEAMING UP WITH HIM. ABE MADE A TREI"IENDOUS IMPRESSION ON ME AND THE OFFER WAS

LIKE A GIFT EROM HEAVEN, CERTAINII"Y HAD NO REASON TO EVER REGRET SAME.

ABE WAS A PRE-MED STLiDEM, SHoWED ME THE DOLTBLE RRoM UE WAS RENTING AND IMRoDUCED
ME AT THE FRATERMTY AS HIS PARTNER IN WASHING DISHES. THIS STROKE OF LUCK HAS

ONE OF THE BEST GHINGS THAT EVER HAPPENED TO ME. I FOUND OUT LATER ABE WAS NOT

ONLY A GRAND PERSON. A MOST ACCOMODATIN ROOI'IATE AND ONE OF ABOUT EIGHT STUDENTS

ON THE EMIRE CAI"iPUS THAT WAS AN TIATI STI]DENT REGT\RLESS OF SIEJECTS STUDIED.
ABE HAD A PHOTOGRAPHIC }IIND AND HIS ACCOMPLISTI}1E}{1'S SEBIED SO EFFORTLESS,

I REGISTERED IN THE SCHOOL OT ARCHITECTURE HEADED BY A PROFESSOR UNDER THE SI.JPER-

VISION OF THE DEAN OF ENGINEERING. WE HAD THREE OPTIONS OR SPECIALTIES O?EN

FOR STUDY, ONE IN P1IRE DESIGI\, T[,IO IN GENERAL PRACTIVE AND THREE ARCTiITECTUAL
ENGINEERING.

THE FIRST YEAR I,IAS THE SAME FOR ALL THREE OPTIONS. IN THE BACK OF }IY }IIND WAS

THE THoUGHT THAT I IIIGHT G0 INTo CONTMCTING, S0 Cri0SE ENGINEERING BMNCH OF

ARCHICTECTUE AS BETTER PREPAMTION. AS ALWAYS THE ELECTION WAS THE TOUGHEST OF

ALL T}IREE OPTIONS.

RUDY INTRODUCE TO PROF E LOULE THE IIEAD OF THE DEPARI}IENT AND UPON LEARNING THAT
I WAS WORKING M Y WAY TI{ROUGH ADVISED ME TO SIRETCH THE COURSE OF STUDY FRO}I FOUR

TO FIVE YEARS. I POLITELY RESPONDED THAT FIMNCIALLY FOUR YEARS I.IAS ALMOST
UNSI]MOUNTABLE AND AISTHER YEAR UNTHINKABLE, THEREFORE, THE PROF WASHED HIS HANDS

OF ME AND TOLD I'IE THAT IF I HAD ANY PROBLBIS IN THE FUTURE TO FORET HIS OFFICE.
LATER ON I WISHED THAT I HAD TAKEN THE PROFS ADVICE AND WOULD HAVE BEEN ABLE TO

I'{AKE BETTER USE OF COLLEGE LIFE AND ITS MANY ACTIVITIES.

WITH EVERYTHING SET AND A FEW DAYS TCI THE BEGINNING OF CI,ASSES AND BECAUSE ROSH
HASHAN/\H WAS UPON US I THOUGHT THAT IT WAS A GOOD TIME TO PAY A YISIT TO MOTHERS

RELATIVES IN DETROIT. I TOOK KERBER WITH ME AIiD INTRODUCES MYSELF TO THE
SAMSOHNS AND CO}.IPANY. KERBER AND 1 WERE WELCO},IED 'I'IITH OPEN ARMS AND MADE TO
FEEL CO}.IPLETELY AT HO}'E. PRO\ISIONS WERE I'IADE WHERE TO STAY AND DI}iE ALSO FOR
ATTENDANCE FOR SERVICES AT TT{E TBIPLE FOR THE HOLIDAY. THE SAMSOHNS WERE OLD
TIMERS IN DEI?OIT. THE OLDER GENEMTION CONSISTED OF TTIREE SISTERS AND A BROTHER
CHILDREN AND GMND-CHILDREN, THE FA}IILIES HERE COUSINS OF }IOTHERS . THE THREE
SISTERS HAD LAST SEEN MOTTiER AT HER WEDDING AND THEREAFTER ET'IIGRATED TO A}IERICA.

DETROIT AT THIS fi}'E WAS A GR&\T D(PANDING }IETROPOLIS DUE PRI},TARILY TO FORD
I,IITH HIS INVENTIO}i OF THE PRODUCTION LINE FOR PRODUCING CHEAP AUTOI'IOBILES AND
HIS INTRODUCTION OF FIVE DOLLARS PAY FOR AN EITHT HOUR DAYS WORK. THE THING
THAT STRUCK }IE ABOUT DETROIT OR ?HE MIDWEST I{AS THE LACK OF OVERT ANTI-SEMITISI"1.
A PERSON REGARLESS OF RELIGION WAS TAKEN FOR WHAT HE WAS WORTH AS A HTJI'IAN BEING,
OF COI.]RSE, THAT DID NOT MEAN THAT JEWS WERE WELCOI'IE IN PRIVATE CLUBAS OR FRATERN-
ITIES, JUST I1IE SA}IE IT WAS A STEP FORWARD.
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HECH OF A BUSY BEE WITH CIJ|SSES, LECTIIRES,
DAY LASTED FROM EIGHT II'J THE MORMNG TO FIVE.PM

AS A GRADUATE FROl"l A I'IoDERN HIGH SCHOOL EQUTPED WITH PHYSICS AND CHEM LABS, SHOPS
AND FoREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHERS, I HAS WAY AHEAD Or SOI1E OF MY CLASSMATES Wt{o WERE
GRADUATES OF ONE ROOM SCHOOLS. I ACTUALLY RECEIVED ALT'IOST A FULL TERMS CREDIT
WHILE THEY HAD TO ATTEND MAKE I]P CLASSES. MY DISHWASHING JOB TOOK TI{REE HOURS

A DAY AND AT TIMES EHEN WORK WAS HEAVY I }JAS LATE FOR CLASSES BUT THE PROF CO.
OPERATED AND I WAS OFTICIALLY EXCUSED.

UNTORTUMTELY ABE JACOBY COULD NOT ARRANGE HIS SCHEDT]LE TO FIT IN WITH THE JOB
AT THE FBATERNITY AND I WAS COMPELLED TO GET ANOTHER STUDE}{[ FOR THE JCIB,
SI.IRPRISINGLY THAT CHANGE MADE NO DIFFERNCE IN OUR REI"ATIONS. SIGMA CHI WAS ONE
OF THE TOP FRATERMTIES ON THE CAMPUS AND MONEY DID NOT MATTER WHEN IT CAME TO
THE UPKEEP OF THE TABLE. THE CHIEF COOK AND }IANAGER OF T}IE DAY TO DAY OPERATIONS
OF THE HOUSE WAS A WELL EDUCATED COLORED GENTLBIEN OF GREAT EXPERIENCE NAMED GREEN.
HE TOOK GOOD CARE OF ME ESPECIALLY TOR SECONDS AND DESERTS SAYING THAT I DESERVED
THE BEST BECAUSE I hNRKED FOR MY MEALS HHILE THE TRATERNTTY BROTHERS ONLY PAID FOR
rHBI.

ANN ARBOR WAS A TO}I}I OT ABOUT TWENTY THOUSAND PEfiMANEMT RESIDENTS WITH ONLY SIX
OR SEVEN NON-OBSERVANT JEWISH FAMILIES. ALTHOUGH THERE I,JERE HI.EIDREDS OF JEWISH
STI]DENTS THERE WAS LITTLE EFTORT MADE BY THE JEWISH COMMUNITIES IN THE AREA TO
TO CATER TO OUR NEEDS. ONE ffCEPTION WAS RABBI FMNKLIN OF THE REFORMED TEMPLE
IN DETROIT I.IHO PROVIDED FCIR SERVICE ABOUT EVERY OTHER SUNDAY AND HE WOULD HAVE
SOME OUTSTANDING RABBI OR LAY}'AN DELIVER A SER}TON. ONCE OR TI"IICE.A YEAR RABBI
STEPEEN S I{ISE OF NATIOML REIO{OI.II{ AS AN ORATOR hOULD BE THE GUEST SPEAKER. ON
SUCH OCCASIONS TI.IE LARGEST CAMPUS AUDITORIIJM COULD NOT HOLD ITIE OVEFLOW CROWD OT
BOTH JEI,trS AND GENTILES.

EASTER WAS UPON US AND I PROI,IISED FATHER THAT I WOULD OBSERVE THE FESSACH RULES
AND WOULD NOT EAT CHO}IETZ TIIAT WEEK. IT JUST SO HAPPENED THAT YEAR THAT EASTER
VACATION ENDED AND PESSACH BEGAN SO 1 ARRA}IGED WITH ABE THAT UPON RETURNING FROM
EASTER VACATION HE WOULD BRING BACK WITH HIM SOME ROAST CHICKEN,MATZOS AND HARD
BOILED EGGS ENOUGH FOR BO?H OF US AND WITH TEA AT THE FRATERNITY I }CIULD MANAGE.
TO MY SI]RPRISE ABE RETI,JRNED EI'IPTY HANDED AND I I^IAS STUCK D(ISTING THE ENTIRE WEEK
ON }IARD BOILD EGGS THAT I SCROI'NGED AI{D TEA I.IHILE AT THE SAME TIME WASHING DISHES.
I WAS ONE SICK BOY BY WEEK END AND THEN Al\D THERE I DECIDED THAT HENCEFORTH I
WOULD NOT OBSERVE CUSTOMS IF IT ENDANGERED I'lY HEALTH, I DID NOT GO HOME FOR
EASTER OR CHRISTMAS VACATIONS DURING Al{Y OF THE TOUR YEARS, USING THE PERIODS
FOR WORKING AT Ti{E GOING RATE OF TWENTY-TIVE CENTS AN HOIJR TO EARN I'IONEY FOR
TD(T.BOOKS, DRAFTNS}SUPPLIES OR ANY OTHER NEEDS.

JUNE ARRIVED BIFORE I HARDLY REALIZED THAT T,IY FIRST YEAR IN COLLEGE WAS ENDING
AND FOR A SOMEWHAT HOMESICK TEEN.AGER COMING FROM A RESTRICTED HOME A}ID NEIGHBOR-
HOOD THE CHANGE IN LESS THAN A'YTAHS TIME WAS I3AIIMATIC. I GREI,I UP AND SUDDENLY
BEC/\I'IE AWARE 0F A BRAND NEt.l HoRtED. FoRTUNATELy r HAD coscN REAL wELL rN coMrNG
TO MICHIGAN. THE UNIVERSITY WAS OUTSTANDING SCHOOL IN ALL RESTECTS, IT WAS THE
}IARVARD OF THE I'IIDWEST, VERY COSMOPOLITA}{ AND THE MEETING PLACE FOR STUDENTS FR,O[,I
THE EMIRE U S AND MANY FOREIGN COI]NTRIES, CO}II}iG CONTACT I^IITH MANY ?EOPLE OFs0 MANY vARrEs BACKGR0UNDS AND srATroNS-ilr sociity IIAS AN EDUcATToN rN rrsELF.
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GLASSES AND FIMLS WERE OVER, IVERYBODY r.lAS IN A RELN(ED ]i00D TACKII{G THEIR TRUNKS

AND ARRANGING TOR TRAI{SPORTATION HOIVIE. IT I.IAS SATURDAY EVE}TING THE LAST }IEAL HAD

BEEN SERVED AT THE FRATERNITY HOUSE, THE G0Oir-ByES SAID AND I WENT BACK T0 llY RO0l"1-

ING TIOUSE Allo WITH NOTHING TO DO H(CEPT TO WAIT FOR SUI'IDAY AFTERNOON TO ENTRAIN.

TIiAT EVENING I GOT A PRETTY BAD ATTACH OF STOI'IACH-ACHE AhD CRAMPS. THE BOYS RECO}I-
I{EI{DED SOI{E WAY OUT RMIE.DIES SUCH AS A GOOD DOSE OT CASTOR-OIL Ti}ID SOT'IE REAL LT]LUS.

BY }IORNING I DIDNT FEEL ANY tsETTER AND A DOCTOR WAS CALLED. AFTER EXA}IING }IE HE

DECIDED THAT I HAD AN ATTACK OF APPEMICITIS AND ADVISED AGAINST AN H(TENDED TRAIN
RIDE WHEN I }IIGHT TAKE A SI]DDEN TURN FOR THE WORSE AND THERE WOULD BY NO I}fi'TEDIATE
HELP AVAILABLE. HE SUGGESTED THAT I ENTER ONE OF THE UMVERSITY HOSPITALS AND

}IAVE THE APPE}IDIX REI"IOVED.

THE BIG PROBLBI WAS THAT ALTHOUGH I'IY TI-TTTION COVERED ALL I"IEDICAL PROBLBIS, THE

SCHOOL YEAR WAS OVER AND ALL HEALTH SER\TICE BOOKS CLOSED. I D(PI,AIi'IED TO THE

DOCTOR THAT I WAS I"IITHOUT FUNDS AI\D SOI'IEHOW HE MAMGED fOR THE OPERATI0N Ai'[D IjOSPI-
TAL STAY AT NO COST TO ME. I EMERED THE HOSPITAL THE SA},18 AFTERNOON, I"]AS OPEMTED
ON, RECEIVED THE BEST CARE POSSIBLE AND AFTER A STAY OF ABOUT TEN DAYS WAS RELEASED

AND LEFT I}MEDIATELY FOR HO}18. SOTIEHOW THE COUSINS IN DETROIT BECA}IE AWARE OT MY

IROI]BLES AND VISITED }IE AT THE HOSPITAL.

AFTER A TI{IENTY I]OIIR DAY-COACH RIDE I.IHEN AT TII"IES I FELT THAT I WAS BECOMING UNSTICH-
ED I ARRIVED }IO}IE. THE YEAR AWAY FROM HOME WAS GOOD FOR }IE AND NOW I WAS A FULL
GROWN }LA,N. INFORTUNATELY MICI_IIGAN CLOSED ABOUT TWO WEEKS AFTER EASTERN COLLEGES

WITH THE RESULT THAT I'IOST SUI',I,IER JOBS WERE TILLED. THE ONLY JOB AVAILABLE TOR ME

,{AS PUSHING.A tnl\D TRUCK fOR TEN H0URS A DAY, WITti i'iy HEALTIi rROBLmi I L{STED
AB0UT TI{0 '^IEEKS.

GOOD OLD IIROTHER Si\t'f CAIIE TO TIIE RESCUE. liY TfiIS TIIiE HE HAD BEEN PROI'IOTED T0
ASSISTANT FORET"IAN IN THE INSPECTION DIPART}IENT AT HYATTS AND IIE NOW PUT IN AN ORDER

FOR ANOTHm. INSPECTOR AND I GOT TI.]E JOB. THIS I.'AS A }IOST RESPECTABLE JOB EIGHT
IiOI-iR DAY AND A FOHTY HOUR WORK WEEK, SAI,I }IADE SURE THAT I DID NOT HAVE TO LIFT THE
HEAVY BOXES OT STEEL BEARING CASES FRO}.I FLOOR TO BENCH OR VISA VIS. THE WORK WAS

NOT TOO BAD, WE WORKED TI.IO I.IEEKS DAY-SHIFT AND TWO WEEKS SI{I}IG-SHIFT. IT WAS NICE
WALKING HOME SUMI-IER NIGHTS AN]] STOPPING ON TTiE I,JAY AT LONGS BAR FOR A GOOD COLD BEER.
I HAD SI.'RELY GROWN UP, RECEIYED MY REPORT CARD, PASSED ALL SIEJECTS.

THE SLMMER WAS OVER AND ON TO ANN ARBOR. WE WERE GOOD SALESMEN FOR MTCHIGAN, t^tE NOW

HAD A PARTY OF FIFTEEN STT]DENTS GOING TO U, M. AND SO RECEIVED PARTY RATES ON IRAIN
THUS SAVING A COUPLE OF DOLLARS, I WAS NOW A SOPHOMORE AND LOOKING FORWARD TO DISH-
ING IT OUT INSTEAD OT RECEI\INC IN THE HAZING TR,OCESS. MY JOB AT SIGMA CHI WAS
WAITING FOR ME. ABE JACOBY AND I CHANGED ROOMS SO THAT HE WERE NEARER TO THE CAMPUS
TO SAVE TIME WALKING TO CLASSES.

I RECEIVED I.'lY SCTiEDULE AND IT WAS WITHOUT DOI.ET ThE TOUGHEST OF MY FOUR YEARS. IN
ADDITION 10 THE VARIOUS ARCHITECTURAL SUBJECTS AND BEING IN THE ENGINEERING ELECTRIC
GROUP WAS REQUIRED TO TAKE BASIC ENGIMERING SUCH AS CALCULUS, EI\JGIMERING MECTIANICS
CHEMISTRY AND STRUCTURAL AND BRIDGE DESIGN. 

'.IHILE 
THE FRtsSlII\iAN CLASS IN ARCHITECHI-

TIIRE STARTED WE Hi\D AN EhtsOLLllENT OF SIXTY-FM, THE BIGGE$T IN THE SCHOOL HISTQRY
NOI.] REDUCED FIFTY PERCENT A}ID AT GRADUATION IN JUNE 1919 THERE WERE ONLY TWELVE LEFT
TO RECEIVE DIPLO}IAS,

I }IIGHT DIGRESS FOR A i'IHlLE AND TALK ABOUT THE OTHER EDUCATION I RECEIVED FROI"I MEET.
ING AND GETTING TO KN0W SO I'iANy MEN FROM THE ENDS OF THE U. S. AI\D FOREIGN COUMIRIES.
THME WERE TTiE BOYS FROI'I BROOKLYN WHO WERE ALL KNOI.]ING Al\D LOOKED DOWN THEIR NOSES



PAGE 23

ON THE REST AS MERE PEASANTS. THE CLASS}IATES FROI'I UPPER NEW YORK STATE ALL GENTLE-

MEN, THE JEWISH BOY FORI"I NORTHERN MICHIGAN WHO WAS TROM THE ONTLY JEI'JISH FAMILY IN
TOWN. THERE I,IAS THE GENTILE BOY TROM THE UPPER PENINSULA OF MICHIGAN HHO HAD SUCH

A PECULIAR LOOK ON HIS FACE WHEN I^]E WERE INTRODUCED THAT I INQI.ITRED AS TO WHAT WAS

TROUBLING HIM. HE TOLD ME THAT I WAS THE TIRST JEW THAT HE EVER MET,'WAS AMAZED

THAT I LOOKED JUST LIKE OTHER PEOPLE AND HAD NO HORNS GROWING OUT OF }IY FOREHEAD.

THERE I{AS A STI]DEM IN MY CLASS NAMED ALFREDO LOPEZ FROT{ COLIJMBIA, SOUTH A}IERICA
WHOSE FAMILY ALTERNATED },IITH THE CONSERVATIVE TARTY IN PRESIDENCY OF HIS COUNTRY

AND SURE EI{OUGH EVEN TO THIS DAY AIi ALFREDO LOPEZ OCCUPIES T}iE PRESIDENTIAL CHAIR,

THERE WAS A CHINESE STIJDEM NAIIED WONG. THERE hrAS ?ETE Vffi,SHOOR 0F DUTCH DESCENT

FROI'I LANSING MICHIGAN I.JHO LIVED IN I'IY FRES}I}IAN ROOT'IING TiOUSE, AN HONOR ENGINEERING
STTIDENT, I"IHO TOLD US THAT HIS FATHER WHILE LIVING IN HOLLAND, WAS THE ROYAL BUTCH-
m T0 THE QUEEN OF HOLLAM, llET A SWEDISH BoY FRoM OREGON i.lHO I{AS STUDYING NAVAL
ARCHITECTIJRE AND AN ENGINEEEING STUDEM NA}IED DOW WHOSE FATHER OI.iNED DOW CHEMICAL.
DOI^I USED TO RACE AROUND THE CA}IPUS IN HIS STUTZ BEAR CAT. IN }iY DEPART}IENT WAS A
BOY FRO}I CALIFORMA HHO HAD NEVM SEEN OIT E]{PERIENCED SNOI.I. THERE I.IAS A COHEN

FRO}I JOHANNESBURG SOUTH AFRICA STUDYING DENTISTRY. ALL IN ALL QUITE AN ARRAY OF
IDEAS AND OPINIONS.

TT]ERE WERE STUDENTS WITH DIFFERE}iT SKILLS WORKING TTiEIR WAY THROUGH. AN ENGINEER
ING STUDEN? I,IAS A BRICKLAYER, EARNED ENOUGH WORKING SATURDAYS TO SEE HI}I THROUGTI.
A STUDEM FRO}I NEI.IARK, FATHER A BARBER WHERE HE RECEIVED HIS TRAINING, WORKED A
FEW AFTERNNONS A WEEK T0 SqPPORT HIIISELF. RUDY'S YoUNGER BROTHTR BILL KRUGm r.iAS
A MUSICIAI'I, PLAYED AT FRATERNITY DANCES TO EARN HIS KEEP. THIS IS A GOOD SAI'iPLING.

CHRISE{AS VACATION HAD COME AND GONE AND I.IE WERE IN THE SECOND TERI'IF OF TTiE SOPHO-
I'{ORE YEAR. I WAS IMOR}IED THAT FATHER HAD PULLED UP STAI(ES, BOUGHT A FAR}I NEi\R
EI{GLISHTOI"JN, N J O}i THE ROAD FRO}I ENGLISIjTOWN TO OLD BRIDGE. LIVING ON TTIE LAND
WAS SOI,IETHING FATHER HAD DREAI"IT ABOUT ALL HIS LIFE. WITH ALL HIS KNOHLEDGE IN
TAI}IUD HE CERTAINLY WAS NOT PREPARED FOR A LITE AS A FARMER. SAI"I QUIT A GOOD
JOB TO HEL? OUT ON THE TARM, HE JUST ABOUT SAVED THE SITUATION. I"IINNIE WENT ALONG
AND WAs EI{ROLLED IN THE ENGLISHTOWN GRAWAR SCHOOL. IDA RET'IAINED IN NEI,]ARK IN
ORDER TO FIMSH HER TWO YEARS IN NOR}IAL SHCOOL OR TEACHERS COLLEGE.

ABE JACOBEY IN\TITE HERBER AND MYSELF TO SPEN.D EASTER VACATION AND PASSOVER HOLIDAY
IN HIS HOME AT BAY CITY, MICHIGAN.

BAY CITY A CITY 0F AB0UT 50,000 AND SAGINAIT 0F LIKE SIZE, ARE TWIi\ CIITES ABOUT
150 }'ILES NORTH OF DEIROIT AND ABOUT 3A HOI,IR RIDE BY FAST LINE TROLLEY FRO}I ANN
ARBOR. BAY CITY WAS AT ONE TIME THE CENTE"R OF MICHIGANIS GREAT LI.]I"IBER INDUSTRY
AND I\iHAT INTERSTED }iE I.IAS THE FACT IHAT IT WAS STILLE THE CENTER FOR TiiE COUN,TRY
READY-CUT LUMBER HOI,IE INDUSTRRY. ABE TOOK US ONE DAY FOR A TRAMP INrO THE COI.]NTRY
AN AREA I{TIICH HAD AT ONE TII'IE BEEN A LAND OF GREAT FORESTS AND NOW AFTER UIiRESIRICT.
ED CUTTING AND NO PR0GRAII FOR REF0RESTRATION HAD BECOIIE A WASTELAND I.]ITH NO I'IORE
THAN TREE STI]MPS AND SAND AS FAR AS THE EYE COULD SEE. IT WAS A TERRIBLE LESSON
TO LEARN W[{AT HU}IAN GREEN CAN DO TO THE I,AND.

WE WERE ENTERTAINED AND TREATED LIKE HONORED GUESTS BY ABE'S FA}IILY AND FRIENDS.
GOrNG HOI'IE FRoM SERVICE THE SECOND AY OF PESSACH, WE WERE GREETED By NEWSBOYS
SHOUTING, E(TRA, WAR WAS DECLARED ON GERMAM' THIS WAS APRIL 17, WE I,IERE SHOCKED
DUMB, I{E KNfl$l THAT wE wOUtD s0oN BE PART oF THE ARl"lED FORCES.
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BACK TO ANN ARBOR AND THINGS WME IN A TI.JRMOIL, MANY STTJDENTS NOT WAITING FOR THE

DRAFT A}ID SOME ENLISTING IN OFFICER TRAINING CAI"IPS THE IIiFANT AIR CORPS. MANY

OTHER COLLEGE STI.]DENTS I,JME AIAEADY IN SERVICE WITH THE FRENCH AND BRITISH FORCES

OR HOSPITAL I]NITS IN EIJROPE AND UPON DECI,ARATION OF WAR ]SANSFERRED TO THE U S

FORCES. I HAD ENBOLLED IN THE R O T C. BEFORE WAR WAS DECI.{\RED WE LISTENEJ TO

SUCH FAMOUR PACIFISTS AS EUGL DEBS, WHO I^IAS LATER IMPRISONED BY WOODROW WILSON

AND THE GREAT ORATOR J BRYAN WHO HAD RESIGNED AS SECRETARY OF STATE. AT NO TII"IE

WERE ANY IINTVERSITY HALLS OPEN TO THESE T'18N.

THE SCHOOL YEAR WAS OVER AND BACK TO THE FARM. IDA I,.IAS ALREADY THERE. WE PITCHED

IN FOR ANY CHORES TI{AT WE COULD FIND. IT WENT WITHOUT SAYING THAT WHAT WE KNEW

ABOUT FARMING COI'LD HAVE BEEN WRITTEN ON THE BACK OF A POSTAGE STAMT.

THE FARI'I WAS ABOUT 12 ACRES IN AREA, DEVOTED }RIMARILY TO RAISING CHICKENS, THE

GROWING OF CORN TOR FEEDING THE TEW ANIMALS AND FIELDS TOR GROI.JING VEGETABLES.

WE WERE NOT I.IELCOMED BY THE WASP OtD LINE NEIGHBORING FARMERS, WHO LAUGHED IN-
WARDLY AT OUR CLIDISY EFFORTS,

IT NOW SUDDENLY OCCI.'RED TO ME THAT I NEEDED

TO THE HEAD OF THE ARCHITECTT]RAL DEPARIT"IENT
SCHOLORSHIP. MICHIGAN AS A STATE SUP?ORTED
FOR SUCH PIIRPOSE.

MONEY TO RETURN TO SCHOOL. I IIROTE
INQUIRII{G ABOUT THE AVAILABILITY OF A
UNIVERSITU HAD NO FUNDS SET ASIDE

I WENT TO NEHARK, STAYING I.JITH AUNT LENA AS A NON PAYING BOARDER AND WENT LOOKING
FOR WORK. I FOUND A JOB WITH A METAL CAN MANUFACTI.JRING FIRM LOCATED IN HARRISON
IN THE PACKING AND SHIPPING DEPARI}IENT. FOR A SIXTY HOUR WEEK AND TI.IICE A I^IEEK

PMIODS OF TWO HOUR DIJMTION OVERTIME AT THIS BACK BREAKING JOB WE RECEIVED THE
PRINCELY SUM OF TI^IELVE DOLLARS. FOR THE OVERTIME PAY THE FORET'IATi TOOK US TO A
SALOON ACROSS THE SIIEET, BOUGHT EACH OF US TWO BERS AND ALL THE FREE LUNCH I'lE
COIILD EAT, AFTER ABOUT EIGHT WEEKS I GAVE NOTICE THAT I WAS LEAVING AND BACK TO

THE FARM AND SCHOOL.

SCHOOL OPENED ON A SO}{BER NOTE I.IITH I"1ANY OF THE CLASS ROOMS HALT EMPTY. STUDENTS
THOUGHTS WERE MORE ON TTIE COI.]RSE OF THE WAR AND WHEI\ TO ENTER THE AR}{ED SERVICES.
THE PROFS WERE TELLING US TO WAIT, GET MORE EDUCATIO\ AND BE OF BETTER SM.VICE ?O

OUR COTII{TRY, I I,IAS BACK AT THE TRATERNITY DISHI'IASHII\IG, ATTENDING CLASSES, TRAIN-
ING WITH THE R O T C AND TRYING }IY BEST TO CARRY ON AS USUAL. ABE, KERBER CARL
BOCCARO, A 'DTEI^JARK 

FROSH DENTAL STUDENT, AND I RENTED AN APARI}IENT JUST OFF THE
CAMPUS. WITH AN APARTMENT EACH OT US COULD SHUT OURSELVES OFF AND CONCENTRATE
ON HOME-WO K I^IHILE TIIE OTHERS WM.E HAVING A BT]LL SESSION.

I TUP.NED TI^]ENTY-ONE ON CHRISTMAS. REGISTERED FOR THE SECOND DRATT WITH THE BOARD
IN I"IY LEGAL TIOME ENGLISHTOi,N. SAM WAS IN T}IE FIRST DMTT AND I.TAITING FOR A CALL.
WAS STRONGLY MINDED TO ENLIST IN THE NAVY WHICH HAS ANXIOUS FOR ENGINEERING STU-
DENTS TO ENLIST IN THEIR QUARTERMASTER CORPS, WHO ATTER THREE I'IONTH IRAINING WERE

CO!&'ISIONED AS ENSIGNS TOR DUTY AT THE WHEEL OF MAhY LIFBERTY SHIPS. I WROTE
HOME ABOUT MY INTENTIONS AND RECEIVED A VERY STRONGLY WORDER NO, OUR ENGINEERING
DEAN ADVISED US TO ENLIST I ENGINEM.'S RESERVE AND WE WOULD BE-CALI,ED As I,IE WERE
NEEDED. THE YEAR ENDED AND I PASSED ALL SI.]BJECTS WITH PRETTY GOOD GMDES.
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I CAME HOME TOR THE 1918 SI"'!['1ER VACATION i^IITH fiIE FOLKS UHO IN THE MEANTIME HAD

BOUGHT A LARGER FARM AT TRACY STATION. }IY FIRST STOP 1'IAS AT THE NEWARK ENLIST-
MENT CENTER AND ENLISTED IN THE ENRIMERIS RESERVE. NEWARK BEING 11( TIIE FIRST

CORPS AREA I I,IAS TO BE TRANSFERRED TO THE THIR CORPS AND I WAS TO BE TRANSFERRED

TO THE THIRD CORPS AREA WHERE ANN ARBOR I.IAS LOCATED, ASSIGNED TO SCHOOL AND TO

I.IAIT FOR A CALL TO ACTIVE DUTY. I NOTIFIED THE DRAFT BOARD OF I'IY ENLISfl"IENT AI{D

WERE THEY I,IERE BI]RNT I]P BECAUSE IN ORDER TO FILL THEIR QUOTA, A GOOD GENTILE

FARI'IER WO1ILD HAVE TO BE CALLED INSTEAD OF A JEW WHO HAD OUTFOXED THEM.

WITH THE SSRVICE PROBLE}I OUT OF THE I.JAY I'IY WORRY NOW WAS FOR A JOB, AN A}TIUNI.
TION ?LANT WAS BEING BUILT AT OLD BRIDGE CALLED THE CALIFORNIA LOADING CO,

I.IHICH I.IAS TO BE USED TO LOAD PINEAPPLES ALSO KNO$N AS HAND GREMDES. A BOY

WITH A FORD TRUCK PICHED P I'IANY OF THE LOCAL FARMERS EAGER FOR A QiIICK BUCK,

WHO HAD BOUGHT SO}IE CARPENTER TOOLS AT THE FIVE AND TEN, WERE HIRED AS CARPEN

TERS. I WENT ALONG HOPING TO OBTAIN A JOB BECAUSE OF MY TRAINING AS AN ARCHITECT.
BY NOT CALLING i,IYSELF A TRADESMAN, COULDNIT GET BY THE HIRING GATE'

WAITED UNTIL ALL THE HIRING TOR THE DAY WAS OVER AND APPROACHED THE GATE-KEEPER

WHO SEEMED TO BE A NICE LITTLE IRISHMAN AN'D TOLD HII'I THAT I WAS AN ENGINEERING
COLLEGE STT]DEM WORKING MY WAY THROUGH SCHOOL AI\D BADLY NEEDED A JOB TO SEE ME

THROUGH TIIE FINAL YEAR. AFTER LISTENING TO I{Y STORY HE TOLD ME THAT HE IIAD TI^IO

NEPHEWS WHO }MRE I.JORKING THEIR WAY THROUGH YALE AP}IiECIATED }IY PROBLEI'I AND TOLD

ME TO WAIT, HE WOULD TRY TO DO SOMETHING, HE CALLED TI{E CHIEF ENGINEERIS OFFICE
AND HE.-CERTAINLY }iUST HAVE USED ILENTY OT BALAR}iEY BECAUSE HE CAVE }IE A BADGE

AND DIRECTED ME TO THE ENGINEERING OFFICE, 1 i{AS HIRED AS A MECHANICAL DRAFTS-
I,I/\N AT TTIE UMELIEVABLE SALRY OT $125.00 A I'IONTII, I WAS IN CLOVER.

SAI'1 WAS NOW IN SERVICE AT FORT DIX AND I^IITH HIM OUT OF THE PICTURE VERY LITTLE
FARMING WAS DONE AT THE GREEMERG SPREAD. MOST OF THE INCO}IE NOW WAS DERIVED
FROM ST,BOIER BOARDERS. SAM CA}IE HOME ON FLiRLOUGH AT BEGINNING OF JULY AFTER
BASIC TRAINING. I{E IM}IEDIATELY HELPED HII'ISELF TO I'lY R O T C UNIFORM WHICH
FITTED HI}I IN CONTMST TO THE GENERAL ISSUE THROI.IN AT HIM AND WHICH I^IAS I'IANY
SIZES TOO LARGE, WHEN HIS TII'IE ltAS UP, SA!1 RETUp.NED TO CAllPLl.

AFTER SEVEML I{EEKS AND NO LETTER TROI'I SA}I, FATHER INSISTED THAT I GO TO hIRIGHTS-
TOWN TO SEE WHAT I{AS DOING. IT WAS SUNDAY AFTERNOON IN THE }IIDDLE OF JI.ILY, SAM
AID HIS COT'IPANY I"IERE LINED UP IN OPEN HOT SANDY FIELD DRESSED IN WOOLEN UI{IFOfuYS
WITH PACKS }IANDY, READY TO BE SHPPED OVERSEA. THE BIG PUSH WAS ON IN EUROPE BY
THE GSRMANS TO BREAK THE TRENCH WARFARE AND CANNON FODDER WAS NEEDED. ONE OF
THE MEN IN HIS COI'IPANY, A CLOAK AND SIIITER FRO}I NEW YORK WAS IN TEARS LA}IENTING
TO AMONE WHO I.JOULD LISTEDN THAT IJE HAD JUST BEE}i GIVEN A GUN AND HE DIDN'T EVEN
KNOW WHICH END YoU SHOOT WITH, HE WAS SLiRE THAT HE WAS GOING TO HIS DOoM,

SAM O}.] ENTERING ON ENTERING SERVICE EXPRESSED A I,REFERE}iCE FOR HEi\VY ARTILLERY
].]HT'CH AT THAT TIT.JE i,IAS HORSE-DRAI^IN AI\D THEREFORE A GOOD STOT FOR A SO CALLED
FAR}1ER. FORTUN'ATELY SAM'S COMPANY CO}MANDER RECEIVED AN ORDER TO ASSIGN A CER-
TAIN NIIIIBER 0f I'IENTT TO C00KS AND BAKER SCHOOL Al'D S0l'lEHOI,l LIGHTNING STRUCK AI\D
SA}I WAS SELECTED TO BECO}IE A MESS SERGEANT AI']D HE STENT TIIE REST OF TI{E I.IAR
YEAR AT CAI'IP DIX.

A I'ROBLEI.{ NOI{ CAI'{E UP ABOUT MINNIE, SHE I,JAS READY TOR HIGH SCHOOL AND }IER EYES
SET OI'I TREEHOLD H GH WHERE }IOST OF THE CHILDREN SHE KNEW ATTE}.'DED, THE TARM i{AS
PARTLY IN I'IIDDLESEX COUNTY }IEANT JAMESBURG AND NEITHER COUNTY WAS ANXIOUS TO RE.
CEIVE HER AND PROVIDE IRANSPORTATION, FREEHOLD FINALLY ASSUMED RESPONSItsILITY
BEC$USE THE BED.ROOMS I.IERE IN }IO}&{OUTTi COUTY.
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ABOUT THE IIIDDLE OI' THE SUMIIER I RECEMD Qi-ItTE A SHOCK WI{EN READII{G THE }IoRMNG
PAPER I FOUND THE NAME OF I"IAX FEINSOD LISTED AS WOUNDED IN ACTION A}.D TiiO DAYS
I,ATER AS HAVING DIED. I'{AX AND I WERE INSEPARABLE DURING GRAI,I}TAR AND HIGH 

,SCHOOT,

DAYS AlilD I,IERE KNOWN AS, ME AND llY SHADOW. OUR FI\THERS CAIIE FROM THE SAME CITY
IN POLAND HAD EVEN ATTEI\DED THE SAME CHEDER.

IT WAS A RAINY MGHT ,{HEN MOTHER DROVE }IE TO TRACY STATION OR SHED AT THE RAIL-
ROAD CROSSING WHERE I FLAGGED DOI^IIi THE ONE A DAY TRAIN TO I'IONMOUTH JUNGTION AND
THEN T0 NEI.iI\RK FOR Ti{E TRAIN T0 ANN ARB0R. IT I,IAS WITH A HEAVY HEART THI\T I
SAID GOOD-BYE AND WITH NO IDEA WHAT THE FUTTIRE HAD IN SI'ORE FOR I''E.

I ARRIVED IN ANN ARBOR TO FACE AN ENTIRELY DIFFERM U FO },I CAI"IPUS. THE ARMED
FORCES HAD TAKEN OVER THE UMVERSITY, TIIE STUDEI\T ARMY TRAIMNG CORP HAD INDUCT-
ED ALL STUDENTS ELIGIBLE FOR SERVICE AND ENLISTER TOOK OVER THE FRATERNITY HOUSES
AND TI{REI.J UP ADDITIONAL BAR};S AS BARRACHS. ARMY COT'II-ANIES AND NAVAL UMTS WERE
FORMED, SCHEDIILES OF I'.B.AINING ARRANGED AND ORDERS GIVEN TO THE I'ROFS AND TEACH-
ERS T'IHAT CLASSES WERE TO BE CONTINUED. THE AR}IED T'ORCES WITRE NOW IN COMPLETE
CONTROL OF THE UNTVERSITY. TTIE ?ROTS SI.JRE HATED TIIE SET-UP. KEP.BER HAD ENLISTED
IN THE I{AVY M{IT THAT I HAD HO?ED TO JOIN AND ABE JACOBY WHO IIAD FIMS}IED HIS
FIRST YEAR IN }IEDICAL SCI.iOOL SI,IITCHED TO RUSII }IEDICAL SCHOOL IN CI{ICAGO AFTER
SOI'18 ARGUEI"If,M WITH HIS INSTRUCTOR Ii.T ANATOI{Y. STRANGE THINGS WERE HAPPENING ON
THE CAHPUS, ONE DAY THE ENTIRE SEMOR CLASS Ii{ DENTAL COLLEGE I.IHO JUST FINISHED
THE ACCELEMTED COURSE IIIAS LINED UP TOLD TO P.T\ISE THEIR RIGHT HAND AND WERE
SI,JORN IN AS OFFICERS IN Ti,iE U S ARMY DENTAL COR?.

I STARTED SEMOR CLASSES WHILE WAITII{G FOR THE TBAT.ISFER OF MY ENI,ISN.IENT PAPERS
TO ARRIVE BUT IN ACCORDANCE I{ITI-I ARMY PROCEDURE AND SNAFUS THE TRANSFER DID NOT
CATCH U? WITH I,IE TILL AFTER THE AP}IISTICE BECAME OFICIAL. ID DIDNT SHED ANY
TEARS FOR THE DELAY AND APPLIED FOR AND RECEIVED }IY HONORABLE DISCHARGE,

THE IJNIVM,SITY AUTTiORITIES COULDNT I^]AIT TO GET RID OF ALL \TIESTIGES OF THE ARMED
SER\TICES AND RETUP.N TO NORMAL OPEMTIONS. BY THE SAuYE TOKEN THE ARI'IY BRASS WAS
A}O{IOUS TO GET RID OF AS }IANY SOLDIERS AS POSSIBLE ESPECIALLY STUDENTS WHO COULD
P?.OVE THAT TTIEY I^IERE RETURNING TO SCHOOL AND WOIJLD BE A BTIRDEN TO THE GOVER}.1I'1ENT,
SO EVERYBODY I{AS HAPPY,

I NChi FOCUSSED MY ATTEN[0]\I ON THE COI'IPLETION OF ]iY C0URSE IN ARCTTITECTURE ANI)
RECEIVE T'IY DI?LO}IA. 1 HAD CO}IPLETED ENOUGH COIjRSE CREDITS NEEDED TOR GMDUATION,
COLTLD }iAVE GONE HOI,IE AFTER THE FIRST TERM AND THE DI}.LOI'IA WOULD HAVE BEEN MAILED
TO }IE. I DECIDED TO STAY FOR TT]E EXTRA TERM AND TAKE SUCH ELECTIVES OR SI,,EJECTS
THAT TOOK MY FANCY. I TOOK ALL THE COUSES TIIAT I-JERE GIVEN IN DESIGN A\D TESTING
OF REINFORCED CONCRET AND AREA IN WHICH THERE WERE FEI,I TEXT-BOOKS Ai\D INFORMATION
SOURCES. FOR SOI,IE TNKNOWN REASON THE U S 1"IAS I.IAY BETIIND THE EUROPEAN COUNTRIES
IN THE USE OF THIS MATEIAL IN CONSTRUCTION hND ONLY THREE CITIES, CHIGAGO, DETROIT
AND }iEW YORI( TIAD A}ry RULES I}I THEIR CODES O}i TIiIS TYPE OE CONSIRUCTION.

KERBER I^JAS DISCI-IAR0ED FRol'I SERVICE AI\D t{'E TEAI'IED KIj AS RO0}IMATES FOR THE RE}IAInEER
OF T}IE I.EAB. I STILL HELD Oi.J TO }lY ?EARL DIVING JOB AT SIGI{A CHI Ah'D IN EXTREI'IE
NEED I COTILD DEINND ON IDA FOR A LOAN AS SHE I{AS NOW I.JORKING AS A SCHOOL TEACIIER,
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I,IITH GRADUATION IN SIGHT THE NECESSITY FOR A JOB IN ARCHITECTURE OR CONSTRUCTION

FIELD BECAI'IE OT PRI}IE I}IPRTANCE BUT AS A RESULT OT THE HALT IN THE NORI'IAL BUILD-
IN ACTIYITIES DI.]RING THE T.IAR YEARS THERE I.IERE FEW OPENINGS AROUND AT TTiIS TII'IE.
THf,RE WAS A CALL FOR ARCHITECTUAL GRADUATES FROM A DALLAS, TEXAS FIR}I, I SENT TN

AND APPLICATION BUT I CHANGED I'IY MIND ABOUT ACCEPTING AN OFFER AS IT WOULD BE

PER}IAMNT RESIDENCY AI'IAY FROM HOI"IE. I SETTLED FOR DETROIT AND IMMEDIATELY CON-

NECTED I.IITH OI'IE OF T}IE TI.IO LARGE FIRI"IS OF ARCTIITECTS, AS AI{ ENGINEER. AS A RE-
SULT OF TI,E TRE}IE}'DOUS WAR PROTITS ROLLED UP BY ThL AUTO}fu\KERS THEY HERE ALL
BUSY SPUNDI}IG Ti.IE EiCESS PROFTS BY EXPANDING Tt]EIR TLANTS AND SO ESCAPE SOME IN_
COME TAXES. DETROIT AS IT TURNED OUT WAS THE ONLY BRIGHT SPOT OF THE CONSTRUC-

TION II.IDUSTRY IN THE COUNTRY.

WIIEN ALL TESTS WERE OVER 1 ARRANGED TO BOARD I,IITH MRS CHANNAH }IINES, ONE OF

I'IOTHERIS COUSINS IN DETROIT AND REPORTED FOR WORK AT SMITH,HINCHMAN AND GYLS

A COMPETITOR OF ALBER I(AHN, ABOUT A WEEK BEFORE GMDUATION, THE PAY BEING $125.00
A MONTH, THE GOING RATE FOR YOUNG GRADUATES, I DID NOT ATTEND THE SCHEDULEI)

FESTIVITIES OF GMDUATION WEEK AND CA.t'18 TO ANN ARBOR ONLY TO RECEIVE I"IY DIPLOMA.
THE REASON FOR NOT ATTENDING ALL THE EVENTS OF THE WEEK WAS THAT I HAD ONLY ONE

SECOM-HAND BUSINESS SUIT FOR MY ENTIRE WARDROBE AND THAT WAS NOT APPROPRIATE
I,IEAR, BUT 0N GMDUATIoN DAY I WORE CARP AND GOr^tN AND THAT CoVERED A LOT 0F SINS.
I HAD NOT RECEIVED ANY /gAY YET BI.TT CHANNAH SAID THAT MY CREDIT WAS GOOD.

THE FAMILY OF MRS MINES CONSISTED OF SAI"1, A }IARRIED SON, NETTIE AN I,DIARRIED DAUGH-
TER, A SON WHO WAS KILLED IN ACTION, A SON PHILIP OF MY AGE AND A GOUNGER SON

MORRIS STILL IN SCHOOL AND ALt EXCETT SA}I LIVING AT HOME. I WAS TREATED LIKE A
MN,IBER OF THE FA}IILY, IMMEDIATELY FELT AT HOME AND BECAME LIKE A PAL I,IITH PI{ILIP
AND HIS FRI]ENDS.

}TRS MIMS,LIKE MRS FEINSOD 11{ MWARK,MVER GOT OVER THE LOSS OF HER SON. THE
MIMS APARTT"IENT WAS LOCATED ON WARREN ST IN THE OLDER RESIDEMIAL SECTION OF
DETROIT. AFTER ABOI.TT SIX MONTHS TTIE FAI"IILY MOVED TO A NEW SECTION KNOWN AS THE
EIGHT MILE LII'TIT, NEAR THE BEAUIFUL NEW LINCOLN AUTO LANT. DETROIT AT THIS
TItrE WAS A REAL ESTATE MANIS DREAI'I, FOR IN FM YEARS FRoM 19L5 T0 1920 TriE PoP-
ULATION HAD DOUBLED FROM 5001000 TO A I"IILLION r\ND IN THE NEXT TEN YEARS DOUBLED
AGAIN TO T!{O MILLION. AS A RESULT FORTUNES WERE MADE AND CF COURSE 11]E SARASOHNS
WERE ALSO IN THE SI{ru.

I WAS DOING WELL AT THE OFFICE ESPECIALLY BECAUSE OF THE EXTRA COURSES THAT I
TOOK IN THE DESIGN OF REINFORCED CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION I^IHIC!i I^JAS NOW IN VOGUE
BECAUSE OF THE I.IAR-TII'IE LACK OF STEEL. I liAS T"IORE KNOWLEDGEABLE IN THIS FIELD
IN THIS FIELD THAN GRADUATED ENGIMERS WITH FIFTEEN OR TWENTY PRACTICAL EXPERI.
ENCE, AS A I'IATTER OF FACT THEY CA},18 TO ME FOR ADVICE IN DESIGN PROBLEMS IN THEIR
ARES. AFTER WORKING ABOUT FOUR I'IONTHS I ASKED THE ASSISTANT CHIEF ENGIMER FOR
A RAISE AND iIE ADVISED }IE TO HAIT A FEW I'IONTIIS AND THAT HE WAS SURE THAT BY
YEARS END SOMETHING WOULD BE I'IA}IAGED. IT WAS ABOUT CHRIST!,IAS TIME I.IHILE OUT TO
LT'I{CH WITH SOME OF T1IE YOUNG ENGINEERS WHO I{ERE IN I'IY CLASS IN SCHOOL AND HAD
STARTED I^IORK AT THE SA}IE TIME THAT I HAD, ONE IMDVERTANTLY LET SLIP THAT HE HAD
RECETVED A $25.00 A MONTH MISE WHEN Hf, THREATENED T0 QUIT UNLESS HE RECEMD
SAI'18. I HIT T}IE CEILING AND I{HILE STILL ON MY LUNCH PERIOD I WENT TO LOCKWOOD
GREEN ENGIMERS,AN IMERNA?IOML FIRM, WHO HAD JUST OPENED AN OFFICE IN DETROIT
AND ASKED TOR A JOB. I WAS IMERVIEWED BY THE CHIEF, [,IAS HIRED AT THE TOP
SALARY OF $2OO.OO A MONTH AND HAS TOLD TO REPORT FOR WORK IMI''EDIATELY AFTER THE
NEW YEAR. I TOLD MY BOSS AT S}IITH HINCHMAN THAT I WAS LEAVING AT YEAR END, HE
}IADE ALL KI}IDS OF OFFERS AND WAS EVEN I,ILLING TO MEET ANY OFFER THAT I HAD, BUT
NO SOAP. I STARTED WORK AT THE NEW OFFICE AT THE BEGINMNG OF JANUARY LgzO.
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I MANAGED A ?RETTY BUSY SCHEDULE, 48 HOUR WEEK AT THE OFFICE WITH AN OCCASIONTTL
OVERTTME TO }IEET A DATELINE. WEEKENDS HELPING OUT AT A SI'IALLER OFFICE NOT
ONLY FOR PAY BUT FOR THE PMCTICAL EXPERIENCE AND AT TIMES AFTER HOURS TO CHECK
THE PROGRESS ON THE BUILDING OF THE HOME OF JOHN F DODGE THAT SMITH, HINCHMAN
HAD PLANNED i\ND I{AS SUPERVISING THE C0NSTRUCTION WHICH WAS COSTING ABOUT TtiO
MILLION DOLI,ARS,

I DID NOT NEGLECT MY SOCIAT LIFE, I I,JAS INVITED TO JOIN A SOCIAL CLUB WHICH WAS
TORMED BY OI'NG UMTTACHED COLLEG GTADUATES. ATTENDBD TWO MEETINGS WHEN I FOUND
THAT THE CLIE WAS REALLY A FRONT FOR COMMUNISTS, SO IT WAS GOOD-BYE IN A HI]RRY.
I ATTENDED THE THEATRE AND CONCERTS GIVEN BY VISITING O?ERA STARS. BEING A GRAD.
ATE OF U OF M WAS AN OPEN DOOR 10 ALMOST ANY:THING SINCE MICHIGANDERS TOOK A
SPECIAL PB,IDE IN THEIR UMVERSITY. THERE I,IAS LITTLE OR NO ANTI-SEMITISI"I NOTICE-
ABLE.

AT THE BEGINNING OF SUNI}IER OF ]-920 I HAD A 1'"ISIT FROM KERBER WHO WAS ON HIS WAY
HOME AFTER AI.MOST A TEAR OF ROA}IING AROUND AFTER DIFFEREM JOBS AND HAD NOW DECIDED
TO RETURN TO MICHIGAN IN THE FALL FOR ANOTI{ER YEAR IN FORESTRY SCHOOL A}D OBTAIN
A MASTERS DEGREE, HE WAS NOW RETI]RMNG HOME FOR THE SI]MMER. IT SUDDENLY DAWNED
ON ME THAT I WAS HEADED FOR PERMANEM RESIDENCY II\ DETBOIT BUT ON THE oTHER HAND
ATHAT AFTER A FIVE YEAR ABSENCE THAT NOW BEING SELF-SUP?ORTING I HAD AN OBLIGA-
TTON TO RETURN HOME GIVE THETU THE BENEFIT OF MY EARNTNG POI.TER ANo HELP THEI.{ IN
ANY WAY POSSIBLE. I GA\TE NOTICE TO T}IE CHIEF ENGINEER AT ?HE OFFICE THAT I WAS
RESIGMNG AND WAS STAYING LONG ENOUGH TO SET l]P MY END OF THE BIIILDING DESIGN THATI WAS WORKING ON SO THAT OTHERS COT]LD CONTINUE. I I.IAS TOLD llIAT IF I RE}TAINED ON
THE JOB FOR ABOUT ANOTHER MONTH OR SO UNTIL ALL PLANS WERE COI'IPLETED THE PARTICI]LAR
PROJECT THEY WOULD TRANSFER ME TO THE N Y CITY OFFICE AND EVEN PAY MY MOWNG D(-PENSE. I WAS VERY SORRY LATER FOR HAVING LEFT IN SUCH A HURRY BUT I I.IAS AFRAID
OF CHAN6OT MIND IF I HESITATED.

I RETI.IRMD TO NEHARK AND SINCE THE TOLKS WERE STILL LIYING ON THE FARM, I BECAME
A BORDER AT AUNT LEM'S, SHE ALWAYS HAD ROOM FOR CINE MORE. A JOB WAS NOH IMpERA-TIVE. rr 1'IAS QlrrrE A LET DOWN rN COMTNG FROM A PART OF THE COITNTRY THAT WAS BUSY
AND ON THE }IOVE TO THE OLD CONSERVATIVE EAST WHICH WAS STIIL IN A RECESSION.

IN NEW YORK CITY I KNOCKED ON THE DOORS OT MANY ARCIIITETTURAL ENGINEERING AND
COMRACTING OFTICES INQI.IIRING ABOUT OPENINGS. I TII{ALLY FOUND AN OUTTIT
WESTINGHOUSE CHURCH CONTRACTORS WHO WERE STARTING gU[ IN CIWLIAN WORK, AFTER
FILLING OUT AN APPLICATION I WAS USHERED INTO THE CHIEF ENGINEERS OFFICE TOR A
PERSONAL INTERVIEW. HE WAS PLEASED WITH I'IY CREDENTIALS AND WAS PARTTCI'LARLY HAPPY
WHEN HE LEARMD THAT MY FORMER BOSS IN DETROIT WAS A PERSOI{AL ERIEND. IT WAS TRI.
DAY AFTERNNON AND THE CHIEF WAS ON THE VERGE OF TELLING ME TO REPORT ON MONDAY FOR
WORK WHEN HE GI"A,NCED AT MY APPLICATION AND NOTED TTIAT I HAD MGLECTED TO STATE
WHAT CHT'RCH I ATTf,NDED, I TOLD THE NGINEER THAT I WAS JEWISH AND HE IT'IMEDIATELY
FROZE SAHING THAT HE I.IOULD PIACE THE APPLICATION ON TILE. I ROSE AND trOLD HIM TO
TEAR UP THE PPLICATION IN MY PRESENCE AND THAT NO I,AME ffiCUSE WAS NECESSARY AND
GAVE HIM A GI{AND GOOD-BYE. I RETURNED TO NEWARK AND FINALLY LOCATED A JOB WITH ArIR}I OF COMRACTORS AI{D ENGINEERS. THE JOB LASTED TILL DECE}IBER WHEN THE FIRM
I.IENT OUT OF BUSINESS BECAUSE OT THE LOSSES THAT THEY HAD ACCUMULATED IN THE CON-
TRACTING BUSINESS DIIRING THE I..TAR YEARS.
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I WAS IIARD PUT TO T'IND ANOTHER JOB SINCE THE ECONOMY AND THE BUILDING INDUSTRY

rN PARTTCULAR, Wm.E STrLL IN THE DoLDRiJI'iS THE YEAR ENID 0F 1920. oNE DAY r DRoP?ED

IN TO SEE MY GOOD FFIEND AND SPONSOR OF THE DRAWING SCHOOL DAYS }lR SHIRLEY, WHO

WAS NOW BUSIMSS T'IANGER TOR THE NEWARK BOARD OF EDUCATION. I TOLD HI}I ABOUT MY

PROBLEI"I A]lD HE CONTACTED THE NEHARK ARCHITECTURAL FIRI'I 0F GLITLBERT & BETIELE SPE'=

CIALISTS IN SCHOOL DESIGN AND WHO WERE ALO DOING PLANS FOR THE NEWARK BOARD OF

EDUCATION. I WAS HIRED. THIS TIRM OF ARCHITECTS BECAUSE OF THEIR NEW STYLE IN
PLANMNG FOR THE MOBN SCHOOL BUILDINGS WAS ONE OF THE OUTSTANDING FIRMS IN THE

COT'NTRY IN THIS FIELD, GI.TTLBERT WAS DEAD BUT J O BETTELE WAS VERY }IUCH ALIVE,
LECTURED ON SCHOOL PLANMNG AT COLI.]MBIA FOR CLASSES OF SCHOOL S['PERINTENDENTS,
WAS A NATM 0F DEIAI^IARE AND A FRIEND 0F THE du PONT FAI"IILY.

THE STATE OF DEIAWARE HAD ABOUT THE WORST RECORD FOR ITS ?OOR EDUCATION ?LANTS
SO THE du PONTS OFFERED TO MATCH THE STATE OF DELAWARE DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR THAT IT
I^IOULD SPEND ON NEI'I SCHOOL BUILDINGS. OF COURSE, JAMES O BETTELE I^IAS CO},OIISIONEI)
AS ARCHITECT FOR THE ENTIRE PROGMI"I. AS A RESULT OF THIS PUBLICITY ALSO THE .WIN-
NING OF A CO}IPETITION FOR SCHOOLS IN CONMCTICUT THEIR OFFICE BECAE ONE OF THE
BUSIEST ALONG TIIE EASTERN SEABOARD. THE FIRI'I WAS ALSO IIWITED AS CONSULTING
ARCHITECTS BY FIRIIS IN NEW YORK,PENNSYLVANIA AND NE[,I JERSEY WITII SCHOOL-BLIILDING
PLAN CO}MISSIONS.

AFTER A}IHILE THERE WAS A SHORT LI]LL IN BUSINESS AND I WAS LET GO AND GIVEN A
I{EEKS PAY TO LOOK FOR ANOTHR POSITION AS A FRAFTSMAN, AFTER A COUPLE OF DAYS I
CAME BACK TO THE OFFICE AND AKED MR BAI,JER THE CHIEF EMFTSMAN , WHO WAS ALSO A
I'1EX'IBER OF THE FIB}I, FOR PRINTS OF THE DRAWINGS THAT I HAD WORKED ON, TO PRESENT,
AS SAIVIPLES OT MY WORK. BAUER THEN DECIDED THltT HE WAS TOO RASH IN LETTING ME

GO AND WOULD I RETTIRN TO THE OLD DRAI,IING BOARD. I ACCEPTED, BUT I KNEW THAT
THE I'TAIN REASON FOR FIRING I'IE IN THE FIRST PI,ACE I,IAS THAT I WAS A JEW AIiD BAUER
WAN THE ONLY ONE IN THE FIR}T WHO WAS AMT-SEMITIC, I STAYED WITH THE FIRM FOR
AI,MOST THREE YEARS IJNTIL I SET UP MY OWN PMCTIVE,

BECAUSE OF THE CONTINI]:ING RECESSION IN THE BUILDING INDUSTRY TFJIS OFFICE WAS ABLE
TO BIPLOY SOME OF TTIE FINEST ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNEBS, ARTISTS AND READERS TO BE
FOU}ID AI\M'IHERE. THE OFFICE KEPT D(PANDING AND THE OLDER MEN WERE LIKE TACHERS
ALWAYS READY TO AD\ISE AND HELP THE YOIJNGER MEN. WE I.IERE JUST LIKE A GRET FBATER}i-
ITY AND I WAS LEARNING SO MUCH THAT I T.IOI,LD TIAVE I,IORKED FOR NO PAY JUST TO ASSOCI-
ATE WITH SUCH MEN OF }{ATIOI{AL REPUTATION.

IN THE BEGINNING OF 1921, IDA WHO NOW HAD TENIjRE IN THE MWARK SCHOOL SYSTEM AND
I DECIDED THAT IT I\,AS TIME TO BRING THE GOLKS BACK TO THE CITY SO THAT WE COULD
AGAIN BE A UNITED FAMILY. FIRST WE HAD TO FIND AN APARIIIIENT BUT THAT WAS LIKE
LOOKING FOR A NEEDLE IN A HAYSTACK. BECAUSE OF THE RESIDEMIAL CONSTBUCTION DURING
THE WAR YEARS T\ND NEW DMIAND THERE WERE FEW APARIUEI{TS AVAILABLE. APARTI'IENTS
ADVERTISESED FOR RENT STATED GEMILES FREFERRED. I^IE I^IERE REALLY STUI'IPED BUT ONE
DAY I FOUND AN AD IN THE PAPER SHICH SAID JEWS PREFERRED. IDA AND I RUSHED UP
rI{I'IEDTATELY AND T}lE APARII'IENT HAS SlX ROOMS rN A THREE STORY, THREE FAMILY }loDERN
BUILDILG OPPOSIT WEST SIDE PARK OWNER OCCUPIED, JUST I{EHAT WE I,IANTED. i,JE RENTED
THE APABIIIENT. WE SPENT ABOUT 4800.00 T0 COMPLETELY FURNISH THE APARII"IEM INCLUD-
Ii{G A IiAND-WINDING VICTROLA I.IITH RECORS. ARRANGE}IENTS WERE },IADE FOR I.IOVING THE
FOLKS I{[TH IDA AND I SHARING EXPENSE.
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THE YEARS 1930 ND 1921 WERE BAD FOR THE CITY OF NEI^JARK TROM IHE RACE STAND?OIM.
MI^IARK AS A VARIED INDUSTRIAL CITY HAD ALT'IAYS IIAD AN INDIGENOUS I'IELL INTIGRATED

NEGRO MINORITY BUT WITH THE ADVEM OF I.IAR AI'D EMPTET\G OF TriE FACTRORIES BY THE

DRAFT A GREAT NEED AROSE FOR HELP. AGENTS WERE DISPATCHED TO THE SOUTI-IERN COTTON

FIELDS FOR NEGRO HELP TO I^IORK IN THE A}IMI'NITION PLAMS AND THEY CA}IE BY TRAIN
LOAD. WITH THE END OF TTIE WAR AND THE SLOW CHANGE OVER TO CIWLIAN ECONOMY, THE

VETERANS RETURMD TO THEIR HOMES AND FORI'IER JOBS. THIS LEFT THE IMPORTED HELP

OUT IN TTIE COLD FOR WORK AND NO PLACE TO GO, TTIE RESULT WAS RACE RIOTS.

THE JEWISH PUPI.JI,ATION STILL LIVING IN THE OLD CORE OF THE CITY HAD TO WITHSTAND
TI"IE PUSH OF THE NEWCOMERS. IF TTIIS WASM ENOUGH THE JEWS IN PARTICULAR WERE ON

THE RECEIVING END OF A NEW DANGER, THE KU KI.JIX KLAN. THIS ORGT\I}{IZATION WHILE
ON THE FACE OF THINGS I^IAS ALSO ANTI-CAHTOLIC AND ANTI-NEGRO, AS USUAL FOUND ITS
I'IAIN THRUST AGAINST THE JEI,IS. THE KLAN FOUI\D FERTILE GROUND IN THE EASTERN PART

OF THE COUNTRY AND BETORE LONG ELECT SOME KLAN MBIBERS TO STATE AND NATIONAL
OFFICE. THE KLAN SPOUTED THE OLD SHOPWORN TIREADES ABOU THE JEWS HAVING A MONOP-

OLY OF THE BANKS, }IONEY, WERE COMMUNITS, ETC. NOT STRANGELY ENOUGH THE HEAD-

QUARTERS OF THE KLAN IN THE NORTHEAST }IAS CENTERED IN MO}&IOUTH COUNTY OF NEW JERSEY
AND THEIR RAVINGS E(IST EVEN TO T1IIS DAY,AS WITNESS THE SA}18 PUBLIC STATE}IENTS
MATE RECENTLY BY.,GEMML GEORGE S BROWN CHAIRI"IAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF THE ARMED

FoRCES, THE HIGHEST OFFICER IN THE I'IILITARY ESTABLISTMENT WHo HAILS FRoM I10N-
}IOUTH COUNTY. THE TR,ESIDENT OF TI]E U S GAVE BROWI'] A SLAP ON THE I{RITST FOR I'IAK.
ING SUCH STATEMEMS IN PUBLIC. TIIE SOUTH HAS ALHAYS HAD A HISTORY OF ANTI-SBIITISM
SUCH AS LYNGCHING OF JEWS ON TRI,}IPED UP CHARES AND ELECTING BILBO TO THE U S

SENATE SOLEYLY ON THEIR RECORD OF AMI-SE}IITIMS. I.IHILE IT }IAY SEEI'I THAT I AM TIARP-
ING TOO I.,UCH ON THE STIBJECT.OF ANTI-SEMITISI'{ I CANNOT HELP TOO STRONGLEY TO IMPRESS
ON I'IY CHILDREN AND YOUR CHILDREN OF THE LATE}{T BIGOTRY THAT IS PART OF CHRISTIAMTY
FOR WE CANNOT BE FORGEIVEN FOR THE FACT THAT CHRIST WAS BORN A JEH I\ND DIED A JET{.

HOW SAFE WE MAY NOW FEEL HISTORY HAS PROVEN TIItiE AND TIME AGAIN THAT A }IOLOCAUST
CAN HAPPEN HERE TOO.

I.IITH THE FAI'IILY UNTTED AGAIN IN THE CITY WHICH HAD BEEN SO }IUCH A PART OF OUR LIVES
WE QUICKIY TICKED UB OUR FORMER TIES TO FRIENDS AND REI,ATIVES. FAT?IER FOUND A JOB
AS A MASHGIEACH OR SUERVISOR IN A SLAGHTER HOUSE CATERIN TO KOSHER JEWISH BUTCHERS.
A JOB THAT }iE WAS ABLY FITTED FOR AND RELISHED HIS DUTY TO SEE THAT THE STEERS
I^IERE PROPBLY SLAUGHTERED. ON EDAI'IINATION OF ALL CARCASSES TO SEE THAT THEY WERE

FREE OF ANY DISEASE AND THAT ALL PAR.TS Ai\D WORK COMPLIED WITH ALL RULES AND REGULA-
TIONS OF THE DIETARY LAWS. I^IHEN THE THE SIDES OF BEET WERE APTROVED BY HII'I, HE
STA}IPED THMI WITH A SPECIAL INDELIBLE VEGETABLE DYE STAI"IP AND THEN ONLY WERE THEY
SOLD TO THE KOSHER BUTCHERS. FATIIER KEPT THAT JOB FOR TI^IEMY YEARS UNTIL HIS
FINAL ILLNESS. FATHER CONTINUED HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH THE ''CHEVRAH THILIM'' SYNAGOGUE
A CONGREGATION HE HELPED FOUND. HE ACTED AS READER OF THE TORAH AT ALL SERV'ICES
AND AS ONE OF THE FEI,I OITSTANDING TALT,IUDIC SCHOLARS HE BECAI'IE T}I TEACHER OR LEADER
OF THE GRO1JP IN THE STUDY AND DISCUSSION OF COMMENTARIES OF TTIE TALtr-IUD" THE CONGRE-
GATION UNTIL NOW DID NOT HAVE A FORMAL MBBI. 8O THE I'IET'IBERS INSISTED THAT FATHER
APPLY TO THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR PAPERS OR LICENSE DESIGNATING HIM AS MBBI OR
REVEREND OF THE CONGREGATION. THE STATE LICENSE CI$'JE THROUGH AND HE WAS OFFICIALLY
PER}'IITTED TO PERFOR}I ALL FI'NCTIONS OF A FULLY ORDAINED RABBI. HE NEVER KE?T ANy
FEES FOR IIIS PERSONAL USE, }IHEN HE OFFICIATED AT WEDDINGS, USUALLY RETURNING SAME
AS A GIFT TO THE NEW COUPLE OR GIVING THEM TO A DESERVING CHARITY.
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AFTER A COUPLE OF YEARS THE FOLKS BOUGHT A TITREE FA}IILY DI'IELLING ON HUNTERDON ST

A BETTER MIGHBORHOOD TFIAN THE OLD TH]RD WARD IN THE CORE OF THE CITY.

}IINNIE UPON HER RETURN TO MWARK DECIDED NOT TO COMPLETE HER HIGH SCHOOL EDUCA-

TION, ALTHOUG}I SHE ONIY MEDED A TERM FOR A DIPLOMA. SHE PREFERRED BUSINESS IN-
STEAD. IDA WHO HAD A SLOW SCHOOL START QTIICKTY HAD A CHANGE OF HEART AS NOTED

BEFORE AND GAVE ME A RT]N FOR MY MONEY TO KEEP UP I'IITH HER. WITH HARLX AND URGING

rROM THE PAREANTS SHE BECAI'IE A STUDENT OF THE FREE HEBREW SCHOOL, THAT IS AFTER

REGUIAR PUBLIC SCHOOL HOURS AND AN AVID READER AND SCHOLAR. AT THE AGE OF ABOUT

FIFTEEN WHILE STTILL IN HIGH SCHOOL SHE GOT A JOB TO TEACH HEBREW CLI\SSES WEEK-

ENS AT ONE OF THE CONSERVATIVE JERSEY CITY TE}IPLES.

I }OW DECIDED TAHT }IY LIFES WORK OR PROFESSION HAS TO BE AS AN ARCHITECT AND

EVEMUALLY IN BUSIMSS TOR MYSELF. ENGIMERING I{AS OUT BECAUSE EI'IPLO]TIENT IN THE

FIELD MEAI{T I^JORKING FOR A I.ARGE FIRM AhD NEVEVER tsEING SURE OF A JOB. CONSTRUCTION

I.IAS ALSO OUT BECAUSE I LACKED THE FI}{ANCIAL BACKING. HAVING BEEN AHAY FOR FIVE
YEARS I KI\EW THAT STARTING OUT FOR },IYSELF hiOI-TtD BE TOUGH SLEDDING ANE I ALSO REAL-
IZED THAT I I{OT]LD NOT BE IN LINE FOR CO}IMISSIONS DESICNING SCHOOLS OR BANKS THE

THE WORK THAT I I.IAS DOING AT THE OFIC. I THEREFORE SPENT EVENING AND WEEK-EI\DS

DOING DRAFTING FOR I.I}IALLER OFFICES ON WORK TTiAT I WOULD MEET I.IITH WHEI{ I STARTED

ON MY OI{N. I GAIMD GOOD D(PERIENCE. IN PRE?ARATION I JOINED VARIOUS ORGAMZATIONS
JUST TO IIEET pEOpLE, ESPECIALLY THE WORKIIEN'S CIRCLE TO WHICH }IOST OF THE JEI^IISH
CoMRACT0RS AND DEVEL0PERS BELoNGED, MY UNCLE MoISH MBINoWITZ I^JAS A BIG r.tHEEL HERE.
MIKE SR.{VITSKY INVITED I{E TO BECOME A DIRECTOR IN A BIIILDING &'LOAN ASSN THAT HE

AND SOME FRIENDS WERE STARTING.

I SPENT I'lY VACATION IN L922 BY TAKING A TRIP TO ANN ARBOR AND DETROIT IN ORDER TO
OBTAIN RECORDS OF MY SCHOOLING AND DATA FROM THE ENGINEERING FIR}IS IN DETROIT THAT
I HAD WORKED WITH, TESTIFENG TO MY EI'IPLOYMENT WLL TO BE ATTACHED TO MY APPLICATION
TO THE REGISIRATION BOARD FOR A LICENSE TO PMCTICE ARCHITECTURE IN THE STATE OF
NEW JERSEY.

THE RI.]LES OT THE LICESING BOARD STATED THAT IF AN APPLICAM WAS A GMDUATE OF AN
APPROVED SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE AND PRESENTED EVIDENCE OF COT'IPETENCY IN ALL PHASES
OF THE PROFESSION THE BOARD COTJLD IN ITS DISCRETION GRANT A LICENSE I^IITHOUT THE
APPLICANT TAKING THE REQ1IIRED THREE DAY EilMII,IATION. A WONDERFUL LETTER OT RECOM-
MENDATION TROI'I MY BOSS J O BETEIJ,E WHO AT THAT TIME WAS THE LEADING ARHITECT OF THE
STATE AND PRESIDENT OF THE A I A HELPED AND I WAS DULY LICENSED ?O PRACTICE ARCHI.
TECTURE I}1 TIIE STATE OT NEI.I JERSEY. SEVERAL YEARS LATER I WAS ALSO LISCENSED BY
THE REGENTS OF N Y STATE.

I }CIW REACHED THE RIPE OLD AGE OF TI.IEMY-SIX PLUS AND T}iE FOLKS I^IERE GETTING
WORRIED ABOUT MY SINGLE STATUS, I WAS IWITED BY BEA HAILPEEN AN AUIff OF LEAH BY
MARRIAGE TO MEET HER MECE LEAh HAILPERIN. I KNEW BEA HAILPERIN WTiEN HER NAME
WAS STAVITSKY AND WAS A CLASSMATE OF MINE IN GRAI"II''ER SCHOOL AND ALSO HAPPENED TO
BE A SISTER OE.MIJ(E STAIITSKY WHO WAS I'IY ONE TII',E TUIOR. t'{ I'IET LEA[] r\ND AFTER
SO}IE DATING AND HARD THINKING ON MY PART I DECIDED TO ASK LEAH FOR HER HAND IN
I'IARRIAGE, SHE TOLD ME IIUCH LATER THAT THE ONLY REASON SHE ACCEPTED 1.IAS THAT SIIE
HAD PITTY ON ME AND I I^TAS TTiE IIO}IELIST MAN THAT SHE EVER MET. THE HAILPERINS WERE
A WELL KNOI^IN AND RESPECTED FAMILY IN THE JEWISH COI'OIUMTY OF NEWARK, HER FATHER
WA A SHOCHET, HER GRANFATTiER WAS THE CHIEG RABBI IN NEWARK AND THO UNCLES ALSO
WERE RABBIS. THE FOLKS hiERE MTURALLY PLEASED I.{ITH MY CHOICE AND A FORIIAL ENGACE-
MENT PARTY HELD. THE PARTY I.IAS ALI{OST LIKE A WEDDING AFFAIR.
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BY THE END OF T922 T TIAD DECIDED TO GIVE UP MY JOB Ai\D TO OPEN MY OWN OTFICE FOR

THE TRACTICE OF ARCHITECTI,]RE. I FELT THAT I I{OULD I{AVE A BETTER CHANCE FOR SUCCESS

IN A SIIBURB LIKE BLOOI,IFIELD I{HICH WAS CENTER OF A CLUSTER OF TOWNS AND CITIES
LIKE MONTCLAIR, VERONA, NUTLEY, ETC AND I COULD TAKE ADVAMAGE OF A NEW BUTLDING
BOO}1 AND THAT I,IOULD SPREAD TO THE SUBURBS OF MWARK. I INTENDED TO BECOI'IE PART OF

THE COI'II*ITJNITY INSTEAD OF BEING LOST IN TI{E BIG CITY. I OIIiNED AN OFFICE IN BLOOM-

FIELD CENTER BUT SOON LEARNED T}IAT I ilAD I'IADE A MISTAKE AND WHILE }IANY OF THE MER-

CHANTS I,IERE JEI,IISH THEY ALMDY HAD THEIR PROFESSIONAL COMACTS IN NEWARK. AS FAR
AS TFIE CITY OF BLOOMFIELD WAS CONCERNED I JUST DID NOT ATTEND THE RIGHT CHURCH.

AFTER ABOUT trIVE MONTHS OF KNOCKING AT DOORS OF BUSINESS AI\D REAL ESTATE OFFICES
AND LETTING THEM KNOI.i THAT I WAS AVAILABE I HAD TO GIVE UP AND RETURN TO THE BIG
CITY. NEWARK AS TTIE LARGEST IN NEW JERSEY WAS THE CINANCEIAL CENTER OF THE S?AT],,
IT WAS ALSO THE HO}IE OF THE PRUDENTIAL AND OTHER INSI"'RANCE COI'IPAMES AND THE HI.E OF
MANy INDUSTRIES.

I STARTED LOOKING FOR AN OFFICE AND BECAUSE OF THE RETURN TO NORMAL AND THE UNDER-
BUILDING DURING THE WAR, OFFICE SPACE I.IAS AT A PREMITJ}I. I HAD TO FILE AN APSLICA-
TION TO Bf, PUT ON A WAITING LIST TOR SPACE IN THE FIRST CLASS OFFICE BI.ITLDING, ALSO
GIVE THE }IAME OF THE CHURCH THAT I ATTENDED. I FIMLLY FOUND SPACE IN ONE OF THE
SMALLER BI.IILDINGS IN THE CENTER OF THE CITY AND TilIt\'G OUT }IY SHINGLE.

IDA HELPED IN }IY GETTING ESTABLISHED BY INTRODUCING ME TO ALL HER FRIENDS, I HAD
LOST ALL MY COMACTS BECAUSE OF FIVE YEAR ABSENCE. IDA WAS VERY ACTIVE IN THE
ZIOMST MOVEMENT, THE HADASSAH AND I MET MANY OF THE YOUNG PROFESSIONALS STARTING
OUT. I MADE USE OF HER MANY FRIENDS. THE BUTLDING BOOM I.JAS FINAILY GETTING START-
ED AS MA}{Y OT THE BOYS WHO RETURNED FROM WAR, MARR]ED, NEEDED HOMES OR APARTI'{ENTS,
THEY WERE CERTAINLY NOT SATISFIED WITH THE OLD RAILROAD TENEI'IEMS AND SO BI.]:ILDERS
AND DEVEI,OPERS STEPPED IN TO SATISFY THE DEI'IAM FOR ALL CLASSES OF BUILDING. THE
ffiPANSION OF MWARK INTO THE LYONS FARMS AND WTIAT LATER WAS TO BE KNOWN AS THE
WEEQUAHIC SECTION BEGAN ALONG I{ITH THE RESIDEMIAL AREAS BUSINESS BIIILDINGS NEEDED
TO SERVE THE AREA. I GOT MY SHARE OF THE BUSINESS. ABOUT THIS TIME LEAHIS FOLKS
DECIDED THAT THE YEARTS ENGAGEFIENT HAD LASTED LONG ENOUGH A}ID THAT A HEDDING WAS IN
ORDER. A CATE WAS SET FOR JU}IE 6, L923 A WEDNESDAY.

TIjE I^IEDDIING WAS HELD IN SCTIARY IiIANOR ON H GH ST, NEI{ARK. THE SCHARY'S WERE THE
PAREMS 0F D0RE SCHARY WI'i0 WAS LATER TO MAKE A lrr\LlE FOR HII'ISELF IN HOLLYWOOD, BUT
AT THIS TIME WAS BUSY I^IRITING AND HELP PRODUCING FOR THE ${TIA THEATRE GROUP. IT
TOOK FOUR RABBIS TO TIE THE KNOW PROPERLY.

IT SEE}IS THAT YOT'NG PEOPLE CERTAINLY HAVE A LOT OF CONFIDENCE IN THEMSELVES FOR
AFTER PROVIDING FOR MY END OF THE WEDDING, }IY CLOTHES AND A HONE1HOON IN ATLAMIC
TIY AND TfiO MONTS OFFICE RENT MY BANK ACCOUI{I' WAS CO}IPLETELY BARE. THAT SITUATION
DIDNT SEE}I TO BOTHER I,IE TOO I"IUCH AND AS TII"IE I'IEI{T ON I KEPT DOING BETTER AND DIDNT
STARVE. IN JUNE 1924 RUTH I,IAS BORN AND MII'II &'I},IE AT EI\D OF 1925" MT PRACTIUE AT
THIS fiME WAS IN ALL FIELDS, RESIDEMIAL, COT,IMERCIAL AND SOME INDUSTRIAL, FOLLOW-
ING TATHERS TEACHING I ESTABLISHED A REPUTATION FOR HONESTY AND FAIR DEALING ALTHOUGH
THAT DIDNT ALWAYS PAY DI\IDENDS AS THE THEORY OF BUYER BEHARE STILL HELD SWAY,
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I ALSO MADE IT MY BUSINESS TO HAVE A THOR0irGli KNOWLEDGE OF TIIE ZONING AND ALL

CITY,COUNTY AND STATE CODES TI-iAT WERE APPLICABLE AND COULD TALK THE LANGUAGE

OF THE PEOPLE WHO HAD TO ENFORCE THE VARIOUS CODES, AS A RESULT I GAINED I
GAINED THE CONFIDENCE AND GOOD WILL OF THE EX.A}'IINERS AND INSPECTORS. ABOUT

THIS TIME I RECEIVED THE CO}IMISSION TO DESIG}] TI{E NEW WORK}IEN'S CIRCLE CLI.E

HOUSE, QUITE A FEATHER IN THE CAP OF A YOUNG ARCHITECT.

I REMAINED A ONE MAN OUTFIT UNTIL 1927 WHEN A CONIBACTOR FRIEND OF }IINE AND

NATHAN SIEGLER A LITTLE OLDER ARCHITECT, WTIO HAD AN ORGANIZATION, SUGGESTED

THAT WITH MY BACKGROUM AND SIEGLERS BUSINESS ABILITY AND FA},IILY CONNECTIONS

THAT WE WOTJLD MAKE A GOOD PARTNERSHIP. MTHANIS BROTHERS HERE LAWYERS, HAD A

LOT OF BUSINESS AND POLITICAL CONNECTINS AND HIS OLDER BROTHER JOE RECEIVED
AN APPOI}M{EM BY THE GOVERNOR AS A JI.]DGE IN ESSD( COUNTY. AFTER DUE CONSID.
ERATION THE FIRM OF SIEGLER AND GREENBERG WAS FORMED WITH MYSELF IN CHARGE OF

ALL OTFICE WORK AND NAT TO TAKE CARE OF ALL OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES INCLUDING
GETTING BUSINESS. THE OFFICE WAS GETTING STATIJRE lli THE COMI'IUNITY, WE DID
WELL ENOUGH IN MEETING ALL OBLIGATIONS.

MINNIE I.IAS MARRIED IN THE LATE TWENTIES TO MICI{AEL SILVER}IAN AND IDA }IARRIEI)

CHARIES COWAN IN TTIE EARLY TI-]IRTIES, LIFE COMINUED ON AN EVIN KEEL.

I,IITH THE TWO DAUGHTERS OUTGRO'JING THE BABY STI\GE A HOIIE OF I'lY OI^IN Wr\S NOl'{ IN
ORDER AND IN JUNE ].929 I MOVED INTO MY OWN ONE FAMILY DWELLING LOCATED ON

GRIJMMAN AVE, A NICE MIDDLE CLASS RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD. THE HOUSE IN THE

MAIN CONSISTED OF SIX R0OMS, SUN PARLOR, tXPrlliSl0N ATTIC' TI{0 Cr\R GAMGE AND

I.IAS ONE YEAR OLD. WE BECAME GOOD FRIIiNDS WITH OUR MIGHBORS HHO WERE GENEMLLY
IN OUR AGE GROUP. THEN THAT FALL THE ROOF FELL IN, FIRST THE STOCK MARKET

CRASH IN OCTOBER 1929, THEN THE BUf,LDING INDUSTRY ALWAYS THE FIRST TO FEEL A

RECESSION AND OUR DEVELOPMENT CLIENTS GOING BANKRUPT ALL AROUND US WITH THEI'I
OWING OUR TEES. CONDITIONS WERE GETTING WORSE BY THE DAY AND I'IY PARTNERS
AND I FOOLISHLY TOOK THE ADVICE OF PRESIDENT HOOVER THAT GOOD TI}IES WERE

AROUND THE CORNER AND KEPT OUR ORGAMZATION INTACT FOR THAT GOLDEN CORNER.

THAT IMPROVEI'IENT NEVER CA!18 AI\D OUR MONEY FINALLY GAE OUT. THINGS C0NTINIJiI)
TO WORSEN, THE RECESSION I,IAS REALLY IN FIJLL FORCE, SEVERAL OF OUR CLIENTS
EVEN COr'ft,trrTED SinCIDE. AT THE BEGTNMNG 0F 1932 r DECIDED TO CALL rT QUrTS
AND SEVERED THE PARTNERSHIP OF SIEGLER AND GREENBERG SINCE THERE WAS NO BUSI-
NESS AMWAY AND THEREFORE NO REASON FOR MAINTAINING AN OFFICE AND OVERHEAD.
THERE WAS NO WAY TO PAY FOR E(PENSES. THE GREAT DE?RESSION I.IAS IN FULL SWING
AND HOOVER IN HIS RE.ELECTION SPEECH GIVEN IN NEWAhK IN TIIE TALL OF 1932 NO

SAID THAT UNLESS HE WAS RE-ELECTED GRASS WOIJLD GROS IN THE STREETS OF MAUFAC.
TURING CIfiES LIKE MWARK.

FMNKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT T'IAS ELECTED PBSIDENT IN NOVEMBER 1952 AND HIS VOICE
GAVE US HOPE THAT I.IE MIGHT LIFT US OUT OF OUR DESPAIR, THME IS NO NEED TO
GO INTO DETAILS OF OUR TXISTENCE IN THE GREATES OT DEPRESSIONS OR TIiE LACK OF
EVEN THE BASIC NECESSITIES OF LIFE BECAUSE I I,IAS TOO PROUD TO ASK FOR HELP,
I^IAS ABLE TO HANG ON TO TI{E HOUSE EVEN THOUGII I WAS BEHIM TI,IO YEARS IN THE
PAY}IENT OF TAXES AND INTEREST ON THE MORTGAGE AND FINALLY I COTJLD NOT STAVE

8fifirfi8$Ift8frTE,t}"+gflgEB.n $ilolHgrr$ffi 3f,,r#i*Hfi.'fiExtt,Sil,Li*il*,fffi13,
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WE UNDERTOOK THE MEASURE AND MADE A RECORD OT ALL PUBLIC BI.IILDINGS IN THE CITY. I
QUALIFIED TOR A JOB AS A DRAFTSMAN, !{ORKING THREE DAYS A WEEX TOR EIGHTEEN DOLLARS,

THAT AT TROVIDED GROCERIES FOR THE FAMILY. NOW AhD AGAIN I STARTED TO RECEIVE IN-
QUIRIES IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR FOR PLANS IN CONSTRUCTION FIELD. ONE CALL THAT I
I1iIU AT,WAYS REMEI,IBER WAS TO GO TO MONTICELLO, N Y RIGHT AFTER NEW YEARS DAY 1934
TO I{EASURE AND PREPARE PLANS FOR THE ALTERATION OF A HOTEL. IT WAS THE COLDEST

WINTER EVER I"'ITH THE TEMPERATT]RE IN MI^IARK READING FOURTEEN BELOW AND IN MONTICELLO
FALLSBLBG AREA REACHING FORTY BELOW. GOING UT' BY TBAIN AND LOOKING OUT OF THE

WINDOW ONE COI]LD SEE THAT THE HUDSON RIVER WAS TROZEN SOLID AND AUTOS CROSSING
FROI,I N Y TO N J OVER THE ICE. I,AKE KIAI'TESHA ACROSS FROM THE HOTEL I.'AS FROZEN WITH
AUTOS OF THE SPECTATORS WATCHING A HOCKE GAME PARKED ON THE ICE.

BEGINMNG WITTI 1935 I WAS ABLE TO SCROUNGE ENOUGH WORK SO THAT I COULD HAVE FEDEML
OR STATE MADE WORK PROJECTS. I NOW RECEIVED A FEDERAL HO}IE LOAN ON MY HOUSE IN
THE AMOUNT SUFFICIEM TO COVER THE MORTGAGE AND ALL OUTSTAI\DING LIENS OR CLAIMS.
THE TOAL AI'IOUNT OF THE NEW MORTGAGE ADDED UP TO ONLY ONE-I"iALF OF WHAT THE HOUSE

ORIGINALLY COST BUT THE NEW }IONTTILY PAYMENTS WERE STILL BEYOND MY EARNING CAPACITY,
I FINALLY MADE A DEAL WITTI THE HOME LOAN ADMINSTRATION THAT I WOLILD SIGN OVER THE
DEED TO THE PROPERTY IF THEY WOULD RELEASE ME TRO},I THE }IORTGAGE BOND. TIIEY ACCEPTED
THE OFFER AND IN SEPTEMBER 1938 I RENTED A FIVE ROOM AND SUN PARLOR APARI}IENT IN A
T-1^IO FAMILY DHELLING AT 133 LEHIGH AVE, NEWARK.

I{E WERE CRAWLING OUT OF THE DEPRESSION AND I WAS STOWLY RECOVERING AND BEGINNING TO

EARN ENOUGH FOR SUPPORT OF THE TAMILY AND MAKE SOME PAYMENTS ON THE ACCT}IULATED
DEBTS. IN 1939 I REMED A SMALL OFFICE IN THE SI.IITE OT A LAWYER FRIEND, ABE ALAIDI,
IN THE CHAMBER OF COMMBRCE BIITLDING AND LIFE I'IAS RETURNING TO NORMAL. THE GIRLS
GRADUATED GRAMMAR SCI]OOL AND WERE NOW IN HIGH SCT.IOOL. NEWARK AND VICINITY ALWAYS
HAD A L\RGE NI.MBER OF GER}IANS OR PEOPLE OF GER}IAN LESCENT AND 

''IITH 
THE TAKEOVER OF

GERMAM BY HITLER AND HIS MZIS, THE GERMAN ETHNICS CAME OUT OF THE WAINSCOT.
THIS GROUP FORMED THE GERMAN BUND, APED THEIR COUNTERPARTS IN GERMAM, FORMED THEM-
SELVES INTO SM{I MILITARY COMPANIES AND SPOUTED THE \AZI HA]RED OF THE JEWS. WITH
THEIR HEIL HITLERS REALLY BECAME A THREAT TO THE JEI.IISH COM}1U1.IITY. FORTUNATELY
THERE I,JERE ENOUGH YOUNG AI\D ALE JEWS AROUM };HOE I.IERE ABLE TO I'IAKE IT UNHEALTHY FOR
THE NAZIS. THE }IAZIS WERE FORCED FROI'{ ESSEX COIJNTY AND INTO BERGEN COUTY AWAY
FROM THE CEI\ITER OF PUPULATION AND INTO CAMPS FOR THEIR TMINING. AS IT TTIRNED
OUT THIS: I{AS JUST ABOUT TFIE TIME WHEN WAR E}-]TRY I.JAS A POSSIBILTTY A}ID THE FBI TOOK
OVER.

IN SEPTB'BER 1939 THE WAR CLOUDS BROKE AND HITLER ATTACHED POLAM. I WILL NOT GO

INTO DETAILS OF IIITLERIS ATROCITIES, THE DEATH CA}IPS, CRE}IATORIUI''S AND THE BEGIN.
MNG OF THE HOLCAUST HISTORY HAS ALREADY WELL DOCII}IENTED THEM. I''OT}IERIS THREE
SISTM. AI\D THEIR FAMILES II.J POLAND WEP.E OBLITERATED AND LOST FOREVER. TiIE PRESIDEM
AND THE U S LElqT ALL POSSIBLE AID TO THE ALLIES, IN THE FALL OF ]-940 ROOSEVELT RAN
FOR AN UMRECEDENTED TI{IRD TER},I AND WAS ELECTED IN SPITE OF }IANY WHO I^JERE AGAINST
HIM BECAUSE, AS THEY SAID, HE WAS LEADING US INTO A JEW-WAR.

SELELECMVE SERVICE LASWS WERE ENACTED AND I HAD TO REGISTER BECAUSE I WAS STILL SHY
OF THE FORTY-FIVE HEAR CIN-OFF DAY, BUT LITTLE CHANCE OF BEING CALLED FOR ACTIVE
DUTY. AS THE GIRLS hERE GROWING INTO YOUNG LADIES AND WITH TIME ON LEAH'S IiANDS I
MADE HER DO VOLUMEER WORK WITH THE DRAFT BOARD OR ANY hIORTH I,JHILE ?ROJECT THAT NEED-
ED HAI\DS. I.TE IIERE FI}I{ALLY FORCED INTO THE WAR IN DECEMBER 7, 1941 OI{ THAT DAY OF
INFAMY AND NOW A REAL CHANGE-OVER TO A WAR EFFORT CI{LY.
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RUTH GRADUATED TROI'{ HIGH SCHOOL AND WAS AT{XIOUS TO GO TO COLLEGE. AS MUCH AS I
WOTTI.D HAVE LIKED TO HAVE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY SINC.b SHE WAS COLLEGE MATERIAL,
JUST DID N'OT HAVE THE FINANCIAL }IEANS, SHE GOT A JOB I.IITH THE PRUDENTIAL INSLB.
ANCE CO, ONLY BECAUSE THERE WAS A SCARCITY OF HEL AM) THE JEWISH QUOTA SYSTEM
HAD TO BE IGNORED. SIX MONTHS LATffi. MIMI I^/AS GRADUATED. SF.E HAD HOPED TO STI.]DY
MEDICINE, BUT THE SAI.JE TINANCIAL SITUATION PREVENTED Hffi BOM REACHING i{ER
COAL. SHE TOO WENT TO WORK FOR THE PRUDENTIAL. THIS EMPLO}TIENT WAS DOUBLY UN-
USUAL NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF TI.IE JEWISH BACKGROUI.D, BUT THEY WERE OT THE SAME FAMILY.

BOTH GIRLS I.IERE BORED WITH T}iE CLERICAL I"JORK, I'IIMI AS SOON AS HM, AGE PERMITTED
JOINED THE NURSES TRAINING SCHOOL AT TI{E BETH ISRi\EL HOSPITAL. RUTH AS SOON AS
SHE TURMD TWENTY ENLISTED IN THE WAVES IN SPITE OF SOI'{E OBJECTIONS THAT SI.IE HAD
NO OBLIGATION TO JOIN THE ARMED TORCES.

RU?H RECEIYED HER BASIC TRAINING AT HUNTM COLLEGE IN NEW YORK CITY AND AS A RE-
ST]LT OF TESTS STiOWING AN ABILITY IN MATH AND ACIENCE SHE WAS SHIPPED TO VERO
BEACH, FLORIDA. THIS NAV,AL STATION WAS WHERE NAVY FLYING OFFICTRS WERE TRAINED
IN NIGHT FLYING BY RADAR GUIDANCE WHICH WAS A NEW DEVELOPMEN,T. T}IE WAVES WERE
USED TO MAN THE DIRECTIONAL TOWERS. WHEN RUTH GOT THE ASSIGM{ENT SHE WAS VERY
I.IUCH UTSET FOR SHE HAD NEVER BEEN AWAY FBOI'{ HO}IE. IN TII"IE SHE GOT TO. LIKE THE
DUTYI RECEIVED A RATING AND EVEN TOOK SOME JOY RIDES IN THE. PLANES.

MIMI DID WELL IN THE TR.AINING IE.OGRAM AND WHEN THE BETH ISRAEL HOSPITAL SIGNED
WITH THE GOVERM{EI{T, I{AS TRANSFMRED CORPS AND PUT INTO I.]NIFORM, THE BETH REALLY
GOT A BREAK BECAUSE THE GOVTts.NMENT PAID THEM FOR ALL TRAINING MPENSES AND PAY TO
THE STIJDENTS.

LEAH TOOK A VOLUMEER JOB I{ITH THE OPA AND WAS QUICKLY INDUCED TO JOIN THE FEDERAL
CIWL SMVICE AND MAKE THE JOB PER}IANENT. WITH CIVILIAN WORK OTITLAWED I EI'{DED UP
DOING INDUSTRIAL WORK FOR OUTFITS HOi,DING ].IAR CONTRACTS.

i1T THE OPA OFFICE LEAI{ l{AS IN CHI\RGE 0F GAS ALLOI'IENT STAMpS AND RATIoNING AT
WHIr CH SHE DID AN OUTSTANDING JOB. SHE DECIDED T0 VISIT bAUCgtrn RUTH IN FLORIDA
TO SEE FOR HERSELF THAT EVERYTHING WAS O. K. U}ON RETURNING FROM HER VISIT THE
CHIEF OF THE OFFICE INFORMED LEAH THAT SHE HAD RECEIVED A PROMOTION, OR KICKED
UP-STAIRS, THAT WAS ONLY THAT SHE WAS TOO SINCBE IN Hm, WORK AllD I^IOULD NoT pLAy
POLITICS.

LEAH RESIGNED HER JOB A}ID WENT TO WORK TOR THE NAVY IN THE NEI,IARK OFFICE OF THE
NAVY PROCI]REMEM FACILITY. THIS WAS A BUSY OFFICE BECAUSE OF THE HEAVY CONCENTRA-
TION OF WAR CONTRACTORS I NORTH JMSEY. LEAH RB'IAINED AT THIS JOB UNTIL HER RETIRE
MENT IN 1964 ATTM TWENTY-TWO YEARS HITH FEDMAL CIVIL SMCIE.

MIMI TINISHED HER THREE YEAR TRAINING COURSE, WAS CERTIFIED A A REGISTERED NURSE
AND JOINED THE STAFF OF THE BETH THE WAR NOH BEING OVER.

RUTH REMAINED IN SERVICE FOR TWO YEARS PLUS, FOR SEVERAL }IONTHS AFTER THE ARI,IISTICE
WAS SIGNED. UPON HER DISCHARGE FROM SERVICE, RUTH MATRICI]LATED AT RUTGERS UNIVER-SITY, UNDER THE G I BILL OF RIGHTS, HER TERM OF EhLISI},ENT, MADE HER ELIGIBLE FoRA FULL FOUP. YEAR COURSE WITH THE GOVM.MIENT PICKI}iG UP THE TAB.

TO TI"AN THE PAGE OF TIME BACK A BIT THE FOLKS LIVED ON T}IE FIRST FLOOR OF THE
TI{REE TAMILY SWELLING THAT THEY OWNED A}iD I"IINME AND }IICKEY LIVED ON THE SECONDFLOOR. THIS WAS A GOOD ARRANGT}IENT BECAUSE IT RELIEVED FATHER OF IHYSICAL EFFORT
SUCH AS MAKING ANY }IINOR REPAIRS, CARE OF THE SEATING SYSTE},I, SHOVELING SNOW, ETC.
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IN 1940 FATHER STARTED TO CO}IPLAIN ABOUT THE STATE OF HIS HEALTH AID IN 1941 HAD A

HEART ATTACK, AS A REULT WE MADE HII'I RETIRE FROII WORK, THE FOLKS DID NOT HAVE TO

WORRY ABOUT GETTING BY FINANCILI.,AY, THEIR IIANTS WERE FEW AND WITH SOCIAL SECURITY

AND NO RENT TO PAY THEY I'IANAGED. I CONTINUED TO SHUTTLE FATHER FROM HOME TO HOSPI-
TAL AND BACK, MINME KEPT A WATCHTUL EYE ON BOTH FATHER AND MOTHER. ON SUNDAYS

I MANAGED TO DRIVE THE GOLKS AROUND IN MY CAR AND FATHM PARTICULARLY EItr'OYED THE

VISITS TO HIS SISTERS.

APEII 1943 JUST AFTm, LEAVING FATHER AT THE HOSPITAL HE PASSED AtiAY AT THE AGE OF

SEMEY.SIX. I MISSED FATHER VERY I'IUCH NOT ONLY AS A PAREM BUT AS A WOI{DMFUL
TACHER. WAS AI"IAZED AT THE NI.]I"IBIR OF E(TRESSIONS OF SORROW RECEIVED FRO}I PEOPLE

WHO KNEW HIM AND HELD IN HIGH ESTEEM.

I'IINNIE MOVED IN WITII IIOTHB SO AS T0 BE ABLE To T'i\irti BETTER CARE OF HER. MOTIIER

HAD ALI.IAYS HAD A PROBLM,I I.IITH HER LEGS AND FOR YETTRS I TOOK HER TO VARIOUS CLINICS
FOR TREATMEI\T. AS THE YEARS WENT BY, MOTHER WAS BECOMING SEMLE AND THERE WAS

NOTHING THAT COULD BE DONE TO T:EL? HER CONDITION. ST.E WENT INTO HER TERMINAL ILL-
NESS AND DIED ABOUT NINE YEARS AFTER FATHER.

AGAIN, AS AFTER THE FIRST WORLD WAR, AP;\RTMENT BECAME SCARCE AND UPON* RECEIVING
NOTICE TO VACATE OUR APARTMENT BECAUSE THE DI,IELLING WAS SOLD AND TIIE NEH OWNER DE-
SIRED OUR FLAT, HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO BUY ANOTHER DWELLING, THAT IS IF Wf, I.IANTED A
ROOF OVER OUR HEADS, BOUGHT A ONE FA}IILY DWELLING ON BAILYE AVENUE, HILLSIDE, ONLY

A rEFI BLoCKS FRoM WHERE WE FoRIIERLY LTVED. WE I,{ERE NoT STRANGERS IN THIS AREA, MEET-
ING OLD FRIEM)S AND NEIGHBORS A}ID PICKING UP WHERE WE HAD LEFT OFF A FEW YEARS AGO.

IN 1947 I'IIMI BECAME ENGAGED TO SHERWIN GOODMAN, A NEIGHBOR, AND IN JUNE 1948
ON OUR TWENTY-FIFTH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MIMIIS I^IEDDING TOOK PLACE. IT i^JAS A SOLEMN
AND BEAUTIFI.JL AFFAIR HELD IN TTIE B'}IAI ABMHAM TEMPLE IN NEWARK, JOACHII'I PRINZ, THE
FORMER CHIEF RABBI OF BERLIN, GMMANy PERFORMED THE CEREMONY ACCO}IPANIED BY THE
CANTOR AND ORGAN.

IJP TILL NOW I DID NOT HAVE MORE THAN THE NORMAL AMOUM OF ILLMSS THAT A MAN OF },IY
AGE IS HEIR TO BUT NOW THINGS BEGAN TO HAPPEN. A TI.]MOR HAD DEVELOPED ON THE LYMPH
GLAM UI\DER THE TONGUE ON THE RIGHT SIDE AND AFTER SOI'{E MOMTiS OF DOCTORING THE SUR-
GEON INSISTED THAT I HAVE SAME REMOVED IMMEDIATELY. I WAS OPERATED ON SEPTEIVIBER 1,
1949 WHILE I-IIMI AND WEWIN I{ERE ON VACATION IN FLORIDA AND HER FORMER CI,ASSMATES WHO

WERE STILL ON STAFF OF THE BETH ACTED AS MY ROUND ].i.E CLOCK NURSES AND TOOK GOOD

CARE OF ME. THE TU}IOR WAS CANCEROUS AND THE SUGEoN, A VERY ABLE l.lAN IN HIS FIELD,
COULD ONLY PREDICT A YEAR OR TWO AT MOST AHEAD FOR }JE AND WAS GIVEN A COMPLETE SET
OF RADIUM THEROPY. I NEED NOT GO INTO A DISCRIPTION OF ThE STATE OF I''IND I WAS IN
AFTER SECURING THIS DEATH SENTENCE OR THE TII'IE IT TOOK FOR I"iE TO GET BACK TO SOI'{E
SEMBLANCE 0F NORMALITY. I WAS IN N0 MOOD FOR BUSIMSS OR WORK IN TF,E ITAINTENANCE
OF THE HOUSE AND DECIDED TO SELL SAME AND MOVE INTO AN APARTMENT. THIS I DID AND
NOI.I RENTED AN APARTMEM AT ELIZABETH AND RENNER AVES, NEWARK IN 1952. IN 1956 I
WAS BACK IN THE BETH FOR PROSTATE GLA}*D TP.EATMEM AND FOR DUODENAL ULCER CHECK.UPS.

AFTER MARRIAGE MIItlI AND SHERWIN LIVED LIVED IN APARII'IENT BUILDING IN EAST ORANGE
OWNED BY SHERWINIS FATHER. IN I'I,AY 1951 WE BECA}IE THE PROUD GRAND-PARENTS OF OUR
FIRST GRANDSON I"IIKE AND SHORTLY AFTER THIS EVENT, MItrII AND SHERWIN BOUGHT A ONE
FA}IILY DWELLING IN CAMBRIDGE TER, SPRINGFIELD, A NEW DEVELOPMENT. APRIL 1954 WAS
A(I{OTHER LANDMARK FOR OUR SECONN GRANDSON ROBERT WAS BORN.

I WAS SLOWLY GETTING BACK INTO THE SWING OF THINGS AND TRYING TO FORGET },1Y HEALTH
PRoBLEMS. RUTH AFTER GRADUATI0N FRoM RUTGERS WORKED WIT}I RONSON i"LINIJFAC?URING IN
NEWARK, THEN WITH MERRILL LYNCH AND FINALLY WITH SOCIAL SECURITY IN IWH YORK.
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AT THE E}ID OF 1957 OR 1958 SHIRWIN GOT ITCHY FEET, SOLD HIS BUSIMSS AND HOME AND
INSISTED ON MOVING TO FLORIDA INSPITE OF OBJECTIONS RAISED BY BOTH SETS OT PARENTS
BUT TO NO AVAIL. THE YOI.'NG FAMILY }IOVED TO COF"AL GABLES WTiiiRE SHERHIN BOUGHT A

BRAI\D NEW ONE FAMILY HOI'IE IN A BEAUTIFI,L COATION IN THE LAND OF SUNSHINE. LEA}I T\ND
I SPENT CHRISIT"IAS WEEK 1958 IN CORAL GABLES VISITING WITH MIMI, SHM AND GRANDSONS.
EVERYTHING WAS JUST FINE WITH THE GOODMANS EXCEPT THAT SHMWIN COIILD NOT FIND BUSI-
NESS TO FlT HIS LIMITED FINAI'JCIAL MEANS OR A JOB. SO AFTER A YEARS STAY SHffi. AND
FAI'IILY RETURNED TO SIAINGFIELD WHM.E HE AGAIN BOUGHT A HOUSE A}iD A PARTNERSHIP IN
A COMMM.CIAL BLOOD BANK.

BUSINESS CONTINUE TO IMPORVE, I I''AINTAINED }IY CONNECTIONS WITTi THE HAR CLIENTS IN
THE INDUSISIAL AREA, ES?ECIALLY THOSE THAT WERE NOI^I IN fl{E PRIVATE SECTOR, SUCH AS
THE MONTROSE CHEMICAL CO AND CHASE CHEI'IICAL CO. THE LATTM COMPAMY WAS OWNED BY
BROTHERS SIDNEY AND RA}IDOLPH CHASMAN INVOLVED IN THE MANT'FACTURE OF PHAR}IACEUTI-
CALS, MAINLY VITAI'IINS, VM.Y MUCH IN DEMAM AT THIS TIME. THEY NOW E}.IBARKED ON A
PROGRAI'I OF EXPANSION WITH I'IYSELF AS THEIR ARCHITECT. AT THE SAME TIME I ALSO RE-
NEWED OR RATHER MADE USE OF FRIENDLY CONTACTS AT CITY HALL AT ESSEX COUNTY LEVEL.

IN 1959 MI^IIN GERBER WHO I HAD BEFRIENDED YEARS AGO AS A DRAFTSMAN, NOW A VERY
SUCCESSFUL ARCHITECT AND DEVELOPER }JAS ELECTED A IRLEIIOLDER OT ESSD( COUNTY.
WITH THAT ELECTION A CHANGE.OVM TO THE DEMOCRATIVE }ARTY IN THE COU}MY GOERMIENT
TOOK PLACE. GBBERER Al(D HIS SHADOI{ CAREY THE ESSEX COUNTY DEMORATIC CHAIRMAI,I HAD
CLOSE TIES WITH MEYNER TIjE THEN GOVERNEB OF NEI,I JERSEY AND AS A DEMOCRAT OF LO}IG
STANDING THIS SET ? DID NOT HURT I-'E.

GERBER ON HIS ELECTION BECAME CHAIRMAN OF THE ALL POWERFUL ?UBLIC WORK CO!ftITTEE
AND I WAS APPOINTED ARCHITECT FOR fHE PRO?OSED BUILDING PROGM}I.

AT THE 1960 DMIOCITATIC CONVENTION GERBER LED TIiE NEW JERSEY DELEGATION TO J F KENNEDY
AND TriAT STARTED THE SWING T0 KENNEDY AND HIS 1Y0IIINATI0N. I WAS A HErWY CONTIRBUTo
TO KENNEDYIS ELECTION CA}IPAIGN AND IN RETLts.N RECEIVED ONE OF THE FEW SPECIALLY EN-
GRAVED IIIVITATIONS ISSUED IN NEW JMSEY ?O THE INAUGT}RATION.

ABOUT 1962 T{HILE HAVING A DRINK I,IITH CAREY IN HIS OFFICE AND HARY LERNER THE COUNTY
IREASURER I WAS TOLD BY CABEY OF PI.T\I{S BEING CONSIDERED FOR A LARGE ADDITI0N TO THE
COUNTY COIJRT HOUSE AND ALSO THE BI.ITLDING OT A NEW MODERN JAIL. IT WAS INTENDED TO
SPEND ABOUT TWENTY I{ILLION ON THE TR,OJECT AND HAS ASKED IF I I{OULD CONSIDER AN APPOINT-
MENT AS AN ARCHITECT AND TO WORK WITH AN ASSOCIATE. I SAID THAT I WAS IMERESTED, WHAT
ARCHITECT W0UID TIRN DOI{N SUCH AN INVITATION WHICH COI'IES PERHAPS ONLY OI{CE IN A LIFE-TIME, CAREY AS DEMOCRATIC BOSS AND WITH A MAJORITY OF THE ME MEMBEi FREHOLDER CO}O{IS-
SION l.iAS CERTAINLY ABLE TO DELIVER. INCIDEMALLY CAREY WAS RESMNSIBLE FOR THE ELEC-
TION OF CONGRESSMAN PETER RADINO AND HUGH ADDONIZIO.

I GAVE A LOT OF TI{OUGHT TO THIS OPPORTUNITY BUT WHAT BOTHERED ME WAS TFIAT I HAS AP-
PROACI.iING SIXTY FIVE AND AFRAID THAT I'IY HEALTH I'IIGH NOT STAND T,P IN ASST]MING THE RE-
SPONSIBILITY OF SETTING UP AN ORGAMZATION TO PROCESS SUCH A LONG TERI'I UNDERTAKING.

I I'iUST HAVE HAD SOME FOREBODING OF EVEI{TS TO COME FOR IN THE YBAP. E}iD 1963 I STARTED
T0 HAVE PERTODS 0F vm,Y BAD EARACHES AND THE t.llioln LEFT srDE oF HEAD AND FACE a,Cueo,
THE PAINS WERE GETTING PROGRSSIVELY WORSE IN SPITE OF VISITS TO DOCTORS I WAS UI,IABLE
TO GET RELIE . FINALLY WENT TO AN EAR AND THROAT SPECIALIST, WAS CHECKED BY THE NTIRSE
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AND I^IEM INTO SEE THE S?ECIALIST. THE BIG }IAN AFTER R.EADING THE NURSES REPORTS I'IITH-
OUT EVEN E{A}IINTNG ME, TOLD ME THAT TEHRE WAS NOTHING HRONG I'IITH I'IE, TiiAT AT MY AGE

IT WAS JUST BARDEMNG OF THE ARTERIES AND TO PAY THE NURSE ON THE }'IAY OT]T. IJAD THE

SPECIALIST EVEN TAKEN A LOOK AT }IY THROAT HE I,JOULD HAVE IMMEDIATELY SEEN WI{AT WAS

I.IRONG AND I'IOULD HAVE SAVED }18 A LOT OF AGOM/. I SHOULD HAVE SIIED HI}I FOR }IALPRACTICE
OR NEGIECT.

AFTER TITIEMY-TWO YEARS OF SERVICE FOR TTIE IiAVY, LEAH DECIDED TO RETIRE Iii 1964' I'LL
I\EVER K}]OW HOW STIE }IANAGED FORTY-EIGHT HOUR JOB AT THE OFFICE, ACTING AS MY TYPIST
CARE OF HO}IE A.\]D TIO}IE}IAKER. IN ADDITION TO A COTSIE\TDATION FROI'I THE GOVERIWIENT SHE

DESERVED ONE FRO}I }{8. II'] I.JAY THE HAPPY EVENT OF MIKEIS BAP. MITZVATI, I\.IAZELTOV.

IN THE BEGINNIING OF 1966 I I.JENT TO SEE COUSIN BEN COLTON, A DENTIST, TOLD HI}I OT i.iY
I]EAD AND EAR PROBLEII AND ASKED HII"I TO PULL SOIIE TEETH. I,lllILE IN THE CIIAIR I^IAITING
FOR TIIE NOVOCi\IN TO TAKE EFFECT, MEfiTI0l{ED THAT IIiAS HAVING TROIELE SWALLOI'IING.
BEN EXA}IINED }iY THROAT AND SAID THAT THE TEETH WERE }OT THE PROBLE},I AND MADE AN AP-
POI}ITIIENT FOR AN IM}IEDIATE EXAI.IINATION BY DR }IYRON J SHAPIRO AN I}iINENT THROAT SPE-
CIALIST AND SI.JRGEON. DR SHAPIRO AND I.IIS PARTNER, DR YEATER, BOTH DIAGNOSED A CANCER

AND SENT }IE TO THE BETH FOR BIOPSY. THE BIOPSY PERFORMED ON JULY 27TH COMIR}IED THE
DIAGNOSIS. AN OPERATION FOR THE REI''OVAL OF THE CAilCER WAS RECOI${ENDED, BL'T BEFORE

THE OPEMTION I WENT THROUGH A COI-'PLETE SERIES OF COBOLT TRAI}IEMS.

IN SEPTSIBE" I CLOSED THE OFFICE AND I,IAS OPERATED ON OCTOBER 6, L966. RADICAL NECK

SURGERY, A llEDICi\L TEKT-BOOK CASE. I,,AS VERY LUCKY Ili THE CHOICE OF DRS SHA?IR0 AND

YEAGER, TI1EY I{ERE THE BEST, ABLE AND DEDICATED SURGEOI.;S AND PERFORI"IED A MIMCLE ON

}iE, I.IHILE IN THE IIOSPITAL A\D EARLY IN NOVEI"IBER I 'I^]AS OPERATED ON FOR THE REMOVAL
OF THE PR0STATE GLAND I\rH CH HAD BEEN BOTIIERII(G |lE.

TO DIGRESS A BIT REGARDING SAi'.1 AI{D HIS IDA I{T:O i.IERE REGULAR CO}MUTERS FRO}I JERSEY
TO FLORIDA, FINALLY SETTLED IN FREEHOLD, IN 1963 IDA DIED AND SAI'I CONTINUE TO LIVE
ALO}.IE IN THE BEILINSO}iTS ONE FA}iILY HOUSE A}{D OCCASIO}fu\L VISITS BY }lINi{IE AND }IY-
SELF.

IN 1967 AFTER SOi-iE DIABETIC Ai'.iD ASTH},IA BLACKOUTS, SA}I CA}IE TO }iINNIE'S PLA,CE IN
IRVINGTON AM) FRO}I THERE TO TIjE BETH FOR CO}IPLETE CHECK-UPS AND ALSO PROSTATE
GLAi{D OPERATION. U}ON RELEASE FROI'I TI.IE HOS?ITAL SA}i I'JAS TRANSFERRED TO THE LIZI.IORE
NURSING HoriE IN ELIZABETH FOR Ip.EATlIEliT. AFTE A STAY OF SoME WEEKS, SA!1 DECIDED
THAT THE SUNSHINE STATE OF FIfRIDA WAS T}IE PLACE FOR I{IS ASMI'IATIC CONDITIOI'] AND
SON TO THE BOULEVARD HOTEL IN }1IA}1I BEACH.

I I.IAS I']AKING A SLOi.J RECOVERY AICI IN MARCH 1967 LEAH ANTD RUTH DECIDED THAT NEWARK
I.IAS GETTING TO BE A PROBLE}J ESPECIALLY FOR JEI{S, DUE }IAINLY TO TIIE BIACK MAJORITY
AND THE BIG IMLLIX OF PUERTO RICANS. IT WAS BECO}IING UNSAFE IN THE STREET AND EVEN
AT HOI'IE, IN S}IORT WE I^IERE BECOI'IING SECOhD CLASS CITIZENS. I{E I'IOVED TO ABERDEEN RI)
ELIZABETH TO A GARDEI{ APARI}IEM, AFTER TTiREE YEARS WE MOVED TO A L\RGER APARI}IEM
IN A HIGH RISE BUILDING AT 13BO NORTH AVE.

.

BEFoRE I'{CVING I I,IAS AGAr}i HIT I'iITH A tiEALTI-t PRoBLE}1, HAD A IiIST0RY 0F DUoDUEML
ULCERS, T}IAT CONDITION NOW TURI{ED REAL BAD. ENTERED THE BETH AGAIN AT I?iE END OF
}IAY 1969 AND AFTER A SERIES OF TESTS, DOCTORS ADVISED A STO}IACH OPERATION TO COR-
RECT THE I.I0ll ACTTVE BLEEDING ULCERS. l.tAS oFERATED Oli JUNE STit, AFTER A STAY rl'i
THE INTEI{SIVE CARE UNIT i.IAS TMI{SFERRED TO SEI.II-?R,IVATE FOO}I ON FATHERIS DAY JUNE 15TI.I.
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AFTER A FBW HOI]RS STAY IN TTiE ROOI'I, EARLY IN TFIE EVENII'{G I SUDDENLY I^JENT INTO SHOCK

AND WAS RUSHED BACK TO INTENSIVE CARE UMT. N-ATLBE HAS }IANY WAYS OF TiELPING ONE TO

BEAR INTENSE ?AIN FOR WHEN THE PBESSURE BECO}IES TO GREAT TO BEAR I.IE JUST BI./\CK-OI.JT.

I I,IAS BLEEDING PROFUSELY, DONT KNOI,I HOW }IANY DOCTORS, NURSES AND OT}IM }IEDICAL PER-
SONNEL I{ERE I.IORKI}IG ON I"IE AND PI.MPING BLOOD A}ID PLAS}IA INTO MY SYSTE}I. DI.]RING LU-
CID I'IO}IEMS I HEARD I'IYSELF ASKING FOR DOCTOR IGPLAi.] }1Y INTERMST AND DOCTOR DTENER

MY SURGEO}I OR COMPI,AINING TTIAT I COULDM SEE.

IATER THAT NTGHT I HAD A T-'OST UNUSUAL D{PERIENCE, I SL.DDENLY FOUND },IYSELF FLOATING
IIIGH IN T!18 AIR, FEELING N0 PAIN AND LOOKING D01"lN Oii ii GROUP 0F MEN DRESSED IN BLUE
oPEMTING R00b1 S}IoCKS, T,IEARING FACE MASKS AND VERY BUSY AhD IiTTENTLY I.IORKING 0N
SoIIETHING 0N A TABLE, tr{HrCH THEY CO}IPLETELY SURROU},DED. COULDN'T fiAKE OUT TitE 0B-
JECT THAT HELD THEIR ATTEI,ITION. THEN I HEARD I'JYSELF SAY TO SOI'IEBODY THAT I COULD.
NT CO}18 NOI.I BECAUSE THERE IS SOI'IEII]ING THAT I }IUST TELL LEAT] FIRST AND TITEN I
BLACKED OliT. LATE }IO}-DAY I'IORMNG I WOKE UP IN TI.IE RECOVERY ROOi,i AJ\D I{AS INFOR}IED
TI]AT I I.IAS OPERATED ON AT SIX OICLOCK THAT I'iOR}iING WHEN ANOTI-iER CHUNK OF }IY STOI-iACI]

I.IAS REI'IOVID A}.-D O}'ILY ONE THIRD REMAINED. I LIOPE TFiAT I A}I NOT TOO BORING I,IITit T[iE
RECITAL OF I'IY IiEALTH PROBLEI'IS. DO I{ANT TO }IAKE A POII']T 1I]AT I{ILL POI.IER CERTAINLY
}IAI(ES THE DIFFERENCE.

}IY ADVICE TO ONE IN EED OF HOS?ITAL CARE IS NOT TO GO TO A TEACHII{G HOSPITAL, I^trIIEN

SICK, THE ffiCEPTIOI\: BEING I.IHEN YOU }IUST HAVE THE SERVICES OF SPECIALIST hII]O ARE
AVAILABLE ONLY AT PARTICULAP. TEACHING HOSPITAL.

AFTER I"{Y RE}IOVAL FROII THE ICU CENTER I STARTED A CAMPAIGIi FOR RELEASE FRO}I THE HOS.
PITAL BY INSISTING THAT THE ONLY I'IAY THAT I COULD RECOVER h'AS BY GOING HOME AhD AB-
SORBING ]}IE }IEDICINE OF LEAHIS CHICKEN SOU?, IT I{ORKED.

RECOVERY T}IIS fi}{E WAS REALLY SLOW, I.IAS LISTLESS AND JUST PI,AIN TIRED AND I{OT EVEN
IMERESTED IN FUTURE BUSIMSS. }IY BANK ACCOIiYI AFTEP. PAENG FOR T\LL HOSPITAL AND
DOCTORTS FEES I,IAS GLAT ALTIiOUGH SOI"IE OF THE COSTS, I{ITH BCEPTIONS, I.JAS TAKEN CARE
OF BY }IEDICARE.

IN 1970 RA}TDOLPH CHAS}IA}I INSISTED THAT I PREPARE PLAIiS TOR A VACATION HO}IE T}IAT HE
II\TTENDED TO BT.ttLD I}i THE CATSKILL }{OUNTAINS CF NEW YORK, AFTER II]E MOJECT I^IAS COM.
PLETED THE CI.IASMAN BROTHERS ENTICED }IE INTO TREPARII{G PLAJ\S FOR ADDITIONS OR NEI{
BUILDINGS THAT THEY LIERE COME}IPI,ATING FOR PI,ANT D{?ANSION. AS IT GTiRNED OUT THAT
BY BEING I.IENTALLY AND I-IECI.]ANICALLY OCCUTIED I.JAS THE BEST THERAPY FOR ONE IN }IY
STATE OF I'III.TD AND CONDTION.

LATE IN 1971 TIIE CliASlL\II BRoTHERS RECEIVED AN 0FFER FR0ll ARCIIAN IRoDUCTS C0., A
hrEST COI\ST OLIIFIT TO BI-rY CHr\Si], THIS h'AS A PR0ICSITION TfiAT CCULD I'l0T lii c00D Col;-
SCIENCE BE TURNED DOWN. BOTH BROTHERS WM,E GETTING ON IN YEARS AND THEY HAD NO
REAL ISSUE TO TRAIN TO CANRY ON THE BUSINESS.

CHASE NOW BECA}IE A DIVISION OF ARCHON AND THE DEAL FROVIDED THA.T THE NI'I{ }IANAG&YENT
hIOULD KEEP THE OLD TEAM ON AS CONSIILTANTS FOR A PERIOD OF YEARS. RA}DOLI'H WAS ESPE-
CIALLY NECESSARY BECAUSE IN THE PAST HE WAS THE KEY INSIDE I'IAN.
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BECAUSE OF I'IY KNOI{LEDCE OF THE CHASE ?LANT AND CO\hECTIOI{ WITH CITY AID STATE LEVEL OF

ALL SUPMVISORY OUTFITS TI.IE NEW }IANAGEMENT INSISTED 1'IiAT I REMAIN AS ARCHITECT IN CHARGE
OF ALL I.JORI{ AhD ALSO IN ADVISORY CAPACITY. A PP.OGRA}I OF EXPANSION OF NEW BUILDING Al{D
THE ALTtrRATION AND I.{ODER}]IZATION OF OLDER BUILDINGS hIAS STARTED. FINANCES WERE AP.RANGED
BY ARCHAN WITH NEW YORK CITY BANKS FOR WHAT I{AS NEEDED FOR TITE PROGRA}I,

EVERYTHING }IAS NO^INOP.MAL AND UNDER CONTROL, }iOW BEING 1974, I WAS E}i]OYIiiG MY i.iORK,
LEAI] I{AS BUSY I{ITH HER HADASSAH AND I,IAH JONG GROUPS AND REGULAR VISITS TO MIMI ANi)
SHERWIN IN SPRINGFIELD.

IIIKE" GRATUDATED FROTI PENN STATE AND WAS ENROLLED II\ GEORGETOWN I"IEDICAL SCHOOL. ROBERT
WAS AT STAMFOP U IN CALIFORNTA. BOTH BOYS WERE DOING I^IELL. ROBMT EVENTUALLY ELECTED
T0 PI{I BETA IC\PPA AND IN TII'IE l{AS ACCEPTED BY GEORGE I.,,I'ASHINGT0I\I U IAW SCFI0OL.

LEAI-I TIAD BEEN SUFFERING FROM HIGH BLOOD PRESSI,'RE AND NOi^I EVINCED AIi IN"TEREST IN RETURN-
ING TO FLORIDA r\i$l I DIDNIT NEED AhY ENCO'URAGEIIENT Il{ AGREEI}iG T0 SUCH A }IOVE, BECAUSE
OF }IY LONG TI}IE BROIiCHIAL COI\DITION A}iD TTM HEAVY INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION OF THE AIR SUCTi.A }IOVE TO FLORIDA HAD BEEN IN THE BACK OF MY },IIhD FOR A LONG TII'IE, IN SPITE OF TTiE
WELLPAYTNG JoB THAT r coulD HoLD AT lry TLEASURE, DEcTDED TI{AT Not\r t"lAS THii rrME FoR A
CHANGE.

I,iE TOOK OFF TO I'IIAI'1I BEACH IN JUNE, CONTACTED AN ACQUAINTENACE OF LEAHIS LIVING oN
WEST AVE IN SOUTH I'IIAMI BEACH AND RENTED AN APARTI'IEM IN ?HE SAME BIITLDING, THE LEASE
STARTED AUGUST I, '1,974 AND I^IE I.ITRE TOI'IOVE AT E}ID OF ATJGUST. I.IE GAVE NOTICE FOR VACAT-
ING OUR ELIZABETH APAP.I}IENT AND i"IADE ALL ARRANGEI,IEh].S FOR }IOVING. I I'IADE STRE THAT NO
L00SE EI{DS W0ULD BE LEFT AT CHASE FOR BI-IILDING A}fD AP.CHITECTURAL 1{0RK AND &EC0I'1I"1ENDED
AN ARCHITECT TO CALL ON I^]HEI{ CHASE NEEDED THE SEP.VICES. TIIE TTIOUGHT OF LEAVII{G CI{ASE
AFTtr YEARS 0F REAL UI.TDERSTANDING i.iAS A LITTLE HARD T0 TAIU.

LEA}I HELFED RUTII LOCATE AND REi\T AN AFARTI'IEI.IT IN QUEENS NEAR I-iER OFFICE. .Y,O }IATTF:R
HOI'I WELL YOu PLAl.i YouR tlOvEs AHEADAG-G;RAVATIoN ALI.IAvS sETS IN Dor'JN LIr\E I{HEN ygu HAyE
TO DE?EM ON PEO?LE, I^IE FITALLY }IADE IT TO TI]E SU}iSHTNE STATE BEFORE LABOR DAY 1974.

WU HAVE i{0I.1 BEEN LIVING IN FLORIDA FOR r\L}lOST FOLB YEARS i\ND I AD!iIT T0 BEING ENTIRE-
LY DISEI'jCIIANTEII. IIY LAST VISIT T0 FLORIDA WAS ll'i 1959 AND I I.IAS IN N0 l{AY PRE?I\RED
FOR TIE CTIANGE THi\T HAD TAKEN PLACE SI}iCE THEN. I I'IAS NOhI A PER}IAI{ENT RESIDE}IT AI'TD
DIDNT WEAR TLJ}] SI.IOKED GLASSES OF A TOUP.IST OR VISITOR.

FLORIDA IN MY OPII{ION IS ONE OF THE MOST tr!,RRUPT S.trAjrE.S IN THE UI{ION }.IITH THE RED
NECK POLITICIANS OF THE PAN HAI{DLE IN COMPLETE CONIROL. EVERYTHING FROI'I DOG CATCHER
TO ST'IB.EME COT'RT JUDGE UP FOR A PRICE. A POLITICAL SYS?EM WHICH IS ABOUT A HMERED
YEARS BEHI}ID TIME. A GOVERNOR WHO IS ONIY A FIGI.RE HEAD WITH NO POWER OR CIOUT.
AI,L STATE WIDE OTFICMS INCLTJDING TI{E COVMNORIS CABINET ARE ELECTED, AS A RESI,LT
THE AVMAGE CITIZEN ONIY VOTES B1'T DOESNT ELECT ANYBODY, ?HE ELECTION RESTS IN THE
HA}IDS OF A FEW MAMPUI,ATORS INCLT]DING ALL POWM,FUL UTILITIES.

MIA},I BEACH WITH A POPUT."ilTION OF 9O,OOO,ABOUT 9OZ JEwISH THE NEARESTO A JEwISH cITy
oUTSIDE 0F TEL AVIV, HAD AN OPPORTITNITY TO SHOW THE WORLD GOOD CITY GOVERNMENT, BUT
AIAS THE POLIECIANS IN MIAI'II BEACTI ARE JUST AS CORRI'PT AS ANY IN FLORIDA.
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MIAMI BEACH HAD E}'IACTED A RENT COI.{TROI BILL SOME YEARS AGO, WHICH WAS T'PHELD

BY AI,L TTIE COTtsTS OF THE STATE OF TLORIDA. THE LAI{DLORDS I.EAD THE IEGISLA-
TTRE TO E}IAC? A LAT'T IROBIBITING MIAMI BEACH TROU PASSI}G ANY RENT CO}iIROL
BILL, 0F COIRSE, SoMEONE GoT PAID oFF. DL]RING THE DEBATE 0N THE BILL oNE OF

I?IE PAN H.A,}IDI,E LEGISI.AIORS PASSED A REMARK ''YOU JEW BOY UILLINOARES TROM N Y
CITY CAN IOELL AFFORD IT AIID ITS ABOUT TTME THAT I.IE GO? A PIECE OF THE ACTION".
ONE GRAIID RIP-OFF.

THEI{ THERE IS T1IE CT'BAN CONNECTION WHERE AI$OST ONE HALF OF THE MARIJUAM AIID
HARD DBUGS ENTEBING THE COTNTIRY DO SO BY WAY OT SOUTH FORIDA FRS{ }'EXICO AND

SOUTH A}'ERICA,.

lgE SAD PART IS THAT SO FEW RETIREES REALLY CARE ABOUT EXISTING CONDITIONS
ARE ONLY INTERESTED IN WHAT GIVES THEM PTEAST'RE OB FOR THEIR WELFARE.

NOW A MOST SOMBER NOTE. AFTER A HEART BREAKING SIRUGCLE OT POTIR AIID A HALF
M0NTHS SAM PASSED AWAY 0N SATTRDAY AT 12t45 P}{, !{ARCH 11, 1.978.

AT'I NOW GETTING A LITTLE TTRED AI{ID SO WISH TO EIID MY STORY, BUT BEFORE CIOSING
I MUST AGAIN RB{IND YOU OF ?HE EVER PRESENT BICOTXY AIID ANTI-SET{ITISU TTIAT
CONFRONTS THE JEW. JUST IN THE PAST HONTH,AFTER THE TETEVISED SHOWING OT
THE HOIOCAUST, TI'IO SYACOGUES OR TEUPLES IN THE MIAMI BEACH AREA WERE VAIDAL-
IZED. I{N(I SY!,IBOLS AIID HEIL IIITLERS WERE $.IEARED ON THE INTERIOR AND EXTERI-
0R I.IALLS, LEADED GLASS WIITDoWS $tmE BBOKET{ AIirD oNE TEMPTE HAS SET ON FIRE.
AGAII{ A REMIIIDER THAT IT CAN HAPPEN HERE TOO.

WITH THE HOTIDAY APTROACHIITG LET UE WISH YOU A HAPPY SHAVOUT.

LOUIS P GREENBERG

Jm{E 9, 1978
MIAMI BEACH,Ft
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TO IMERRTPT !{Y SToRY A BIT, I HISH T0 STATE THAT WAS BITESSED, 0R S0UETII'IES
ctRsED WITH THE TACILITY 0F INSTAM RECALL, I SAY SoITETIMES CIRSED, BECAUSE
IT IS HEALTHIER AT TIMES TO FORGET CERTAIN THINGS.

THE FIRST RECOLLECTION OF EVENTS THAT 1 HAVE TOOK PI,ACE WHEN I WAS ABOUT 3}
YEARS Or AGE AllD THE DEATH OF GRANFATHm SHLUEL MEYER CoLTON, r"rHo PASSED
AWAY AT TH8 RIPE OI,D AGE OF ABOUT FITTY YEARS. I CAN RECALL THE PICTI]RE OF
GRANFATHEB LAID OUT IN WHITE BUBIAT SHROI'D, CAIIDLES LIT AND PRAYERS BEING
oTFERED' TATHER HAS PB.ESENT AlrD SO WAS LINCLE SHLOMEH 0R SOLoMON, I{HO HAD
BEEN RELEASED FROM MILITARY SERVICE IN PSXOF IN DEEP RUSSIA AND HAD BROUGHT
TIIS NEW BRIDE, AT'NT ES?HER, TO MEET THE FAMILY.

AS A RESI'LT OF THE DEATH OF GRAITDFATHER, otrR BEIOVED GRAIIEUOTHER, MALKE RAESEL,
BECAT'IE A BREADWINNER IN ORDER TO HELP St PFORT HERSEL AIYD TI,IO UI&{ARRIED DAUGH-
TERS. SHE BOUGHT II II. NGS FROM TIIE FARMERS A}ID SOLD TTTEU TO TIIE TOWNTS PEOPLE
AT TT{E REGI]LAR BI-WEEKIY FAIRS. GRANDHA NEVER !{ISSED BRIIG ING ME SOMETHING
rROM TITESE BUSINESS TRIPS EVEN IT IT WAS OIILY A BIG POLISHED APPIE. MY TEL-
tOW STIJDENTS IN CHEDER CEN,TAINTY ENVIED ME.

AT TT{E TTME OF OT'R ARRIVAL IN AMERICA IN I9O4, TIIE !{EMBERS OF THE GRBENBERG
CIAN, ALI^'AYS A CLOSELY KNIT CROT]P, LIVED NEAR EACH OTTIER. UNCTE }'ORRIS RT'BIN
WITH HIS STORE-FRONT SHOE REPAIR SHOP AT BANK AI{D RUTGERS ST BETWEEN BAT.IK ST
AND THIRTEEMH AVE. GRAI{DUOTHER A}tD AUNT GTTTEI AI{D DORA, WHO ARRTVED rN
1.9OJe LIVED AMOSS THE STREET FROT'I I.INCLE HYUAN. TIIE CB{ENTING EIel{EM TOR
THE FAMILY WAS GRANDT.{OTHER. HOW SHE FOIffD TTIE CAPACITY To IovE ALL HER
CHILDREN AI{D GRAND:-CHILDEENI TILL NEVER KIIOW.

I,ATER ON AS HE STARTED GROWING T'P AIID WHENEVER WE MISBEHAVED UOTHER WOULD
rB,O}TISE DIRE PUNISTIMENT BY FATHER, WE USUALLY TOOK OTF TO TRA}CIMOTHER'S
SANTUARY FROM PUMSHMENT. SOMEHOW GRAIIDMOTIIER MANAGED TO MOL TEMPERS AND
AF?ER PROMISES TO BHAVE IN THE FUTI,'RE A![D NO ?UNISHMENT WE WERE TAKEN HOUE,


